THE 


BIBLIOTHECA SACRA. 


ARTICLE 
ARE MIRACLES EXPECTED? 


THE REV. LUCIUS SMITH, D., NEWTON, MASS. 


remarkable example opposite developments, 
that, while the present time philosophy has gained ex- 
tensive credence which denies the possibility any super- 
natural action controlling modifying the course nature, 
considerable number Christians firmly believe and con- 
fidently assert that miracles are now wrought, and that more 
would witnessed but for lamentable want faith. 
Scepticism that doubts the being God exists beside 
faith that might remove mountains, only would. This 
heroic faith not only held and avowed, but supported 
learned and devout interpreters Scripture, and advo- 
cated books that have the prestige eminent names, and 
that make plausible appeal religious minds. cannot 
denied that this matter deserving earnest consider- 
ation. time inquire whether such faith has its war- 
rant the teachings Scripture. Have miracles ceased, 
has long been the common belief the Protestant church? 
are signs and wonders still looked for answer 
prayer offered with due measure faith? 

This question which cannot intelligently profit- 
ably discussed without attempt, the outset, define 
the meaning terms. What we, ought we, mean 
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What the relation miracles other 
supernatural acts? Are there supernatural acts that fall 
short the miraculous? not merely with reference 
the subject the present inquiry that these preliminary 
questions are important. The whole subject providential 
divine government and the reasonableness prayer 
needlessly perplexed confused use language. 

are making this inquiry Christians, and assuming 
true the fundamental beliefs Christianity. there 
one God, the Father, and all things him. him 
live, and move, and have our being. the creator 
and upholder all things. this understand that 
maintains not only the order the universe, but its exist- 
ence. Created existence dependent existence, and de- 
pendent not only the moment its creation, but every 
subsequent moment. the light this truth, the distinc- 
tion often drawn between general and particular provi- 
dence vanishes. every person, every thing, every 
particle matter, God present, and nothing can happen 
any person thing particle matter without his 
knowledge permission. term the laws nature 
are simply forms expression denoting certain regular 
modes conditions existence which has established 
and which maintains—conditions imposed him upon 
the material universe, including the material portion man’s 
being, but means limiting restraining himself. 
Man can deal successfully with matter only conforming 
itslaws. But God above nature; transcends nature; 
and all laws nature, known and unknown, are but parts 
his ways. 

Man, one constituent his being, part 
nature, and subject its laws. But also spiritual 
being, made the image God, and, such, invested 
with dominion over nature through which able 
make subserve his use, but still within the limits set 


natural laws. knowledge those laws able 
direct natural forces the fulfilment his personal ends; 
when uses the electric force communicate his mes- 
sages illuminate hishouse. observe, therefore, two 


classes orders events constantly taking place. First, 


what term the strictest sense, natural events. 
stars their fulfil the law their being. The 
planets revolve about the sun, satellites around their pri- 
mary orbs, their assigned orbits and punctual the fixed 
period their revolution. The changing year brings the 
phenomena the seasons due succession. The vegeta- 
ble world goes through the appointed order germination, 
growth, and decay. The animal races are subject birth 
and growth, and, after brief average normal activity, 
death. Man, allied the animals his physical nature, 
passes through the same succession, from the cradle the 
grave. the depths the earth, geological evi- 
dence apparently certifies us, the record 
change, through which our planet was brought from 
chaotic state habitable condition and fitness for the 
habitation man. The whole order natural events 
characterized uniformity, necessity, succession, each event 
resulting inevitably from its antecedent event, link fol- 
lows link chain. The other class events depend not 
upon physical necessity, but upon the determination will. 
The forces nature, working according their law, never 
evolved house, water-wheel, steam-engine, even 
axe ora hammer. Geological investigation discovers 
stratum supposed have been deposited myriads years 
ago, some sharpened flints; and the existence there 
rude implement held demonstrative proof that 
man existed that remote age. Nature does not even shape 
flint knife; wherever found, recognized artificial 
product. has been justly remarked evident inconsis- 
tency, that men who see proofs intelligent design 
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chipped flint are unable discover trace the solar 
system. 

Now, man able work out his will the sphere 
nature, through his knowledge natural laws and avail- 
ing himself natural forces, why should think incred- 
ible that God may accomplish his will, not only the 
uniformities nature, but the production results 
means corresponding with the volitionary action man? 
Why may not this without suspending any way 
interfering with the uniform course nature? The Bible 
tells that the battle not the strong, but God 
who gives the victory. With his infinite knowledge both 
man and nature, his doing this does not imply the overruling 
setting aside any physical law. That the divine will 
works and through man and nature with determining 
effect, yet without miracle and without impairing moral 
agency, not irrational, and the plain teaching Scrip- 
ture. The promises that God will not suffer his people 
tempted above that they are able bear, that will 
guide and keep them, and that all things shall work together 
for their good, not mean any way imply that mira- 
cles will wrought, but that the end thus assured will 
accomplished through the wise control events Divine 
Providence. Prayer for any particular result which may 
believe included these promises not prayer for 
miraculous interference, but for providential direction 
the event. for recovery from sickness may 
answered without anything properly called miraculous. 
supernatural relief, for from putting forth the 
divine will, but there may interference with the laws 
nature, any more than there the turning railway 
train switch from one track another. The change 
direction due personal interference, but not inter- 
ference suspending contradicting any physical law. 
event may come pass act divine providence 
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which can discern only the succession natural causes 
the switch and the hand that sets are invisible. 

The classes events thus far considered—natural events, 
and personal acts within the fixed conditions nature— 
include nearly all changes condition which have 
knowledge, which believe with reasonable faith. Even 
supernatural acts done answer prayer, have reason 
believe, are most cases put forth along lines natural 
causation, after the analogy the human will. But there 
are—or, there have been, believe—events another 
class, called ascribed divine efficiency 
acting disregard natural laws, but not violation 
contradiction them. event which viewed naturally 
impossible made come pass,—as when the waters 
river parted that men might pass over dry-shod; iron 
was made swim; man who had been dead four days, 
whose body the process putrefaction had begun, was 
recalled word life. event which normally oc- 
curs only consequent upon certain physical antecedents 
comes pass with apparent physical cause,—as when 
water was made wine, loaves bread were multiplied. 
Here interference with the laws cause and effect, but 
the introduction superior, more efficient cause. Candid 
sceptics admit this. They deny not the possibility, but the 
reasonable probability miracles. They refuse credit 
the testimony that such things have ever happened, but ad- 
mit that, theistic principles, their occurrence cannot 
pronounced impossible. believe the existence 
personal God, distinct from the universe the builder 
house from house, the creator and sustainer all 
things, cannot say that unable the mighty 
works referred to; and whether believe that has done 


the theological term: the term oftenest used the New 
comparatively seldom and almost always the phrase translated signs and 
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them, not, depends our estimate the antecedent 
probability, and our faith the testimony the fact. 
And believe the tacts both probable, and sustained 
plenary evidence. 

The sacred record shows that such events have not been 
constant very frequent occurrence. From after the 
Deluge there express mention any the history 
the patriarchs, except connection with the destruction 
Sodom, and Abraham’s transactions with Abimelech. 
series miracles preceded and attended the exodus from 
Egypt, the wilderness-march, and the settlement the 
Israelites Canaan. From Joshua the Captivity they 
are very rare occurrence. The ministry Elijah and 
Elisha, which seems have been special interposition for 
the revival the worship Jehovah the kingdom 
the Ten Tribes, was distinguished miraculous signs. 
critical juncture the affairs the kingdom Judah, 
the faith was fortified miracle. Babylon, 
signs and wonders were wrought for the protection Jeho- 
vah’s servants and the conviction heathen kings. The 
Old Testament history miracles shows that they occurred 
important crises the kingdom God earth, and 
not part his ordinary providence; and they are very 
uniformly found connection with the exercise the pro- 
phetic office. 

With the advent Christ and the beginning the gos- 
pel dispensation, miracles again appear. Signs and wonders 
and mighty works attest the divinity our Lord’s mission. 
Their main purpose was undoubtedly that which stated 
near the conclusion the fourth Gospel: are writ- 
ten that might believe that Jesus the Christ, the Son 
God, and that believing might have life through his 
has been remarked that prayer for recovery from 
sickness may answered without miracle. But the 
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wonders done our Lord large proportion were miracles 
healing: blindness, deafness, palsy, leprosy, insanity, were 
healed word atouch. divine life, divine teaching, 
divine claims, were fitly matched and vouched acts di- 
vine power. sending out his apostles their tempo- 
rary mission, commissioned them, not only preach, 
but the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, cast out 
his final commission recorded the con- 
clusion the second Gospel, said, signs shall 
follow them that believe: name shall they cast out 
demons; they shall speak with new tongues; they shall take 
serpents; and they drink any deadly thing shall not 
hurt them; they shall lay hands the sick and they shall 
added that “they went forth and preached 
everywhere, the Lord working with them and confirming the 
word with signs are serious doubts 
the authenticity this passage. But proposed 
take advantage such doubts. assumed that 
these verses are genuine. The question settled is, 
From the commission Christ, the record its fulfilment 
the labors the apostles, and the testimony their 
writings, what are authorized believe the proba- 
bility that miraculous gifts will manifested the present 
day? Reserving the terms the commission for later con- 
sideration, let attend the record. 

The first important fact noted the small number 
miracles described. Peter and the other apostles Jerusa- 
lem are connected with six, including two Paul, 
Damascus, Paphos, Lystra, Philippi, Troas, and the 
island Melita, with Certain general statements are 
made, that, two occasions, ‘‘many signs and wonders 
were wrought through the Jerusalem; and. 
again, that many sick were that Stephen wrought 
ix. seq.; xiii. seq.; xiv. seq.; xvi. seq xx. seq.; xxviii. seq. 

Acts ii. 43; 12, 15, 16. 


great wonders and signs;! that Iconium “signs and won- 
and Ephesus were wrought 
through the hand Rom. xv. 18, 19, Paul speaks 
the things which Christ wrought through him “in the 
power wonders and Similar allusions are found 
the Epistles the Corinthians and Galatians. Twelve 
amples are circumstantially stated, two occasions are speci- 
fied, which said indefinitely that miracles were per- 
formed, two occasions which are spoken of, 
and two three slighter allusions are made them well- 
known facts. And where numerous miracles are collectively 
referred to, the connection always shows that each group 
wonders took place rapid succession and within short 
time. This the record more years Asia 
and Europe, and seems show that the display miracu- 
lous energy took place wide intervals time and space. 
further observed that the apostles cannot 
shown ever have wrought have professed work 
miracles the initiative their own will. this respect 
they conform the law under which the prophets the 
Old Testament did their supernatural works. Moses did 
miracles when and Jehovah commanded him. The re- 
corded wonders Israel’s exodus and conquest were accom- 
plished under express and even minute divine direction. 
Elijah and Elisha seem have been under the same de- 
pendence. least our Lord interprets his discourse 
the synagogue Nazareth. were many widows 
Israel the days and unto none 
them was Elijah but only Zarephath, the land 
Sidon, unto woman that was widow. And were 
many lepers Israel the time Elisha the prophet, and 
none them was cleansed, but only Naaman the 
The signs and wonders following the Pentecost are said 
have been wrought through (not by), the apostles. rela- 


Acts vi. Acts xiv. xix. Luke iv. 25-27. 


ting Paul’s first recorded miracle upon Elymas the sorcerer, 
the sacred historian says, But Saul, who also Paul, filled 
with the Holy Spirit, fastened his eyes upon But 
Saul was not now for the first time the recipient the 
Spirit’s power. received that gift under the hands 
Ananias. The language implies that acted under 
special inspiration, moving him denounce the judgment 
witness unto the word his grace, granting signs and won- 
ders done their hands.” 

Again, there nothing show that miracles were 
wrought mainly, all, satisfy the personal wishes 
either the person through whom whom the wonder 
was performed. doubt the sick desired healed, 
but there had been other reason for it, supernatural 
power would have been put forth. Paul suffered much 
anxiety with reference the illness but 
did not supernaturally shorten it; left Trophimus 
Miletum sick;* instead miraculously healing Timothy’s 
foresee the safety the passengers with whom was voy- 
aging but not his own fate the bar Nero.’ 
plain that miraculous power was not something pos- 
sessed Paul used his own his friends’ oc- 
casions, for any personal reason, but was communicated 
him, rather through him, such times and under such 
circumstances God’s good pleasure appointed and God’s 
Spirit revealed him. 

think that the impression made the Scripture nar- 
ratives any attentive reader that miracles, when 
wrought, were unmistakably real. Their reality does not 
seem have been much doubted. The scribes and 
Pharisees did not deny the fact that our Lord did the mighty 
Acts xiv. Phil. ii. 26,27. Tim. iv. 40. 

Tim. 23. Acts xxvii. Phil. ii. 23. 


works recorded him. They said did them the help 
Beelzebub, but did not venture say that they were 
optical illusions deceptions nervous fancies. They 
said, later, the apostles, indeed notable miracle 
hath been wrought through them manifest and 
cannot deny Christ said his second coming, that, 
though sudden lightning, would visible and 
His supernatural works, whether done his 
own person through his apostles, seem have had some- 
thing that revealing light. Hence they are commonly 
called “signs.” Their significance was not hidden. 
When, therefore, events are related supernatural 
which leave room for reasonable even 
doubt the reality the supernatural character claimed 
for them, not sufficient reason for withholding our 
assent the claim? Whatever such manifestations may be, 
they are not manifest signs something divine. 

Such are some the conclusions arrived from view 
the recorded facts. the general statements, that 
certain times and places miracles 
formed, seems reasonable interpret them the light 
presumed that each miracle group miracles thus re- 
ferred was performed under the same conditions divine 
guidance and direction that limited the exercise miracu- 
lous power the instances more circumstantially narrated. 

remains consider the prophecies and promises 
this subject. may remarked that upon these seems 
placed the chief reliance those who maintain that 
miracles are now looked for. will therefore 
proper this connection examine the position taken 
that class writers, and, one the ablest and fairest 
them, Dr. Gordon selected, whose work its third 
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edition this country, and has been much sold England. 
course not expected that his book will 
critically and thoughtfully examined the space that re- 
mains for this discussion; but, wherever our conclusions con- 
flict with his, hope consider the point difference 
candidly, and the esteemed author injustice. 

Dr. Gordon’s leading position that Christ set before 
the sickness-bearer well the sin-bearer his 
people,” from which inferred that our sick- 
nesses might not bear them.” This doctrine 
derived him from the text which declares that Christ’s 
work healing fulfilled the words Isaiah, Himself took 
our infirmities and bare our Hence feels 
authorized say, The yoke his cross which took 
hold our iniquities took hold also our But 
where said intimated that death the cross 
our Lord bore our sicknesses? own words certainly 
make distinction between his ministry and his death. 
“The Son man came not ministered unto, but 
minister, and give his life ransom for life 
was ministry; his ransom. not true, also, 
that whoever receives Christ faith receives him all his 
offices, Prophet, Priest, Redeemer, King, Advocate? Are 
required experience many separate kinds faith, 
order assured that will ours each and all 
these aspects, and more? seems that the question 
admits but one answer. Christ bore our diseases 
the same sense and with the same effect bore our sins, 
the great commission given the end the second 
Gospel should read, that believeth and baptized shall 
saved from both sin and disease. But the miracles 


Pastor the Clarendon Street Baptist Church, Boston. Third 
Edition. 

Matt. viii. 17. Matt. xx. 28. 


Are Miracles Expected? [Jan. 


enumerated are predicted signs, not promised the uni- 
form effect faith. signs shall but not 
necessarily every instance faith. They follow” 
when, where, often, and long, the Lord shall 
seem good. have reason suppose that the three 
thousand converts the day Pentecost all spoke with 
tongues, cast out demons, and healed’ the sick, much less 
that all them who had any bodily infirmities were made 
whole and sound. all workers 

the whole, must confessed that our author said 
wisely, beginning his comment the text from which 
inferred much, “In the atonement Christ there seems 
foundation laid for faith bodily healing. Seems, 
say, for the passage which refer profound and 
unsearchable its meaning that one would very careful 
not speak dogmatically regard Only went 
forward reason and infer, and support his reasonings 
and inferences collateral evidence, with such apparent 
confidence, that, did not forget his own caveat against 
dogmatism, there danger that his readers may. 

Advancing from this profound and comprehensive specu- 
lation, the author rests his cause upon explicit promises. 
The first these the passage already briefly but perhaps 
sufficiently considered, the prophecy signs follow 
the preaching and receiving the Waiving the 
doubt which hangs the authenticity this passage, 
promise that miraculous signs shall follow the preaching 
and reception the gospel—but, how often and for how 
long, there nothing tell us. 

From the Gospel Mark we.are directed pass over, 
per saltum, the Epistle James, and the much-can- 
vassed text, chap. any among you sick? let 
him call for the elders the church; and let them pray over 
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him, anointing him with oil the name the Lord: and 
the prayer faith shall save him that sick, and the Lord’ 
shall raise him Stress laid the circumstance that 
the promise unconditional: prayer faith shall save 
him that But these words, prayer 
our author says, strongly emphasized. the 
intercession accompanied the special miraculous faith 
alluded the Scriptures ‘the gift faith’ and ‘the 
gift cannot but think remarkable that, 
far have observed, there the whole volume 
definition, description, collation from the Scriptures, 
the characteristics this indispensable kind faith. 
merely alluded something supposed well under- 
stood. If, however, this accepted correct interpreta- 
tion, amounts surrender very important position. 
For the promise longer Prayer shall 
save the sick, provided the prayer 
faith; and the question, whether such miraculous endow- 
ments are now looked for, the text thus interpreted 
leaves where finds us. 

But, now, are liberty suppose that such was the 
apostle’s meaning? Did intend understood say- 
ing, Call the elders the church, provided they, any 
them, have the gift healing? Such not the obvious 
sense the passage. The direction call the elders 
implies that, general rule, the elders may expected 
what described, and with the expectation the 
predicted result. This promise, the way, warrant 
for the resort persons from far and near some person 
who not elder their church, any church, avail 
themselves the benefit his supposed superior power 
prayer. may suggested that, the time the apostle 
James, the elders the church were more generally marked 
faith and special gifts than the same class persons now. 
But this not the impression one gets reading the Epis- 
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tle. The state society and the churches presupposed 
the writer one calling for sharp rebukes. Instead 
the faith Christians being extraordinary, implies that 
decidedly needs fortifying. The very passage under con- 
sideration part evidently designed strengthen 
deficient faith the readiness God hear prayer. 

asked, What interpretation shall given this 
promise healing? Perhaps may not able answer 
any one’s satisfaction, even our own. But safe 
say that does not mean that Christians have divine war- 
rant for expecting that every sickness will averted and 
healed, might be, they were not blamably wanting 
faith. this principle, health should proportion 
piety, which apprehend not the fact. Nay, more, 
freedom from sickness were guaranteed, freedom from lia- 
bility die would enjoyed, and death, instead being 
the destroyed, would now already 
dethroned. cannot mean that supernatural help 
sought while the proper means cure are neglected. 
might well say that the injunction pray for daily bread 
excuses from laboring for it. this, all other matters, 
faith without works dead. cannot mean that the desire 
for health excepted from the general principle that our 
desires are offered prayer subject overruled 
the supreme wisdom and perfect will God, our hearts say- 
ing, our Lord said his agony, Not will, but thine 
done!” 

still asked, What interpretation shall give this 
shall with with other unconditional 
derstand those conditions which other parts God’s word 
you shall agree earth touching anything they 
shall ask, shall done for them;” with the promise, 
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sity supplying something which not there expressed, 
recognized Jehovah himself his word Ezekiel: 
say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die; 
turn from his sin and that which lawful and right 
shall surely live, shall not die.”! The unconditional 
denunciation has understood condition forgiveness 
upon repentance. Now, the duty reverently submitting 
our will the will God most clearly taught; and though 
not brought express condition limiting prom- 
ise, must understood. believe that more cases 
than the world knows of, sick persons have been raised 
answer prayer, the blessing God giving effect.to means, 
possibly rare instances exceeding the natural effect 
the means superseding them altogether. But must not 
supposed that recovery promised more unconditionally 
than other blessings that are contingent the will God. 
Perhaps separate these verses too much from their 
connection. The entire paragraph inculcates deportment 
becoming Christians various circumstances life. 
any afflicted? let him Let him not indulge the sor- 
row the world. any merry? let him sing psalms.” 
Let his mirth that Christian. any Let 
him meet affliction Christian way. Let him pray 
and send for the elders pray. That, the time when 
these words were written, there were cases miraculous 
healing, may admitted, and that the language used had 
greater fulness application then than has now. But 
its spirit and general meaning applicable all times. 
The two passages thus far considered are the only ex- 
plicit promises cited Dr. Gordon from the New Testa- 
ment. But the use which makes another passage 
the Epistle James worthy least passing notice. 
Elias was man subject like passions are’—not 
some privileged courtier the King kings, not some high 


Ezek. xxxiii. 14, 15. 


and mighty chancellor the exchequer heaven, having 
rights access and intercourse with God which know 
nothing—‘and prayed earnestly that might not rain, 
and rained not the earth for the space three years 
and six months. And prayed again; and the heavens 
gave rain and the earth brought forth her could 
shut and open the heaven, not the less can you, the chil- 
dren (p. 37). our author believes this, one 
tempted ask, why and others like-minded, did not 
open heaven when, has more than once happened since 
the book appeared, drought has parched the fields, dried 
the wells, and sadly diminished the water courses New 
England. But either wrote without due conviction 
this place, wrote with strange forgetfulness the next 
chapter: external nature, like the turning 
water into wine, and the multiplying the loaves, belong 
exclusively the Lord. not find them perpetuated 
beyond his own ministry, either fact promise. 
Miracles cure, the contrary, being the direct line 
the Lord’s redemptive work, abound the ministry the 
disciples they that the Lord, and have the clear 
pledge Scripture for their performance” (p. 53). are 
some doubt the meaning attached the phrase 
tion usually distinguishes that which exterior the mind 
contemplating it; and that sense every miracle ‘‘on ex- 
ternal only its deviation from course 
pernatural event. supernatural effect produced upon the 
human body one produced upon tree 
upon the weather. But, assuming, for the present occa- 
sion, that there properly distinction such the author 
the assertion that there promise miracles 
external nature reaching beyond our Lord’s personal 
ministry, made forgetfulness not only the passage 
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the Epistle James last cited and his comments thereon, 
but our Lord’s words the apostles: Whosoever shall 
say unto this mountain, thou removed and thou cast 
into the sea, and shall not doubt his heart, but shall be- 
lieve that those things which saith shall come pass; 
shall have whatsoever this promise runs 
the end the world, authorizes the present expecta- 
tion miracles. there any limit, why not also 
other promises relied on? 

Besides these definite citations, find some general as- 
sertions the teaching Scripture which should, per- 
haps, briefly referred to. For example, against the idea 
that miracles gather around certain epochs, our author 
says: “In the Old Dispensation were miracles healing 
shut within some narrow and special age? Run through 
the list and see: Abraham healing Abimelech and his house- 
hold his prayers God; Moses crying unto God for 
Miriam, ‘Heal her now, God, beseech thee,’ and the 
Lord answering with the promise that after seven days her 
leprosy should depart; God’s cure the bitten Israelites 
answer Moses’ prayer and through look the brazen 
serpent; Naaman the Syrian recovered his leprosy the 
faith Elisha; Hezekiah raised from his death-bed 
answer prayer, and his life lengthened out fifteen years; 
and other instances which have not space refer 
(p. 35). Here, proof that miracles healing were con- 
stant characteristic the old dispensation, facts are ap- 
pealed that are separated centuries: from Abraham 
Moses, four hundred years; from Moses Elisha, five hun- 
dred and fifty years; from Elisha Hezekiah, one hundred 
and eighty years; not speak separation space well 
time? 

must confessed, think, that the scriptural grounds 
Mark xi. 23. 


These are round numbers and the chronology chro- 
nology would increase one, least, the number. 
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for expecting continuance miraculous gifts, are some- 
what precarious. true that there express limitation 
them particular age. But there are certain indications 
tending support the belief that they belong the initial 
stage Christian development, not tothe ordinary conditions 
the Christian life. example, the revelation 
work must precede day him whose 
coming after the working Satan with all power and 
signs and lying wonders and with all deceivableness un- 
righteousness them that But the apostle Paul 
does not suggest that Christians are protected against 
the arts counter-supernatural demon- 
strations more authentic character. rather founds 
his hope their steadfast assurance upon their 
tion the Spirit and belief the accordance 
with the purpose and calling God, which truth ex- 
horts them stand The apostle John, connection 
with his warnings against the antichrists and false prophets 
that had gone out into the world, presents only this test for 
the trial the they confess deny the 
truth the gospel. spirit that confesseth that Jesus 
Christ come the flesh, God; and every spirit that 
confesseth not that Jesus Christ come the flesh, not 
The apostle Jude, also, after describing with ter- 
rible energy the character and doom false teachers, pro- 
poses his brethren this safeguard only, ye, beloved, 
building yourselves your most holy faith, praying 
the Holy Ghost, keep yourselves the love Peter, 
after reciting his own testimony and that his apostolic 
colleagues, who were eye-witnesses the honor and glory 
that Christ received from the Father when they were with 
him the holy mount, refers his brethren the more sure 
word prophecy,” the safeguard their With 
Thess. ii. John iv. 1-3. Jude 20. Pet. 
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this agrees the tenor the Epistles Timothy and Titus. 
Nothing said them signs wonders. They are 
preach, teach, rebuke, give themselves reading and medi- 
tation, speak things becoming sound doctrine, the work 
meekness instructing them that oppose themselves; and they 
are commit the same work with like charge, faithful 
men who shall able teach others one would 
infer from these Epistles that transmission miraculous 
power was provided for permanent characteristic the 
Christian dispensation. This more remarkable when 
take into account their prophetic character. Dr. Gordon 
thinks have fallen time when there special need 
special divine interpositions. says, 
time has come for make use all the divine assistance 
that within our reach. there are any residuary legacies 
power and privilege accruing since the fathers fell 
asleep, and yet remaining unclaimed, every consideration 
pressing come forward and take possession 
(p. But Paul writes his son Timothy, know, 
that the last days perilous times shall Does 
bid him his successors invoke miraculous weapons with 
which meet the coming Nay, verily. says, 
continue thou the things which thou hast learned 
and hast been assured of, knowing whom thou hast learned 
them; and that from thou hast known the holy 
possessing those Scriptures, declares, the 
man God furnished unto every good 
would seem that power were 
supposed the apostle needed the most perilous 
times that foresaw. 

the whole, view the survey that has been taken 
the testimony Scripture, this conclusion seems fairly 
warranted: that expectation continued miraculous 
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signs supported two three passages, taken their 
greatest intensity meaning, and without qualification 
from other relevant passages; but that the general tenor 
Scripture against it. The point nowhere explicitly de- 
termined. The indications fact also point negative 
conclusion. The .ministry the apostles was inaugurated 
Jerusalem the wonders the day Pentecost, the 
healing the lame man and many sick, the death 
Ananias and Sapphira, and miracles wrought Stephen. 
After this hear nothing more the supernatural that 
city, except the deliverance Peter from Herod, and the 
prophecy Agabus. But the word was confirmed signs 
following Samaria, and the conversion Paul, and 
various points along his missionary progress. reminds 
the Corinthians that the signs apostle were wrought 
when was among yet tells them that the mirac- 
ulous gifts are not the most important the most desirable, 
but that shows them more excellent 
have seen, his latest Epistles, the subject not alluded to. 

When pass from the New Testament the testimony 
ecclesiastical history, discover, the outset, that there 
evidence prove continuous exercise miraculous 
power from and after the apostolic age. For half century 
after the apostles, there mention it. The Apostolic 
Fathers, so-called, not claim such power for themselves 
for any their contemporaries. Beginning with Justin 
Martyr the second century, the claim peremptorily and 
confidently made the Fathers. But those Fathers not 
say that they themselves wrought signs and wonders, nor the 
bishops, nor any other ministers. They give nonames. They 
only say that such and such things are done us,” 
While, have seen, miracles were wrought 
the apostles considerable intervals time and space 
and particular junctures, the ecclesiastical writers declare 
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that they were wrought constantly, and that anybody who 
wished might see them any time. These marvels, visible 
pleasure, are distinguished that very circumstance from 
the miracles Scripture, and broad line. While the 
done the apostles seemed intended initiate con- 
version convincing the unbelieving, somewhat 
remarkable that the alleged ecclesiastical miracles appear 
first the second century, places where the religion had 
gained the most adherents, and that they become more 
numerous the church grows stronger,—that is, the need 
miracles diminishes. These circumstances are suspicious, 
and assertions having such presumption against them re- 
quire supported very explicit and unexceptionable 
testimony. such testimony producible? 


affirms that the dead were often raised. 
said, have lived among several years after their resur- 
But mentions names, specifies places, 


gives dates. Moreover, the heathen affirmed that the 
thing was impossible. Theophilus, Bishop Antioch, 
contemporary was challenged Autolychus, 
pagan, produce one the persons said have been 
evoked from the grave, and gave satisfactory answer. But 
the fact was such notorious frequency, not easy 
explain these denials. The rulers the Jews did not call 
question the raising Lazarus. 

Several writers speak the healing diseases very 
common, sometimes through the imposition hands, some- 
times, and perhaps oftenest, the application oil. But 
the evidence these cases unsatisfactory, partly from its 
vagueness and generality, and especially from the fact that 
proper evidence miracle seems have been given 
those who beheld. Now, the Jews might might not 
admit the reality Christ’s claims, but they could not help 
marvelling his wonderful acts healing. Apart from 
any ultimate effects conversion, all Jerusalem was moved, 
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when the lame man the Beautiful Gate the Temple 
was made walk, through the power the name Jesus. 
Not many the Lycaonians may have believed Paul’s 
preaching, but they were ready worship him god 
when his word the cripple leaped and But 
the cures boasted the Fathers were either denied 
impositions, boldly declared greater than were 
performed the name pagan gods; which better 
answer was forthcoming than that those were done demons. 

The casting out demons, the way, was the miracle 
which the most was made. That was seen al- 
most any time. fact, the great number alleged have 
been possessed one the most incredible features the 
case. They seem have abounded everywhere. Yet 
not easy discover from the descriptions given that the sub- 
jects exhibited anything more than the ordinary symptoms 
certain forms bodily and mental disease. 
remarked, also, that the Christian writers not claim that 
their exorcists did anything that was essentially different 
from what was asserted have been done Jewish and 
heathen exorcists. The sons Sceva the Jew, Ephesus, 
discovered difference between their exorcism and that 
And whatever may have ailed these patients, they 
were not,in fact, healed. Unlike those whom read 
the Gospels, they were constantly liable fresh seizures. 
They were taken under the care the church, and kept to- 
gether under the supervision the exorcists apartments 
appropriated their use. was the duty the exorcists 
pray over them some occasions, provide their daily 
food, and keep them employed some bodily exercise and 
innocent business, sweeping the church and the like, 
prevent the more violent agitations Satan and lest 
should tempted their idleness renew his attacks 
upon And finally, are told that when this office 


Acts xiv. seq. Acts xix. seq. Bingham Antt., Book iii. 
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was taken away from the professional exorcists the Coun- 
cil Laodicea, 367, and committed exclusively 
persons appointed the bishops, the miraculous energy 
suddenly declined and short time disappeared, that 
the form prayer for the possessed became obsolete. 
poor Macaulay says, be- 
lieved everything but the this step 
“that unhappy council,” the fatal occasion the loss 
the church eminent gift the 

may objected that some the things have re- 
ferred are aside from the matter hand, which miracles 
healing—the only kind miracle claimed credible 
our day. But cannot asked accept the testi- 
mony the Fathers without cross-examination. must 
have the whole story. they made claims having super- 
natural signs show, judge their capacity testify 
examples their discernment, the several parts 
their testimony. And must added that this subject 
the most eminent the Fathers are chargeable with incon- 
sistency. Thus Chrysostom, who means backward 
tell tales the supernatural, nevertheless says, Because 
miracles are wrought now, are not take asa 
proof that none were wrought then,” e., the times the 
for then they were use, but now they are 
ask says Augustine, are not mira- 
cles now wrought which you declare have been wrought 
formerly? would tell them that they were then necessary, 
before the for the very end that the world 

_might believe; but who still requires prodigies that 
may become believer, himself great prodigy, believing 
not when the world does Yet attempts 
prove, after all, that miracles were still wrought, and re- 
lates number. But these, and others which 
had caused verified, recorded, and published, 
confesses that they were known very few, 


“if even they were told abroad other people, yet they 
are not recommended with such authority re- 
ceived without difficulty and doubting, though true 
believers related true Nay, when the records 
were read publicly the church, who heard them 

seldom never took the pains tell anybody else 
whom they knew Stories that were not 
plausible enough win respectful attention from the Chris- 
tians that time cannot said make very strong 
claim upon our faith. Very early the history the 
church encounter instances alleged miracles that excite 
lively suspicions fraud. The name Ambrose mixed 
with transactions this sort that reflect honor upon his 
saintship. The pretended miracles the monks and the 
Rome even down our own day, need 
more than passing mention. 

What, now, said the claim set our day, 
that age miracles dawning? must admit with- 
out reservation, first, that there impossibility the 
supposition. God able work miracles now was 
two thousand years ago. must admit, also, that the 
Scriptures nowhere reveal limit time within which mira- 
cles were expected, and beyond which they were not 
hoped for. often hear said that the age 
miracles past. But age miracles defined in- 
spiration. All such are set aside. They estab- 
lish nothing and explain nothing. Yet would strange 
could not find the word God some principles 
which try the evidence that offered prove that “the 
Lord hath visited his with such power was put 
forth the days his should please him 
such works our day, ought undoubtedly expect that 
will them under the same like conditions old. 
Then, such works were done close connection with the 

Civ. Dei, Lib. xxii. 
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prophetic, apostolic, evangelistic ministry. Lord,” 
said, with” the apostles, confirming the word 
with signs following.” Lord....... bare wit- 
ness unto the word his grace, granting signs and wonders 
miracles are signs confirm the word, 
have reason look with suspicion upon wonders that are 
supposed have been performed for their own sake, for 
merely personal ends. shall compelled in- 
credulous the therapeutic value any man’s faith, who 
neither pastor nor evangelist, whom invalids re- 
sort they would physician, and whose prayers are 
sought medical prescriptions are sought their patients. 
shall perhaps think such manifestations divine power 
less improbable our foreign missions than elsewhere. 
There are few reports that effect—few and vaguely 
stated, needing verification, which our judgment must 
suspended. 

But when come instances alleged cure answer 
prayer without medical aid, have deal with law- 
less variety phenomena, among which there must dis- 
crimination. one rule principle will cover them all. 
Physicians tell that many diseases are self-limited, that 
any person whose constitution not seriously impaired 
more likely recover from sickness than not, even without 
medicine;,so that when medicine administered, the cure 
may not due it,—in logical phrase, may merely 
post hoc, not propter follows that when recovery 


mother Chief Justice Parsons, his son records, came deliberately 
the conclusion that medical science was science all, and that many 
cases quite much was feared hoped from medical 
the summer following grandfather’s death [1784], she removed 
Boston, and there lived until her death December, 1794, when she was 
seventy-five years old. While thus living with one uncles Boston, 
she had violent and long-continued fever. Not one particle medicine 
would she take from the beginning the end. her disease increased 
violence, and she apprehended delirium, she called her sons together and 
solemnly charged them, come what might, give her medicine whatever. 
And such was her hold upon them, that they obeyed her, when she could not 
have known had they disobeyed. She recovered and lived some years 
excellent Chief Justice Parsons, 15. 
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from sickness follows prayer, not certain proof the 
effectual character the prayer. Some cases are ac- 
counted for effect produced upon the nervous system 
through the force mental excitement. That this accounts 
for some wonderful instances apparent cure evident 
from the fact that similar effects are produced men who 
not pretend religious, and the still more decisive 
fact that some alleged cures are only temporary and are fol- 
lowed relapses. These and like cases being eliminated, 
there remain some instances that, reported, leave little 
room for doubt that sick persons were raised an- 
swer prayer. may perhaps desiderate more thorough 
sifting the evidence some cases. But examples are 
found that bear all reasonable tests evidence and still lead 
that conclusion, conclusion which may not 
reluctant admit. believe that God hearer 
prayer. believe that the God providence, con- 
trolling all the agencies nature for the working his own 
will, and that able answer prayer such control 
over second causes secures the result designs. 
may thus answer prayer for healing, either giving effect 
remedies, some other way. But does not follow 
either case that miracle has been wrought, com- 
pared with the mighty works done our Lord through 
the apostles his name. not such cases recog- 
nize miracle, and fail discover any occasion for miracle 
that recognized such the word God. 


ARTICLE 


THE DOCTRINE THE “TESTIMONIUM SPIR- 
ITUS SANCTI”: CONTRIBUTION ITS 
HISTORY THE LUTHERAN CHURCH DUR- 
ING THE SIXTEENTH AND SEVENTEENTH 
CENTURIES. 


SIMON, PH. D., PRINCIPAL CONGREGATIONAL THEO- 
LOGICAL HALL, EDINBURGH. 


THE Reformation the sixteenth century originated, 
far the prime movers were concerned, practical rather 
than theoretical needs. Neither the first leaders nor the 
earliest adherents the movement were stirred the outset 
scruples with regard either the constitution, the author- 
ity, the doctrine the church which they were 
members,—not more, all events, than many their 
contemporaries who remained the end fellowship with 
Rome. They objected certain practices, and desired cer- 
tain reforms; but they believed that only general council 
could held, everything might done removed that was 
necessary. This fact has long been held all intelligent 
historians account for much that, later and more ad- 
vanced generations, naturally seems defective, half-hearted, 
inconsistent, inconstant, and forth, the procedure 
the Reformers. led their touching practices, institutions, 
and doctrines only far practical interests directly and 
imperatively required it. 

This applies especially doctrine; and particular 
the doctrine which that the Holy Spirit constitutes 
integral factor; namely, the doctrina Deo. Luther expressly 


disclaims having any cause quarrel with the papacy far 
the doctrine the Trinity concerned. believed 
the divinity Christ and the incarnation, the procession 
the Spirit from the Father and the Son and his 
personality and work, these doctrines had been set forth 
the great teachers the Romish Church.! But the new 
experiences, the new life, which the Reformers realized, soon 
opened their eyes errors deficiencies new aspects 
the doctrines with which they were thus brought into more 
immediate relation. This particularly true the doctrine 
the work the Holy Spirit the conversion, renovation, 
enlightenment, and certification men. For whilst the 
function the Holy Spirit these matters had not been 
could not have been denied any com- 
munity that wished retain its Christian name,—yet the 
whole drift things the Romish Church had tended 
cast into obscurity. The Holy Spirit was held, indeed, 
dwell the church whole; but individuals—at all events 
private individuals—could share his influences solely 
through the church. Naturally enough, therefore, any re- 
generating, sanctifying, enlightening grace proceeding from 
him became the possession the individual solely through 
the church, not directly. 

But the new light and life gained Luther, 
Melanchthon, Farel, and others demanded 
expression. the outset, too, the inconsistency between 
their experience and the words which found utterance, 
the one hand, and the claims and teaching Rome, 
the other, was scarcely not strongly felt; but this 
could not and did not last long. Criticism the old became 
inevitable; and with criticism came fresh formulation 
experience and life the light Scripture. Such, fact, 
the process that constantly going all Christian 


Luther’s Theologie, Vol. ii. pp. 333, 332. Cf. Dorner, Un- 
veriinderlichkeit Gottes,’’ Jahrbiicher fiir Theologie, Vol. ii. 461. 


communities, whether free bound down rigid traditional 
creeds. Every influx new life, every change environ- 
ment, calls for and produces modifications the doctrinal 
statements which had adequately expressed and accounted 
for the old life. fewer the traditional hindrances, the 
more easily and naturally course does the process on. 
Where great ecclesiastical organizations, with formularies 
having legal well doctrinal significance, stand the 
way, friction and conflict are sure result; whilst injury 
more less great, according differences temperament 
and constitution, done both the intellect, conscience, 
and spiritual life those who feel that the old bottles will 
not bear the new wine, and yet not see their way re- 
sorting new bottles. 

There are two aspects the witness the Spirit, which, 
for the sake brevity, will term the and 
lectual aspects. its practical aspect, the witness the 
Spirit relates the sinner’s reconciliation with 
God through Christ, the fact that his sins are forgiven for 
Christ’s sake and his eternal salvation secured. its intel- 
lectual aspect relates the divine origin and authority 
the word God, through which the message forgiveness 
has come him. the one case, the Spirit testifies the 
sinner that God has accepted him; the other case, the 
believer that the word God really God’s word. With 
the latter must not confounded what closely akin 
thereto, the insight into the divine thought mind recorded 
Scripture given the Spirit God. 

Attention was first directed, shall find, what have 
termed the aspect the witness the Spirit. 
Following the lead Scripture, the assurance forgiveness 
through Christ and divine acceptance was traced the 
Holy Spirit. Neither the first reformers indeed, nor most 
their earliest adherents, were constant the language they 
used the subject: sometimes they attributed the assurance 
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God—so speak, the whole God,—sometimes the 
Father, sometimes even the Son; but gradually usage 
conformed itself Scripture, and came regarded 
the Spirit’s specific function bear the witness which 
assurance redemption culminated. 

The second aspect the witness the Spirit, however, 
gradually arose into view, though not first very distinctly; 
namely, that the word God Scripture: naturally 
enough too, considering the prominent position assigned 
the Reformation the the first instance, 
the seeking soul accepts forgiveness the authority the 
word God. But then the question arises, How 
that the the word God? What gives 

the history these two aspects the witness the 
Spirit then—his witness the individual’s acceptance with 
God through Christ, and his witness the divine origin and 
authority the word God—that propose direct 
attention. 

LUTHER. 


Our first business is, course, with Luther; whose 
writings contain more allusions the subject—one might 
almost venture say—than are found all the others 
put together, with the single exception perhaps those 
Calvin: all events, more specific allusions. 

Both aspects the doctrine the witness the Spirit 
are represented; but the practical referred with most 


The scriptural basis these two aspects the witness the Spirit 
furnished such passages the following: That the mentioned 
aspect Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit that are the 
children God’’ (Rom. viii. 15, cf. 16; Gal. iv. 14); 
the second such words as, received not the spirit the world, but the 
spirit which God; that might know the things that are freely given 
The natural man receiveth not the things the Spirit 
God: for they are foolishness unto him; and cannot know them, because 
they are spiritually Cor. ii. 10). 


distinctness and frequency. will begin with what 
says regarding its practical aspect. 

view the witness the Spirit its 
tical aspect. 

few words regarding the state mind through which 
passed before realizing that free forgiveness sin 
offered sinners and through Christ, will help set his 
statements this subject their true light. 

The one, all-controlling motive his life from shortly be- 
fore entering the monastery Erfurt until found peace, 
was attain certitude the favor God. Following 
the teachings the Romish Church, endeavored 
merit prayers, attendance mass, all sorts 
self-inflicted privations, sufferings; and when these failed, 
appeals mediators such the Virgin, St. George, St. 
Vincent, and the like. did not believe Christ,” says 
he, deemed him strict, terrible judge, painted 
sitting above There was nothing was not 
fact, came near succumbing the austerities which 
imposed himself conjunction with the inward strug- 
gles through which realization divine 
pardon and experience sanctifying grace constituted the 
first steps the Protestant discernment the significance 
the witness the Holy Spirit :—the steps, repeat, 
for Luther’s view the witness the Spirit was 
means coincident origin with his realization divine 
pardon and inward peace. Nor did regard veritable for- 
giveness the part God and the inward witness thereto 
inseparable. the contrary, held that God often for- 
gives those without, were, directly assur- 
ing them the fact; deals with them, both outwardly 
and inwardly, such manner that they fancy him 
still angry with them and have purpose condemn 
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them. for time and eternity, though nothing could further 
from his mind. What designs prevent their for- 
getting the fear God when the days rejoicing shall 
come.! But does not stop there; the contrary, not 
only does accept righteous through Christ, but also 
eventually bestows the forgiveness 
and grace. gives good conscience, letting 
hear his secret whisper prompting Thy sins 
are forgiven thee. Then attain joy and gladness.” 

One two quotations will show the position 
reached 


horrid error which the Papists have taught the people, that ought 
doubt about the forgiveness sin and the grace God. Thou must see 
thyself sinner,’ say they; ‘and indeed such sinner that thou canst 
not possibly sure blessedness.’’’ 


the contrary,— 


gives the Spirit Christ, who also Son, order that with 
and through him may cry Abba, Father. This crying man aware of, 
when there hesitation doubt his conscience, and certain, not 
only that his sins are forgiven, but that also the child God. Some- 
times, indeed, may become doubtful whether child, and may think 
God angry, stern judge. But childlike confidence sure last 
gain the upper hand again; otherwise all lost. too know that 
are poor sinners; but not here question what are and do, but 
what Christ is, has done, and still does for us. speak not our nature, 
but God’s grace. may therefore have personal ‘certainty; can 
recognize the crying the Spirit our heart. thou art not sensible 
this crying, pray without ceasing till God hear thee. Thou shouldst not, 
indeed, desire hear nothing but that crying thee, for thy sin also cries 
out and troubles thy conscience; but the Spirit Christ must and ought 
outcry that cry sin; that is, inspire thee with confidence stronger than 
thy Wherever there faith Christ, the Holy Spirit works 
certain, childlike confidence. And the witness the Spirit just this, that 
through his working our heart has comfort and confidence, and can offer 
childlike prayer. That can regard ourselves the children God not 
due ourselves the law: the witness the Spirit, which 
opposition the law and our own sense 

Dorner, 229 ff.; comp. 156, 364. 


pours the Holy Spirit into our hearts, and says our hearts that 
truth and not Besides that such has taken place 
and proclaimed the word the gospel, the Holy Ghost writes 
inwardly our hearts, for those who hear are inwardly set flame 
that their heart saith, That true, even though must die hundred 
deaths for it!’ one asked, How dost thou know it?’ one must 
reply, hear thus the word, the sacrament, and the absolution: 
but desides all, the Holy Spirit tells truly heart hear here 
the creed, that Christ became man, died, and rose again from the dead for 
me; even St. John saith John ii. What the Holy Ghost writes 
the heart agrees with what stands the Holy 

view the witness the Spirit relation 
the word God. 

According Luther, receive the forgiveness sin 
through the mediation the which word 
God, harmony with the then prevailing doctrine the 
Romish Church, took signify what was contained 
the Indeed, uses the terms and 
free from constantly assaults the position 
those who put their reason above alongside the word, 
who look for direct revelations over and beyond what 
contained himself indeed had arrived 
assurance salvation, not the reading Scripture, but 
what one may preaching brother monk and 
later taught that the church full the for- 
giveness sins,” meaning that every Christian had right 
proclaim the absolution and remission sin the name 
Christ. was because the back the church— 
the creator the church—was the word God, the 
Scriptures.’ 

Miiller St. Kritiken, 1856, 339. 
156. ii. 252; Heppe, iii. 16. 
242. ii. 285 ff. Késtlin, 156; Dorner, 238, 241. 
222; cf. Heppe, iii. 228, 243 

The question the exact meaning the expression word 
and its relation Scripture, not quite easy answer. own impression, 
however, is, that the usage the Reformers and contemporaries will 
best understood the light the fact that, down even our own day, 

VOL. XLVIII. NO. 189. 
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But wherein consists the certainty the word? Here 
are brought that aspect the Spiritus 
which chiefly busied the minds the second gener- 
ation Protestant theologians. assurance salvation 
taught the word, and our assurance divine 
assurance, must not have divine assurance regarding 
the Let see what Luther says the subject. 
constantly and decidedly refuses make the validity 
Scripture depend the authority the church; and when 
met Augustine’s statement, non crederem, 
nisi says should be, non 
crederem nisi cofmmoveret interpret- 
ing persuasive influence, and thus putting 
the whole truth into 

Nor would seem have attached much, any, real 
importance most the so-called proofs for the divine 
inspiration and authority Scripture ordinarily advanced 
apologists. Indeed, rarely touches them, perhaps 
because the divine authority Scripture was not questioned 
any with whom had 

Yet says the Christian:— 


Thou must certain that the word God that thou 
nay, even more certain, for thy conscience must alone stand thereon. Even 
all men, yea, the angels and the whole world, came conclusion about 
anything, shouldest thou not able conclude likewise, thou art lost. For 
thou mayest not make thy judgment depend the Pope any one else: 
thou thyself must skilled able say, ‘God speaketh this; that, 
speaketh not: this right; that wrong.’ Otherwise impossible 
stand. reliest the Pope and councils, the Devil may come and 
whisper, Suppose were false? how, they had erred?’ and then thou art 
thrown down. Therefore thou must certain, and warranted saying 
with all boldness, ‘This the word God, and ready venture for 
body and life and hundred thousand heads had them.’ 


not uncommon for upholders inspiration its most rigid sense use 
regarding sermons some such language were the pure word 
though the said sermons may have contained comparatively few 
quotations from Scripture. But cannot enter further into the subject here. 
278; cf. ii. 252. 
242; ii. 253, 254, Dorner, 226. 


But whence the Christian believer draw this certain- 
ty? attached great importance for the beget- 
ting faith the impression produced the concordant 
testimony the church, still conceives the proper ground 
faith the gospel for every individual be, that 
God’s word, and that find true—true, 
even though angel from heaven, and all the world, were 
assert the Now the Holy Spirit, 
maintains, who enables feel this when use the 
Scriptures. says the action the Spirit the 
genesis faith applies also faith Scripture itself. 
passage which speaking the relation external 
signs the use faith says:— 


true hearer the divine word can add thereto that not the 
word man, but certainty the word God: for God teaches him in- 
drawn the Father. The true divine faith believes the word, 
not account the preacher who has uttered it, but that cer- 
tainly 

word must and itself satisfy the heart, and lay hold the 
man that shall, were, taken prisoner it, and feel that true 
and right. did the Samaritans believe, according John.’’? 


himself must speak thy heart, saying, This God’s word,’ else 
undetermined. God caused the same word preached the apos- 
tles, and still causes preached. But, even the Archangel Gabriel 
from heaven were preach it, what can help me? must have God’s own 
word, want hear what word may preached me, but 
one can put into heart save God alone: must speak heart, 
otherwise comes it; for, keeps silence, remains unspoken. 
Therefore from the word which God teaches none shall separate me; and 
must know certainly know that three and two make five. Who 
can settle that for me? man; but the truth alone, which socertain that 
one can decry 


Utterances like the following: the Holy Ghost who 
enables discern that the Scripture the appli- 
what says about the relation the Spirit 

ii. 252. 


ii. 255. See John iv. 42. Dorner, 228. 


the genesis faith means the word; faith the 
Scriptures themselves: true hearer the divine word 
can set his seal that not the word man, but 
veritably the word God, for God teaches him inwardly 
drawn the Father; true, divine faith believes the 
word, not for the preacher’s sake, but that cer- 
tainly word itself must satisfy the heart, and 
convince the man, that shall be, were, taken 
prisoner it, and know true and 
ascribe Luthur, aller Bestimmtheit die 
Lehre vom testimonium spiritus sancti und von der fides 
would seem me, confess, more exact 
say that what actually does, these and the other quo- 
tations have given, plant the germ sow the seed 
the doctrine; or, perhaps, rather provide the materials 
which other minds should operate—at all events, 
understand doctrine the classification, correlation, and 
explanation facts and experiences. man promi- 
nence the recent history the church ever had, perhaps, 
firmer hold the reality: wiser words than Luther’s 
have been spoken with regard the church, Scripture, and 
the action the Holy Spirit, relation alike the certain 
assurance salvation and the conviction the divine ori- 
gin and authority Scripture; but his mission was rather 
discover and proclaim than formulate and systematize 
Christian And were well all Christian thinkers 
would remember that this, other domains, 
experience, science; and that, whilst experience may 
exist without science, science without experience apt 
degenerate into juggling with words and formule. 


II. LUTHERAN THEOLOGIANS. 


the head these stands, course, 
who, though Luther’s coadjutor and, speak, right 


ii. 254. Cf. Schweizer’s Glaubenslehre, etc., 14: 


hand, was rather scientific orderer than productive origi- 
nator, like his friend. many respects the two were per- 
fect contrast—the one naturally disposed the mystical, 
the speculative, passionate and impulsive, impatient forms; 
the other practical, unwilling take flights into regions 
where could not clearly see his way, conciliatory, calm, 
reflective, moderate, and disposed compromises. 
sidering that Melanchthon was Suabian, and Luther 
Saxon, one would have expected Luther have been Mel- 
anchthon, and Melanchthon Luther. 
made themselves markedly felt connection with the sub- 
ject under references the 
witness the Spirit both its aspects are not only 
rare, but vague, if, indeed, they can called references 
all Luther’s sense. And this the more surprising 
view his life-long intimacy with Luther and the harmony 
with which they co-operated. 

(1) Many passages might quoted from his writings 
evidence the fact that understood what the certain 
assurance God’s nearness and forgiveness meant, and that 
unhesitatingly recognized the action the Holy Ghost 
the soul; but does not seem have got the length 
regarding the witness the Spirit constitutive element 
the higher Christian life. 


object faith, namely, the revealed grace God, living, active 
accordingly faith itself act confidence stirred the Holy 
Ghost. Every divine work, whether creation redemption, expres- 
sion the divine power and goodness. This received the believer; 
himself laid hold and brought near God, far away from those 
who content themselves with the cool acceptance historical facts. Faith 
therefore laying hold God-given certitude, confidence the divine 
mercy promised through Christ, which, when enters the soul, gives peace, 
excites thankful confidence, and spurs the free and joyous fulfilment 
the law are justified when, having been cast down the law, 


See Gass, Geschichte der prot. Dogmatik, 35; cf. Nitzsch, Deutsche 
Zeitschrift Wissenschaft, etc., 1855; and article 
Herzog’s Real-Encycl., ed., 277 ff., 289 
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are lifted again the word grace, which promised Christ, 
the gospel, which forgives sins; and when cling faith, not 
doubting that Christ’s righteousness and resurrection are ours, that his satis- 
faction our propitiation; short, not doubting that our sins are forgiven 
and that God 


When treating the relation between the word and the 
Holy Spirit conversion, says 

The Spirit God efficacious along with the word, raising and helping 
the heart. Let not then grieve the Holy Spirit, but assent the word 
God, and obey the Holy Spirit.’’ 

the knowledge the gospel, and without the Holy Spirit, 

factors co-operate conversion: the word God; the Holy 
Spirit, whom the Father and Son send, that may kindle our hearts; and 
our own will, consenting and not resisting the word 

The following passage, however, the last clause which 
occurs repeatedly his and Ordinan- 
seems imply that far recognized the 
witness the Spirit all, identified with what 
should call one the fruits the Spirit 


When our terrified minds are lifted faith, the Holy Spirit the 
same time given, and stirs our heart new emotions, congruous the 
law God. called the Spirit grace, far testifies our 
hearts that God propitious; inasmuch, namely, moves our hearis 
assent the promise, and settle that are received 


(2) Nor can much more said with regard the witness 
the Spirit the divine origin and authority the word. 
implied the passages quoted under the last head, 
held that the God”’ one the necessary co- 
operative conversion; and although 
primarily view the “certi immoti articuli fidei, com- 
minationes promissiones when spoke the 

Corpus Doctrine Philipp. (Strassburg, 1580), 421, quoted Miiller, 
Stud. Kritiken, 1856, 346 
Miiller, 348. The title Melanchthon’s chief work was Loci 


communes Rerum Theologicarum, seu Hypotyposes Theologice, and was 
first published Wittenberg 1521. 


God” this connection,! all probability, after 
Luther’s manner, identified the word and the Scriptures, 
though more naively than formally. 

somewhat remarkable, considering that the Reforma- 
tion took its stand, supposed have taken its stand, 
the Bible divine authority, opposition the 
assumptions Rome, that Melanchthon, its first theologian, 
should not have devoted single special paragraph the 
question the Scriptures his and that neither 
the two Confessions, the compilation which 
took leading part, namely, the and 
the should contain article the 
Scripture. the fifth the former, however, references 
are made the Det, and the fanatics are condemned 
who seek illumination verbo Det extra evangelium, 
supposing that they can have the Holy Spirit verbo 
The first article the latter headed and 
que scripta est libris prophetarum apostolo- 
the same time, affirms that writings 
the prophets and apostles are embraced vera fide. 

touches the subject the Loci” under the section, 
the Difference between the Old and New 
verges recognition the witness the Spirit the 
section, the Signs the where the words 
occur: Those who wish disciples the gospel listen, 

Klaiber, Testimonium S.,’’ etc., Dorner’s Jahrbiicher fiir 
deutsche Theologie, Vol. ii. indeed, one might say, equally true 
most theologians and preachers, practically considered. For all discrim- 
inate, more less distinctly, between those parts Scripture which contain 


the gospel, and others which refer matters only remotely connected with 
it, as, g., the genealogical lists Chronicles. 


The latter was chiefly, not entirely, his own work, and was called 
him the Augustana. See Herzog’s Real-Encycl., Vol. ix. 267. 


Sylloge Confessionum (Oxonii, 1804), 131 


Sylloge, etc., 207. 


order that they may know God. them, when they 
assent with fear and faith the word God, 
kindled, which they are aided between the 
gospel and human wisdom, and duly receive the articles 
the doctrine regarding 

The subject also approached the 
preface the After expounding the 
philosophy, namely, sensuous experience, intuitive 
principles, as, g., that and logical inference 
demonstration, goes say, that the— 


doctrine the church the causa certitudinis the revelation God, 
who true, and which confirmed certain and divine testi- 
monies; as, for example, the resurrection the dead, and many other mira- 
cles. But (he adds), quia res sunt extra judicium mentis 
languidior est assensio, que fit, quia mens movetur illis testimoniis miraculis 


But even this said with regard rather the contents 
Scripture, the gospel, the saving doctrines substance 
facts; word, Jesus Christ and his work for the 
remission sins, than the Scriptures whole. 

The contrast between Melanchthon and Luther the 
witness the Holy Spirit clearly great. Into the probable 
reasons the difference cannot now enter. That the 
believer may and ought have firm confidence that 
forgiven and accepted God, for Christ’s sake; that the 
Holy Spirit co-operates the generation faith, and 
given that the Scriptures were the word God; 
that they were given the inspiration the Spirit; and 
that the Spirit’s light and guidance are needed for the under- 
standing the truths salvation, Scripture generally 
—all this accepted; and yet there the contrast noted. 

contemporaries and successors down 
the close the sixteenth century. 

During Melanchthon’s lifetime considerable number 
works substantially the same character his own Loci 
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Communes,” etc., appeared various parts Germany, all 
more less based his work even designed illustrate 
it. But none them would seem have shown adequate 
appreciation Luther’s treatment the subject are 
considering. Their references it, all events, are marked 
the vagueness which have found characteristic 
those their theological leader Melanchthon.! There 
lack insistence the possibility certain assurance 
forgiveness, especially where was necessary explicitly 
oppose the Romish error, vigorously denounced 
Luther, that presumptuous and perilous for sinner 
certain: and doubts are hinted the divine 
origin Scripture. 

(1) Passing over Urbanus Regius, Brenz, and others, let 
him, who was above all others the great polemic against 
the authority, doctrine, and practices the Church 
Rome, one would have expected the doctrine the witness 
the Spirit distinctly stated and formulated. 
all the more striking became customary later 
period lay special stress the witness the Spirit 
disputes with Rome. remarked 
only Chemnitz, but the vast majority, not 
all the Lutheran systematic theologians the sixteenth 
century,—certainly till Hunnius,—contented themselves, 
did Melanchthon, with general statements regarding the 
Scripture Sacre. Neither his ‘Loci’ nor his 


Cf. Heppe, iii. 


Born Nov. 1522; died, April 8th, 1586. His two chief works were 
the Examen Decretorum Concilii Tridentini, 1565-1573; and Loci theo- 
logici, etc., edited Polyc. Leyrer. began his career lecturing 
Wittenberg Melanchthon’s After was made Superintendent 
Brunswick continued labors systematic theology, and although not 
original genius, systematized the work his predecessors, and became 
the first theologian the Reformation. 
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‘Examen’ does Chemnitz mention the 
does not even devote special section the 
the doctrine Sacred Scripture. When makes 
occasional references Scripture, as, for example, the 
goes further than say that God 
has adjoined his word certum aliquod under- 
standing thereby principally the miracles revelation and 
the marvellous deliverances vouchsafed his people. 
(iii. 568), restricts himself the remark that God 
firmed his word remarkable and caused 
written and handed down witnesses “approved 
divine authority and sure evidences.” 


the Examen,’ his aim show, not much how the revealed word 
proves itself such man, rather why the word should the 
full and exclusive source and rule faith. Owing the uncertainty that 
characterizes oral tradition, God himsclf arranged that his word should 
committed writing, and preserved its purity, means Scriptures 
divinely inspired.’ 

Hence the use and authority the written word. The 
authority the word mainly due its inspiration. 


order that the entire matter might most sure and certain, oppo- 
sition all sorts impostures, God chose out certain men for the work 
writing, and equipped them with many miracles and divine testimonials, that 
there might doubt that what they wrote was divinely inspired. The 
réle the early church was primarily only that historical witness the 
fact that certain writings were composed and approved the apostles, which 
apostolic authorship and approbation constituted their canonical dignity. The 
tendency his entire argument deny later tradition the right set 
itself evidence authenticity and limit the same the early church. 


(2) Mention should made another theologian who 
supplies almost direct proof that the doctrine the wit- 
ness the Spirit, especially relation the word God, 
had lost its significance, even dropped out mind, 
namely who, though first zealous disciple 
Melanchthon, afterwards became his theological opponent. 


Loci, ed. Leyrer, tom. 55. Heppe, Dogmatik, ff. 
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His works may regarded constituting the transition 
Saxony from Melanchthonianism the later Lutheranism. 
was one the first treat with some care the 
Scriptura Sacra; but the argument from the witness the 
Spirit not included among the eleven reasons which 
adduces favor the Scripture Sacre, though 
there reference passing its practical aspect. The 
list pretty nearly the same that which became usual 
for theologians give: (a) their divine authority and reve- 
lation; (4) their antiquity; miracles such were inimi- 
table and impossible the Devil, as, e.g., the exodus 
Israel from Egypt; the fulfilment prophecy; (e) the 
nature and majesty the doctrines divinely revealed there- 
in; their style, which demonstrates the presence and 
glory the Holy Spirit; (g) the harmony the Old and 
New Testaments; the conservation and propagation 
the doctrine; the multitude godly men, martyrs, and 
confessors; the universal experience believers, 
whom has been given the the that they 
are truly the sons (k) the fury the Devil, blas- 
phemers, heretics, tyrants, who all ages have opposed the 
doctrine the prophets and apostles, but whom God al- 
ways repressed and 

The same position was taken Heerbrand, Sarcerius, 
Hafenreffer, Heshus, and the minor lights, whether less 
more completely non- anti-Melanchthonian, down 
with the exception Hunnius, who seems have been 
the first take new departure. 


THE NEW DEPARTURE. 


The first theologian the Lutheran Church treat 
more formal and distinct manner the testimo- 
utum Sanctt was— 


Heppe, Dogmatik, 242, where see the titles the works the follow- 
ing writers. 


The Doctrine the [Jan. 


With regard its practical aspect speaks follows:— 


what way dost thou prove that believers are able and ought cer- 
tainly assured that they possess the favor God? This evident, first 
all, from the immovable fixity the divine The second 
ground the sealing the Spirit. For truly, order that may not 
compelled, after the manner the Gentiles and Romanists, remain 
doubt regarding the grace God, God confirms his grace towards us, not 
only verbal promise, but most sacred oath; yea, also seals effica- 
ciously his Spirit the hearts the elect, order that they might cer- 
tainly know themselves the sons God. Which thing clear from 
the indubitable testimony Holy Scripture; see, for example, Cor. 22, 
hath also sealed us, and given the earnest the Spirit our 
further, Eph. 13, were sealed with that Holy Spirit also 
Rom. viii. 15, 16. Since then the Holy Spirit called Christ the Spirit 
truth (John xv. 26), yea, truth itself John 6), and seals the grace 
God each individual believer, and bears witness all believers that they 
are the sons God, follows that those serfs antichrist, the Romanists, 
are guilty diabolical lie, when they pretend that those who are justified 
neither can nor ought confident enjoying the grace 
what else this but blasphemously allege that when the Holy Spirit bears 
witness with the spirit believers, that they are sons God, neverthe- 
less right doubt whether this witness the Divine Spirit true false 
Which verily inflict enormous insult the Spirit grace.’’? 


the matter inward certitude, others before Hun- 
nius had been distinct enough. Indeed, this was point 
which all Protestants insisted, opposition the Roman- 
ists. But the predecessors Hunnius did not connect 
distinctly does with the witness the Spirit, though 
does not enter into examination its method and 
scope. refers the aspect the Spirit’s 
witness when adducing arguments for the divine origin and 

Born, 1550; died, 1603. Author collection 
which twenty-three cover nearly the whole ground systematic 
theology, which appeared 1597, besides other works. See Heppe, Dog- 
matik, 123; and Klaiber’s article, After his death was said him 


omnium merito tertium Luthero locum 
Real-Encycl., Hunnius, 320. 


Hunnius, Opera Latina, Vol. 577. 


authority Scripture. the fifth the list; and his 
words are follows: 


God himself seals the certitude the truth the prophetic and apostolic 
doctrine the hearts his saints the earnest his Spirit. And this ar- 
gument all others, the surest, the most efficacious for the confirma- 
tion the authority the Scriptures, when the entire multitude believers 
throughout the earth feels its heart that these Scriptures, together with the 
promises which they contain, are fortified the sentence and suffrageof God 
himself; yea, indeed, more than trans-celestial and plainly divine seal. 
Not that unbelievers are able perceive the strength this evidence; 
discernible only believers, who understand that the grace God and the 
certainty the divine promises are ratified the earnest the 

the writer whom indebted for this quotation 
remarks, interesting note, first,— 

The transition made from the subjective sealing the grace God 
the Holy Spirit the certainty the divine promises, and from these 
the Scriptures which they are contained; and then how repudiates 
the idea that can argument demonstration for others. the con- 
nection which the words occur Hunnius also carefully distinguishes the 
argument from the witness the Spirit from two others which later days 
—even, one might say, our own day—were substituted for it: that, namely 
consolatione which the Scriptures afford all circumstances the inner 
and outer life; and that quos vita hominum gubernanda 
declarat,’ other words, from the moral influence exercised the Scrip- 


Still more clearly certain respect, though not yet 
thoroughly satisfactory manner, does Leonhard 
express himself with regard the theoretical aspect the 
subject. Distinguishing between the objective, speak, 
external ground the authority the Scriptures, namely, 
their divine origin, and the way which become assured 
this same divine origin and authority, says with regard 
the latter (see quest. prop. 

See the treatise entitled Majestate Certitudine 
included the Opera, ed. Wittenb., 1607, Vol. 10; quoted Klaiber, 
This treatise, which pretty well covers the apologetic field trav- 


ersed succeeding theologians, was its day extensively studied; and 
may regarded therefore eminently representative. 


Opera, ed. Wittenb., 1607, Vol. 10; quoted Klaiber, 
Born, 1563; died, 1616. 
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evident us, not only from the testimony the primitive 
church, but also from internal miracles, the constancy 
‘martyrs, and the like. not, however, attain full and saving 
till the same Spirit whom the books were written and pub- 
lished testifies our minds their canonical authority internal 
God speaks also to-day, not indeed immediately, yet 
mediately; not indeed through the church, but through the Scrip- 
tures; and the Holy Spirit testifies to-day concerning the divine 

Whilst Hutter clearly assigns the witness the Spirit 
the highest position among the arguments for the divinity 
Scripture, leaves doubt uncertainty with regard 
the precise nature and mode that witness. Some 
his words, strictly taken, would warrant the conclusion that 
the Spirit testifies means through the medium the 
internal and that, though uses them, his testi- 
mony not only indistinguishable from, but even identical 
with, Other words, however,—for example, those 
the last bear somewhat fuller meaning. 
The truth seems, after all, be, that was feeling his way 
towards, rather than actually expounding, clear and defi- 
nite formulation what felt the teaching alike 
the church, the Scriptures, and experience. 

Nothing material added the subject later theolo- 
gians like Gerhard, Osiander, Quenstedt, and others. 
They but distinguish, define, correlate, with greater ex- 
actness and logical consistency. For the rest, one can 
scarcely speak development, and therefore not history. 
remarkable that scarcely single theologian seems 
have dreamed looking the subject from the psychologi- 
cal point view. They all contented themselves with 
scriptural dogmatic statements. 

The first take step this direction, far 

See his Compendium locorum theologicorum Scr. s., Libro Concor- 


diz Collectum. (Wittenb. 1610.) 
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know, was Hieronymus younger contemporary 


The Holy Spirit bears witness our spirit such wise that once 
know that given him, and that divine. learn the 
fact itself that live while live, and believe while believe; so, whilst 
the Holy Spirit confirms the truth us, whilst the word and 
testifies concerning the word within, like manner experience, the act 
itself, that operates and testifies within. And one who believes does 
not look out for reasons, from which may appear himself that be- 
lieves, but sensible himself his own faith, also, relation the in- 
ternal operation and witness the Holy Spirit, who experiences has 
need new argument convince himself that that operation and witness 
are divine; for perceives once sense divinity the very act itself 
and the motion his own 


The well-known divine, David Hollaz, worthy 
more than passing mention with regard the witness 
the Spirit. far Scripture concerned Hollaz distin- 
guishes three grades certitude:— 


The absolute and highest, the middle, the lowest. The highest degree 
certitude our assent the Holy Scripture brought about the inter- 
nal witness the Holy 

The chief and ultimate reason for believing with divine faith (fide divina) 
that this written word, and what either read, hear, believe out the 
Scriptures, true and divine, the authority God alone, now revealing 
externally, then sealing internally,’’ 


The nature this witness describes follows:— 


witness the Holy Spirit supernatural act the Holy Spirit, 
whereby, after having communicated his own divine energy Holy Script- 
ure, strives, opens, illuminates, and bends the heart man the obe- 
dience faith, through the medium the said word attentively read 
heard, that man who has been illuminated external spiritual motions 
verily perceives that the word presented him has proceeded from God, and 
accordingly gives undisturbed assent. often the divine word 
the law and gospel attentively read heard, teachable man 
its heart-stirring force, and gathers from internal acts his heart and super- 


See his Theologia Positiva-polemica, etc. (Leps., 1671). 


Klaiber, chief work was the Examen Theologicum Acro- 
amaticum universam Theologiam Thetico-polemicam complectens, published 


1707. 
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natural motions that God speaks with him. Those acts, far the intellect 
concerned, are light supernatural knowledge and inspired holy thought; 
far the will concerned, are spiritual motions, such sorrow for sin, 
desire learn and progress, pious love towards God, revealing sweet 
nation enjoin the intellect, already enlightened with some spiritual 
light, unshaken acceptance the things that are believed—spiritual 

another place, meeting obvious difficulty that had 
arisen, says:— 

the proof from the effect, which divine and saving, that the Spirit, who 


testifies within the divine origin Scripture, must divine, most holy, 
most 

From what says here and elsewhere, would seem that 
the judgment Hollaz— 

internal witness the Spirit concerning the authenticity Sacred 
Scripture coincides substance with the efficacy the Scripture. far 
the Sacred Scripture, attentively read and carefully meditated, illumines 
the intellect man, that clearly recognises its and draws 
his will consent thereto, this effect the Holy Spirit produces means 
the word properly used. For the effective energy which ascribe the 
word God for the production illumination, conversion, renovation, and 
confirmation truly divine, and differs nothing, substance, from the 
energy the Holy Spirit working the hearts men; although there 
difference the mode wielding the power, inasmuch, namely, 
which belongs the Spirit and through himself, the principal cause, 
belongs the word participatively, the instrumental 


will conclude this review Lutheran teachings with 
Theology” supplied theological instruction many genera- 
tions German students. 

(1) touches the practical aspect the witness 
the Spirit only very briefly, follows:— 


Those who believe are both able and accustomed know, with infallible 


Born, 1647; died, 1695. was many years professor theology 
Jena. published various works, but the one from which quoting 


was perhaps the most important, namely, Compendium Theologiz Positive, 
first published Jena 1686. 
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certitude, that they truly believe—believe with divine and not merely with 
human faith. Not indeed aiways every state; for case temptation, 
may and does happen that even true believers will fail perceive their own 
faith; and when they descend into themselves more calm 
and tranquil spirit; for verily, the case other acts cognition, 
that the acts faith Christ, although they are supernatural, yet when 
reflecting themselves, they manifest themselves the intellect: 
their very being, which supernatural, and far according their super- 
natural nature. Secondly, the supernatural witness the Holy Spirit, 
which testifies the mind believer concerning those acts reflecting 
themselves, even said Rom. viii. 16. added acts 
faith, love, and the like fruits supernatural faith—which themselves 
certainly and infallibly testify the truth supernatural faith 

What means not quite clear. all events, testi- 
mony that certain acts are acts true faith Christ does 
not first sight seem exhaust the meaning Paul’s 
words, The Spirit also beareth witness with our spirit that 
are sons fact, Baier seems stand the 
turning-point, and already initiating the transition 
from the element directness the Spirit’s witness that 
mere inference. far the words quoted go, the 
function the Spirit’s witness establish the truth 
one the premises from which the believer argues with 
infallible certainty that true believer, and therefore 
true son God. But this does not seem the mean- 
ing Paul’s words, which professing interpret. 

(2) With regard the aspect the 
witness more full and explicit, though whether 
shows adequate appreciation its significance another 
question. 

The doctrine itself Scripture always begets the divine faith, which 
the divine origin the matter doctrine Scripture recognized, pro- 
vided read heard with attention. does immediately itself, 
though the ground divine virtue always and indissolubly conjoined 
with 

way further explanation adds:— 


ultimate reason divine faith’ the divine revelation itself, con- 


Compendium ed. Preuss (Berlin, 1864), xvi. 395 
VOL. NO. 189. 
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tained the Scriptures, which assent given; nor resolvable into 
another distinct revelation, any other ulterior reason 

Divine revelation Holy Scripture itself alone, apart from the super- 
natural concursus God, not full, rational motive for supernatural assent 
its dependence God. The words, such, apart from that supernatural 
concursus, cannot move the intellect more than simple apprehension 
the things which they signify. The represented the intellect the 
words, even when apprehended, are inevident themselves; and without 
divine concursus, the will, being were dead spiritual things, not 
moved enjoin assent the 

Although the authority and efficacy Scripture ought not con- 
founded, certain that the latter conjoined with the former the measure 
which God his power—which makes Scripture 

This indeed the only argument which faith’ (fides divina, 
distinguished from humana) concerning the divine origin the doc- 
trine comprised the Scriptures generated individual men: may 
the case even when arguments fitted produce human (historical) faith have 
not been employed. Yet must allowed that arguments the latter class 
should rule first used for the conversion others; nay, more, they are 
sometimes service, not say necessary, believers, when harassed 
temptations and 


Elucidating the point still further remarks:— 


ordinary arguments serve indeed first move and conciliate, then 
convict adversary, but not persuade him either enkindle 
foster sustain that full assurance faith, which, celestial radi- 
ance, all the mists mind conflict with itself are dissipated. Which full 
assurance the benefit the Holy Spirit, who, Augustine saith, hath his 
throne the heavens, and yet teacheth within the heart. Those 
arguments not enkindle divine faith, until the internal witness the Holy 
Spirit added, forming the minds individual believers the following 
minor premise and the following conclusion: This word, contained these 
books, such and such; therefore divine.’ But when the efficacy 
acts illumination, conversion, and forth, nothing else than that 
very testimony the Holy Spirit which he, co-operating with the doctrine 
Scripture, bears the heart concerning the divine origin the doctrine, 
thus producing assent. thus necessary that the efficacy Scripture 
should co-operate, order the recognition that dependence Scripture 
God which constitutes the authority the 


will thus seen that whilst apparently recognizing the 
witness the Spirit something over and above the other 
evidences for the divine origin and authority Scripture— 


Compendium, etc., xxxii., and remarks, 


something without which, point fact, they would fall 
short accomplishing their purpose—he really identifies 
the two. all events, not exactly identify the 
two, reduces the Spirit’s witness his work render- 
ing those other arguments efficacious. Without his co- 
operation with them, unless communicate them his 
energy, they will not effect their purpose; but this can 
scarcely truly designated his the divine 
origin the Scriptures, whether adequate interpre- 
tation their teachings the subject not. 

was already remarked connection with the practical 
aspect the Spirit’s witness, Baier may regarded 
standing the parting the ways. The generation that 
succeeded him soon distinctly resolved the witness the 
Spirit into matter inference from states 
mind which the Spirit was still held have 
tellectually, into inference from the effects, especially 


the moral and religious nature man and his feelings, 
produced Scripture its truths—effects however 
which for some time continued deemed unproducible 
without the Spirit’s co-operation. far then the 
Lutheran Church concerned, Baier closes the seventeenth 
century and inaugurates the eighteenth, under whose ban 
the mind Christendom still largely living. 
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ARTICLE 


NATURAL RELIGION PROPHETIC REVE- 
LATION. 


FREDERIC PERRY NOBLE, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS. 


WHEN the present writer began the study comparative 
theology, had other object than intelligent knowl- 
edge the faiths man. But the witness humanity 
its unknown God unsealed his eyes remarkable prophetic 
element student, far was aware, had 
specially investigated the pre-Christian 
the natural religions. this appeared open 
unbiassed and painstaking study was begun, which this 
sketch contains the substantial results. 

The induction yielded investigation that there has 
been Messianic prophecy among the Gentiles, and that, 
beyond question, there existed history’s dawn lofty idea 
God. The ethnic creeds all speak their own tongues 
his everlasting power and divinity. That which may 
known God manifest them, for God, despite human 
limitations and liabilities error, manifested unto them 
the divine light placed every soul. Does not Luke 
state that Zacharias, filled with the Holy Spirit, prophesied 
that God spake the mouth his holy prophets which 
have been since the world began? That the invisible things 
Him since the creation are clearly seen, being perceived 
the things which are made, the unanimous testimony 
uttered the records the past Egypt, Chaldea, Persia, 
India, and China. God left himself not without witness. 

The historical facts warrant such conclusions these: 
Man animal. Himself from God cannot 


Prophetic Revelation. 


free. makes God the image ethical ideals, spiritual, 
and one. feels himself made know and love God, and 
dwell with him. has asense alienation, and ascribes 
difference his own character, generally regarding 
the unlikeness moral and evil. God sympathizes with man, 
propitiable, revealing his truth will, sending prophets 
and messages, bestowing holy books, and granting inspira- 
tions. Man thinks God threefold, either relations 
personality, naturally ascribes height, length, 
and breadth matter. sees that man cannot save him- 
self, but requires some divine provision. stammers out 
that God can best approach man and secure his heart 
bodily existence and especially human indwelling; that 
only divine redeemer can justify him with divine judge, 
god-man making sacrifice his life for men, and that 
moral righteousness accepted through regarding divine right- 
eousness now man’s. 

The bearing these inductions upon materialistic theories 
evolution obvious and important. new chapter 
Christian evidences unfolded. makes difference what 
the origin and contents and nature religion prehistoric 
ages. The fact remains that equal date with the begin- 
nings history are spiritual views God, and foreshadow- 
ings the supernatural revelation with which Abraham and 
Moses, David and Isaiah, were inspired. The results power- 
fully confirm our Scriptures, since they demonstrate that the 
sacred writers have received revelation completely 
harmony with that which nature has given. every age 
and clime, the human heart has had intuition, sometimes 
one, elsewhere others, the spiritual truths divinely 
revealed Holy Writ. 


Forty centuries before the star Bethlehem revealed the 
Light the World, gleam from the dayspring fell into the 


temples Thebes. thinker won the thought 


One Person beyond all nature, while through three mil- 
lenniums sage after sage spelt his attributes out one one. 
Whatever the process, can give the inner faith early 
Egypt its own 

There single Being, who pure Spirit, the only true, 
living God, self-existent from the beginning, before whom 
was nothing, Maker all things, but himself not made, fill- 
ing immensity and eternity. From everlasting stands, 
eternity will be. The Father beginnings Life, and 
his double being Father and Mother all creatures. 
soul body dwelleth within the world-house which 
his hand hath fashioned. Although none else nigh unto 
him, the Holy Spirit who begets Gods, and they issue 
forth from the word their Father’s mouth. perfect 
every respect, all-wise, almighty, truth itself, living 
truth, Being righteousness, terrible evil-doers, but 
beneficent and merciful. His love the south, his grace 
the north, his beauty taketh possession all hearts, 
his love maketh weak the arms. This most loving Lord 
mercy, whose coming men live, wipeth 
from all eyes. Lord wisdom, his pleasure the Nile 
overfloweth his banks. God findeth his satisfaction truth 
(or righteousness), whereby propitiated; his pleasure, 
the most perfect purity, which hath dearer than mil- 
lions gold and silver offerings. obey meaneth love 
God; not obey, hate God. not beheld the 
eye, hath neither ministers nor offerings, not adored 
sanctuaries. Not graven marble he, nor one shrine 
found with his painted figure; there building that can 
contain him whose spirit hid heaven, whose form earth 
conceals, and whose mystery the deep covereth. un- 
namable, and abhorreth have his name pronounced, yet 
countless are the titles this Mystery his creatures. 
Ammon careth for the estate the poor. all 


| 


terrors and all choicest joys, delivereth the timid from the 
violent and judgeth the oppressed. spake words 
creative power, saying the sun: unto 
creating mind was Kneph Num, literally meaning the 
Spirit. Moving over the face the waters, breatheth 
life into the world. the potter, forming his wheel 
the divine limbs Osiris. The creating the crea- 
tive hand, was Ptah the artist. sprang from egg 
(word?) from the mouth Kneph. The divine Word 
Wisdom was Thoth. Through him the Unknowable created 
from himself, and without him was nothing made. The 
revelation Ammon, veiled light, through Thoth, who 
rests truth. What flows from Thoth’s heart works on. 
What hath spoken stands for aye. truth subsisteth 
every day the fellowship the divinities (i. God’s mani- 
festations). Creation and Providence are the work both 
the One Infinite Being and several persons the God- 
head. The originating, really active Powers appear 
the Thought, the Word, the Act Ammon The Un- 
known God. 

From the divine vision the priest, pass the relig- 
ion the people. central fact the myth Osiris 
and his death. elder son the Father Fathers, 
was manifestation incarnation the Infinite Spirit. 
When the world was made, was appointed reign over 
the gods before the face the Supreme Lord. Although 
Lord Life, man being able live without his will, his 
mother hath begotten him the world. his name 
the bosom the Spirit, Goodness (Unnefer) his name 
the lower heaven, but his real name, God. character 
exactly described the son Israel who sang: Mercy 
and truth are met; righteousness and peace have 
the likeness man humanized the nations sweet- 
ness speech, proclaimed brotherhood among men and 
service God, and removed all need arms. taught 


his Egypt art, law, and religion. His brother Set (Typhon) 
hated him for his goodness and slew him before was 
thirty years old. His soul returned earth bring 
Horus (son Osiris and Isis), who finally avenged the 
father slaying Set. Osiris had thus died only rise 
again, becoming judge and king 
the departed. Horus became mediator and saver man, 
justifying the righteous dead before the tribunal his sire. 

The story Isis and Osiris originated, possibly, nature 
worship, and the mouth the masses retained vile fea- 
tures. But the priesthood placed lofty spiritual levels. 
portrayed the conflict good and evil the natural 
world. symbolized the sorrows, sin, and self-recovery 
the soul. Typhon from power physical destruction 
grew later belief into the embodiment moral evil. The 
Ritual, Book the Soul’s Transformations, repeatedly 
represents Osiris and Set fighting for the welfare the 
destruction man’s spirit. saith Osiris, who the 
land light killed for thee the sacrifice the ram-of-sins. 
came from Heaven special sin-offering. the 
sound his voice falleth the evil doer. Sanctifying his 
name. Wounded Set, now “his heart every wound,” 
now feels anew every suffering humanity. bears 
sin, for the Lord Truth cleanses away defilement, 
evil unites itself divinity that truth may expel this evil 
element. The God who chasteneth becomes the God who 
more abundantly This destruction sin oc- 
the spirit came before the Holy One, his saver and judge, 
and Set demanded punishment upon him. declared that 
had done evil, thus thus; sometimes afirmed 
such merits loving God, feeding the hungry, clothing the 
naked,or nourishing his soul with justice. the trial 
the Hall the Two Truths was not repent- 
ance, but denial sin. His heart was then weighed against 
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Truth (or Justice), and the Director the scales declared 
the balance satisfied. later days, justification through 
faith replaces salvation works. One tablet 
pictures the deceased placing the gods the altar his 
sin-offering and pleading merits. Wisdom (Thoth) 
registered the decision, and the virtuous attained his dying 
hope union with Osiris, being even called his name. Into 
the purified body the justified soul, Thoth would yet 
breathe new life; spirit living for eternity [and] 
passes not through the second entered 
heaven heard said: more sin thy and 
cried: more stain from mother. delivered 
from Eternal blessedness consists spiritual life with 
Osiris, whose likeness alone can the servant the Hidden 
One attain perfection. 

Several implications this religion require fuller statement 
account their theological importance. Rougé de- 
clares that more than five thousand years since the 
beginning Egypt’s hymn the unity God and the 
immortality the soul, those being the primitive notions. 
Renouf considers true that the sublimer 
portions are not the comparatively late result devel- 
opment, elimination from the grosser, but are de- 
monstrably The Book the Dead, 
the oldest law-books, and its insistence moral law 
demonstrates that the moral bearings myths were applied 
Law, unfailing order which rules the 
was personified daughter Ammon, parent thought 
and wisdom, and was connected with Thoth. Have not 
analogy with the Jewish ideathat the beginning wis- 
with Jahveh? Salvation could not expected from 
the justice the mercy the Supreme Judge, unless 
atoning sacrifice made Him Divine Being. The 
groupings the are generally triads, comprising, 
however, fathers, mothers, and sons, but occasionally there 
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are three gods one. One the names God was NUK 
that they were written the burial papyrus 
instead the true but unspoken name. goddess the 
people bore name signifying The came from 
while the temple Isis stood the inscription: 
that was and and points out that the 
Egyptians considered their good god have 
threefold. soul Osiris was believed dwell earth 
incarnate the sacred bull, and the conception the human 
incarnation deity was familiar that the Pharaoh was 


The Babylonian religion said run its tap-roots into 
the subsoil human story, Hommel and Oppert dating the 
safer take 2800 our starting-point and accept 
the religion find primitive Shamanism, 
Zi-Ana, Spirit Heaven, Ea, Spirit Earth, and Mul-Ge, 
Lord the Abyss, formed triad. especially ap- 
pealed unfailing refuge. possessed all knowledge 
and wisdom, using them solely benefit and protect human- 
ity. But great and high lightly approached. 
There was beneficent spirit, Mirri-Dugga, son Ea, whose 
only function was mediate between his father and man the 
sufferer. makes known the need and reveals the healing. 
says: What know thou also knowest. Although the 
dead are not supposed become nothing, the future life 
cheerless. There idea its happiness misery de- 
pending virtue wickedness here. But from 2800 on, 
find the what the incantations 
lack,—moral perception. These hymns and prayers reveal 
sense God, sin, and the bearing character upon 
destiny. One hymn addresses the God Lord and 


AY 
if 
if 


prince gods, who heaven and earth alone 
begetter gods and men and the universe Mer- 
ctful and full forgiveness, whose 
hand upholdeth the life all 
omnipotent,” the laws heaven and earth, 
whose command may not Defender all 
living things, there god who any time hath discovered 
thy kings, whose divinity god re- 
sembleth, look with favor this thy The Sun-god 
thus invoked: thy command will his sins 
atoned, his transgressions removed. Thou makest 
happy issue. The supreme judge heaven and earth knows 
lie from truth, knows the truth the soul man, the 
fount justice.” Retribution predicted: evil thou 
dost, the eternal sea thou shalt surely the 
following prayer may indicate belief original sin: 
the evil spirit pray, disturber his body, 
brother some one The psalm entitled 
Complaints the Repentant Heart” worthy 
David: Lord, may the anger his heart allayed. 
May the fool attain understanding. The god (the goddess) 
who knows the unknown, may (she) conciliated. eat 
the food wrath and drink the waters anguish. 
God, transgressions are very great; very great sins. 
wrong paths—and know not. The Lord the wrath 
his heart hath overwhelmed with confusion. lie the 
tears—none take the hand. cry out—and there 
none who hears me. exhausted and oppressed—none re- 
leases god (my goddess) merciful. How 
long? Lord, thou wilt not repulse thy servant. Amidst 
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the stormy waters come assistance. Take the 
hand. commit sins—turn them into blessedness. com- 
mit transgressions—let the wind sweep them away. 
blasphemies are very many—rend them like garment. God 
who knowest knew not,—my sins are seven times seven— 
forgive still another confession the penitent 
cries: thy servant, call thee. Whoever beset with 
sins, his ardent supplications thou acceptest. thou lookest 
man with pity, that man liveth. Merciful one, 
whom good turn, who dost receive 
Besides thee deity lead righteousness. Look 
kindly me. Speak. How long? Let thine heart 
appeased. Even like doves 

Since this Turanio-Shemitic people believed the moral 
sense deity dwelling man who was son 
his Ragozin regards this passionate contrition, this 
bitter consciousness guilt, this confession and humiliation, 
but the communion self with conscience. so, 
must yet consider this acknowledgment power imagined 
not himself but Another, making for righteousness, 
genuine religion and worship. Here are— 

For the good they comprehend not, 
[And] the feeble hands and helpless, 
Groping blindly the darkness, 


Touch God’s right hand that darkness 
And are lifted and 


Hear this prayer: Creator, stand side. 
Keep thou the door lips. hands guard thou, 
Lord light. Benefit his soul who trusteth 

the second stage the Chaldean creed, its base was 
polytheism, but the priests guessed the truth one supreme 
ruling and directing Power. The Divine was once male 
and female; and the nineteenth Christian century was 
not Unitarian who its noon called God “our Father 
and our mother, The gods were only different names 
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and forms the Supreme; their mates were but the one 
feminine principle nature its Protean shapes. There 
were several triads. Sin, Shamash, and Raman man- 
ifested God his nearness man. the supreme Trin- 
ity—Anu, Ea, and his son Bel—Anu Lord the starry 
heavens, First-born, Eldest, Father all the 
man kind, man who his own, having with his hands 
Merciful One, with whom life exists, who raises the dead 
life.’ He, said Berossos, wrote book the origins 
things and the beginnings civilization and gave man. 
There was time when was darkness and 
Bel, also called (previously) Marduk the Mediator, 
the World-maker, the Benefactor and Rewarder, the Lord 
battles, and the Combatant with the dragon and with 
evil. shed his own blood, the other gods, after 
kneading earth with it, formed men who are therefore en- 
dowed with intelligence and share the divine 
His will the sublime word with which ruleth heaven 
and earth. the Saver, the Life-giver, whom belong 
death, and life, and all that breathe. Marduk, who bless- 
eth all men praying need, hath goodness drawn nigh 
[Cyrus], hath made strong his name, beholding with joy the 
deeds his vicegerent who righteous hand and 
and Bel-Marduk appear one substance two per- 
sons, while the outlines Anu would seem merge 
theirs. Their common handiwork man, who confesses 
that the days his youth bound fast the 
yoke his and adjures the dead prepare himself 
for the kingdom the May the soul the right- 
eous received into the holy hands the Greatest 
gods. bird, may fly lofty place, the holy 
hands its god prayer for king beseeches 
that, the abode blessedness may dwell, holy, eter- 
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nal life before the face the Assyria, the 
national god, Assur, was originally the first, the one, the 
good. had another name, (the sister word the 
Hebrew but the father and king gods was not always 
distinguished from his manifestations and offspring. His 
people are Assur, Lord wor- 
shipper must pray without ceasing. Sun-god pierces 
the face darkness. The archangels the abyss gladly 
contemplate his countenance. directeth the language 
praise, which word. Once the God Life Divine, 
according the Assyrian account the origin earthly 
evil, the midst his heavenly chorus heard shout 
evil blasphemy, spoiling, confusing and confounding the 
hymns praise. the rebel angels stopped the ser- 
vice, sent them the gods, his enemies, and 
turn. place created mankind. The first who 
received life dwelt along with him. gave strength never 
neglect his word, following the serpents his hand had 
made. had seen the malice those who deserted their 
allegiance raise rebellion. 


The Chinese classics, two thousand five hundred years be- 
fore Christ, recognize divine person. There one Supreme 
Being, omnipresent, all-seeing Intelligence, wishing man 
live peace and brotherhood, commanding pure desires 
and righteous actions. The oldest writings teach that 
penetrates the bottom our hearts like light 
into must conform ourselves Heaven 
till are like two instruments tuned the same pitch. 
must join ourselves with it, till are like two tablets 
which appear but one. must receive its gifts the very 
moment its hand open bestow. Our irregular passions 
shut the door the soul against 475 the 
Holy Master Koong revised these classics, solemnly dedi- 
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cated them heaven, and his knees thanked God for 
letting him complete this work. Since himself taught 
next nothing about God and immortality, would Confu- 
cius answer Nay when the roll believers 
God called? affirms that who offends against 
Heaven has none whom can Here the 
thought prayer, which man never offers abstraction, 
offence, and alienation such that prayer ceases avail. 
Confucius, although weak the sense the spiritual, 
possessed veneration extraordinary measure, and regarded 
adoration the crown the moral nature. (as Legge 
maintains) means Lofty One Who 
Confucius recognized supreme moral person, his 
reverence veiling God Heaven. Choo-tse (A. 1200) 
believed ultimate principle, eternal, immaterial, and 
cause the universe. Its crowning creation human 
nature, which comprising charity, righteousness, fitness, 
sincerity, and wisdom, perfect. Goodness consists 
obeying this nature; but instinctive inward vision the 
Highest constitutes the holy man, whose obedience spon- 
taneous and pure. Among the holy were the writers the 
sacred books, whose intuition the Eternal rendered The 
Five infallible and authoritative. Confucius was the 
last holy man, and had declared that ‘‘in the West the true 
saint must looked for and even claimed that 
Confucian writings contain Messianic predictions: 
Holy One will unite himself all virtues heaven and 
earth. his justice the world will re-established the 
ways righteousness. will labor and suffer much. 
must pass the great torrent whose waves shall enter his soul; 
but alone can offer the Lord sacrifice worthy him. 
expect our King. When comes will deliver 
from all misery. will restore new 
expect this Divine Man and come after three thousand 
years. The people long for his coming dry grass for 


the clouds and the These expectations led the 
acceptance Lao-Kun, who promulgated new doctrines, 
had, was said, existed from all eternity, descended 
earth and was born virgin, and after fulfilling his 


benevolent mission ascended bodily into the celestial para- 
dise. But how much this folk Buddhism; and how 
much Nestorian Christianity 


IV. 


During the centuries from Abraham Solomon (B. 
the Hindu faith monotheism within unconscious 
pantheism. Universal God becomes apparent, first one 
form nature, then another. Vedic hymns recognize 
Supreme God, Lord the lords nature. Men call 
him Varuna, Indra, Agni; that which One, the wise call 
many ways. They have high spiritual conceptions the 
Divine. Texts speak Supreme Spirit, Lord the 
universe, whose work the From him all beings 
emanate. Although clear distinction between Creator 
and creation held fast; while different divinities turn 
receive all his attributes—each simply expresses that One 
who himself unnamable. omniscient, almighty, and 
infallibly just. victim misfortune feels that has 
sinned against Varuna, confesses guilt, implores pity for- 
giveness, knows that the smiting hand the hand pun- 
ishment, and regards penalty debt divine justice. 
meet with the belief that the innocent victim accepted 
the stead the offender: born the beginning, 
Lord the creation, offered himself sacrifice for the ben- 
efit deified mortals,’ and the gods sacrifice the primal 
male. who, knowing this, makes the Purusha (Primal 
Male) sacrifice, becomes Vedic thought identi- 
‘fied the victim with the sacrificer the vicarious ransom for 
his sin. recognized triple distinction Godhead its 


triad Agni, Indra, and Surya. ‘To man comes Mitra 
down.” litanies, substituting Jahveh Lord for Varuna 
Indra, would place our Sabbath services. The 
good ascend directly Heaven, blessedness and re-union 
with their loved ones, and are glorified with shining spiritual 
body like that the gods. 

Max Miiller maintains that there Vedic monotheism 
preceding its polytheism, that have right mark 
modern all hymns which the idea One God breaks 
through the clouds polytheistic phraseology, and that 
even invocations countless gods this remembrance 
God, one and infinite, shines out. Haug dates the oldest 
Vedic hymns 2400, the theological significance 
Miiller’s position enhanced. There another remarkable 
religious idea Hindoo belief, upon which Miiller speaks. 
Sanskrit has word that denotes not only the settled 
movements nature, but also the right path for men. 
Zend, righteousness was, first, the natural order, and 
then the correct walk and conversation men. 
thinks that this thought world-system existed even when 
Hindoo Aryans dwelt the tents Iran. part the 
old Aryan religion older than the eldest Vedic hymns 
and the most ancient Gatha. true apprectation 
their religion far more tmportant than all the myths. 
was all the difference between chaos and cosmos; be- 
tween the blind play chance and providence intelligible 
and therefore 

Brahmanism was spiritual pantheism. held that evil 
exists nature necessarily, that consists our finite 
limitations creatures, and that our present suffering must 
punishment for previous guilt. soul put into 
this world purged sin. How, then, should man 
deliver himself? God, fellowship God, become 
Out thy heart proceedeth sin. The highest 
all virtues unselfish goodness performed from love God, 
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and based knowledge Scripture. doing you approach 
the divine nature. The Vedas are the breath God, pre- 
existing his spirit eternally, and are infallible; their 
sanctifying influence especially great. Works and the 
piety ethical law have merit themselves, but from 
their helpful effects are means divine grace. there 
ignorance the Supreme Spirit, complete death ensueth. 
For the establishment righteousness born from 
time Knowledge the Divine was mystic in- 
tuition, the gift grace, choosing whom will and revealing 
the real character selfhood: meditate the 
excellent glory the divine Life-giver; may enlighten 
our understanding.” The Vedas had proclaimed that the 
Highest Being exists the states creation, destruction, 
and renewal; Brahmanism, hold its own with Buddhism, 
accepted Siva and Vishnu, the gods the united 
them with Brahma the triad Brahma the Creator, 
Vishnu the Preserver, and Siva the Destroyer. Such triad 
three gods; trinity one god three persons. Vishnu 
mediates, not between Creator and Destroyer, but between 
the gods and wicked men, demons, whose piety, poles 
asunder from morality, shakes the heavenly thrones. 
save the gods, not man, Vishnu undergoes nine incarnations, 
overcoming force fraud; tenth shall conquer 
moral power. When the world sunken wickedness and 
corruption, shall come and establish kingdom 
righteousness and peace. Finally, Brahmanism, 
Hinduism, trusted less meritorious sanctity and sac- 
rificial barter than the free compassion divine helper, 
the hero Krishna, incarnation Vishnu. But these 
avatars are merely the descent portions the divine 
essence, Vishnu himself remaining heaven. Barth, how- 
ever, claims that they are the presence, mystical but real, 
the Supreme Being, who one and the same time true 
God and true man; and that this intimate union the two 
natures continues after the death the individual. 


The faith Iran the Puritanism antiquity. Zoroaster 
(B. 1400), first among wise men the East, preached 
God who the world the good Lord and God 
created the earthly and spiritual life, Lord the 
universe, and from his hand are all the creatures. 
purity, intellect, and light; possesses holiness, immortality, 
justice, and truth; and grants these gifts the pious. 
Before creation the Word had existed, holy, swift-speeding 
Honover. Creation was his work also, and his self-revelation. 
Righteousness the foundation the universe: its purpose, 
the eternal reign goodness. Ormazd created man innocent, 
destined for heaven, and free. Life irrepressible con- 
flict between Ormazd and Ahriman, our souls the objects 
their warfare. Ahriman, serpent shape, entered our world, 
bringing death and all our woe. But the more evil tried 
do, the more hastened the development good. 
Afterwards tempted the first man and woman, seeking 
ruin their future. his fruit they lost one hundred 
their advantages, and only one remained. Man knew not 
now the eternal law, and was unable distinguish between 
truth and lie. Ahriman besets him night and day, but Ormazd 
pity and grace determined unseal human vision, sending 
prophet lead men the path salvation. The Avesta 
(Law) the revelation his will, Zoroaster receiving the 
Holy Word personal converse. Purity its keynote and 
kernel: knoweth purity knoweth the Lord; such 
father, brother, friend.” Life after death the out- 
come earthly life. The quintessence Zoroaster’s 
was that the Good Spirit shall ultimately tri- 
umph. His special providence had called the prophet 
The fulness time was near; the kingdom heaven was 
hand. This was the final appeal Ormazd men. 


Even the inscriptions Dareios, 500, know but one God, without 
any adversary whatever. 
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would summon all his powers and break Ahriman forever. 
Universal judgment shall follow, Ormazd assigning due 
rewards the good, and punishing the wicked. 
and the doomed are cast into the abyss where lies power- 
less evermore. Now begins the single and united kingdom 
Ormazd earth heaven. The faithful and pious 
live fellowship with Ormazd and his angels forever. 
are the views Zoroaster the language his own 
Chants. 

Afterwards, the holiness the spirit Ormazd be- 
came regarded having kind personal existence, 
standing between God and man. protects creation. 
shows the way heaven. Around the world walks, 
teaching religion. general resurrection clearly indicated 
the Scriptures (Avesta) which are almost coeval with the 
Chants. They mention future Saver, Sosiosh the Increaser. 
the end time, three thousand years after Zoroaster, 
when Ahriman has been supreme, Sosiosh shall conceived 
the spirit Zoroaster and bornof avirgin. This divine 
deliverer shall convert mankind, overcome Ahriman, free the 
world from death and decay, awaken the dead bodies, and 
hold the last judgment. The world shall burned, the 
doomed purified fire, and even Ahriman with his demons 
restored holiness and heaven. From the flames emerges 
new earth, perfect, pure, Among the common 
folk the abstract, spiritual Ormazd was resolved into the 
triad Ormazd, Ahriman, and Mithra the 


Pfleiderer shows that Zoroastrianism, since evil may overcome 
personal effort, [it] makes evil occasion which God works his will. 
religion Persia contributed the resurrection. the earthly life elevated and 
new; the presence the Ahura (Ormazd) will sanctify earth. meet with 
retribution (not eternal punishment), redemption, atonement, and peace 
has often been said that the Old Testament religion has 
been deeply influenced Zoroastrianism; though have repeatedly had oc- 
casion combat this view could not anticipate such complete documentary 
refutation [as was afforded the discovery that Cyrus was not Zoro- 
astrian all]. The Aryan Zoroastrian element did not obtain supremacy 
the Achaemenian empire until Darius, too late exert any marked influence 
Jewish modes (From Cheyne, Vol. ii., Isaiah, 280.) 


VI. 


Buddhism bears marvellous testimony God unknown. 
Gotama had denied the God-consciousness reason, aver- 
ring that existence God not proved;”’ returned 
the eternal instincts the soul. The orphaned masses 
refused live long without deity, and reaction from god 
‘to gods many was unavoidable the backward beat 
the pendulum. Law, natural law the moral sphere, had 
been Gotama’s Supreme Power, love for humanity his God, 
and the knowledge that man was his own and only saviour 
the Buddha’s gospel. Self passed from sight. 
said, set rolling onward the royal chariot wheel 
universal kingdom righteousness, give light those en- 
shrouded darkness, and open the gate immortality 
all men. now only live the prophet perfect truth. 
Let all sins committed the world fall that the world 
may delivered. Upon us, beloved disciples, laid 
the great duty gaining for men and angels this priceless 
blessing salvation. now and preach the most 
excellent Law.” After ages inscribed ‘‘God the form 
his statue, held sacred the Tree Knowledge 
where attained Nirwana, and spoke “his mission [as] 
mercy seeking save.” when Buddhism 
affirmed pre-existence and miraculous incarnation for its 
Founder. The Hindu tendency group sacred objects 
triads led worship Gotama, the personified Law, and 
the Order (the ideal impersonation the 
true disciples. Then Buddhism inculcated the aim be- 
coming Buddha, saver, rather than Arhat, saint, 
and thus bestowing salvation upon countless myriads 


The influence Persian ideas early period [as Isaiah’s] appears im- 
probable. The idea the resurrection, far was Persian, was not 
likely more acceptable the prophets than that dualism which one 
the greatest them (Isa. xlv. most emphatically rejected. Are not the 
premonitions Hos. vi. and Ezek. xxxvii. sufficient account for its 
ultimate development?’’ (Isa. Chron. Arranged, 130.) 
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forever. Presently arose mystic triads comprising the heavenly 
Buddha, the Buddha incarnate, and the Buddha-elect. One 
the future Buddhas was Maitreya, who, said legend, 
Gotama had prophesied should come saver the world 
four thousand years afterwards, when the memory Gotama’s 
law would have perished. Finally northern Buddhism and 
Lamaism evolved theory the Buddha-spirit working 
within the “church,” and became the Oriental double 
Romanism; Chinese Buddhism created Quan Yin, saving 
god incarnate, afterward transformed into “Queen 
Heaven”’ Cathayan Virgin Mary; and Japanese Buddhism 
taught doctrine justification faith. Possibly the 
Chinese were influenced Nestorianism, but the Japanese 
evolved native product. 


the religion Hellas and Rome, Gaul and Scan- 
dinavia, see not few flashes supernatural light. With 
Homer, Zeus genuinely God the Lord who, the 
childhood Shemitic belief, came see the Tower Babel; 
Athene possesses the largest theistic endowments and tire- 
lessly active the works living Providence; while Apollo 
presented the perfect man, helping and redeeming hu- 
manity but revealing Zeus. Aeschylus shows that for Pro- 
metheus some god must become substitute, voluntarily 
entering and the saver this natural man the di- 
vinely ideal man, Hercules, son Zeus and mortal mother, 
vanquisher Death and benefactor man. places 
the lips Socrates the advice seek far and wide 
among good men Hellas and countries for 
charmer the fear death. Plato himself yearns for 
word God which will more surely and safely carry and 
will wait for one, God God-inspired man, teach 
our religious duties and take the darkness from our 
eyes.” Rome and Hellas were familiar with human sacri- 
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fice expiation for the sin all, the former viewing guilt 
spiritual crime and entertaining the idea vicarious sub- 
stitution. Vergil expressed, inspired utterance the 


the desire for deliverer and regenerator. 


believed that evil must originate from special source. 
Seneca sighed: one might only have guide 
truth.” Epictetus possessed the idea sonship God. 
Marcus Aurelius characterized the universe dear 
city informs that the Druids teach 
that other way reconciliation possible with the di- 
vine justice the immortal gods than ransoming man’s 
life the life man.” Other informants prove that 
Druidism believed one God, existent Belis the Creator, 
Taran the Preserver, and Esu the Renewer; fall; and 
redemption. The Teuton and the Scandinavian believed 
that Loki, the adversary the gods, had originally been 
their comrade and bestower blessings; that Odin, om- 
nipotent and omniscient, chooses and leads souls; that Bal- 
der, the one holy god, made peace; that Loki caused his 
death and prevented his return from Hell, though man and 
nature mourned; that the universe shall consumed and 
only All-Father survive. Then—restitution! new heaven 
and new earth arise. Loki and evil have ceased forever. 
born again and purified fire, return, Balder 
rising from reigns supreme, his subjects 
the new mankind, and judges righteousness and good- 
ness. wise men these northern Goths had preached 
the coming who was commence new 
order peace and morality; and lo! the consummation 
the age. 

Muhammadan theology some dogmas, which, 
whether original adopted, furnish remarkable illustrations 
the view that the Christian doctrines those subjects 
are harmony with natural laws thought, needful for 
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satisfying the soul. Gabriel, was held, had revealed 
Muhammad celestial text, whose earthly copy the infal- 
lible Qu’ran. Moreover, the original was uncreate, having 
eternal and independent existence God’s own Word. 
Ssufi mysticism proclaimed that God love, and man’s end 
love him and merge our being him. The heterodox 
Shi’ites even maintained that Ali was incarnation God- 
head, and bestowed every attribute the Christ upon Mu- 
hammad. divine predestination, and from 
love sinful world, had sacrificed his life for its 
salvation. Orthodoxy also possesses the idea Muham- 
madan Messiah, 


IX. 


would have been feasible glean among the beliefs 
Africa, America, and Australia. should find other 
sheaves making obeisance the sheaf Christianity 
arises and stands upright. But enough cite the tes- 
timony the peoples Asia and Europe who have marched 
the van, have shaped the lineaments humanity with 
fingers fate. They refute the objection that the ethnic 
religions are bottom only worship different aspects 
and forces nature; that religion which now called 
the Christian was existence with the ancients too, and 
was never wanting from the very beginning human 
and that Christianity but natural religion. For such 
theories that sun-myths fail explain the larger and 
more important elements religious myths—the person- 
ality, the spiritual attributes, the divine powers. Again, 
though Odin, Zeus, Ormazd, and Varuna may have emerged 
from natural phenomena, the actual Scriptures they are 
independent personages the believers. Moreover, the 
thoughts men through the ages; the religious 
faculty that had been unable disentangle things sense 
from things spirit, nature from God, comes perceive 


1891.] Prophetic Revelation. 


the Divine beyond the universe. Lastly, the closer the study 
the likeness between our Faith and the human systems, 
the deeper does investigation prove their difference be. 
Blot the sun from the sky .and leave only six seven the 
most distant stars pierce the midnight darkness; then you 
gain the true idea what has been the spiritual ignorance 
and the moral helplessness, century after century, the 
untold millions upon millions who saw not the Light the 
World. For those who knew the sublime truths whispered 
the ancient religions were but handful the weak and 
blind. But with Jesus something came into the world that 
was never here before and has never left since. Christianity, 
opposition the religions where man seeks God, God 
seeking man.” the Platonists, for example, Augustine 
remarked that pages contained not They aroused 
warmth and enthusiasm, but none there sang, ‘Of God 
cometh salvation,’ none there heard him calling, ‘Come 
unto me, all that labor and are heavy laden, and will 
give you rest.’ was one thing see the land peace, 
yet not find the way thither; and another, keep the way, 
being guarded the host the heavenly Guide.” 

When the sons Man, the son God, looked the 
West for the true saint; awaited the avatars Vishnu 
and another Buddha; expected Sosiosh, Bringer 
Salvation; looked back Osiris Egypt and Hia- 
watha among the Indians; Mexico hoped for the 
return Quetzalcoatl restore righteousness; through 


sibyls prophesied deliverer, and golden age 
holiness; declared that Balder, sacrifice Loki’s sin, 
should yet return from hell—they were, although they knew 
not, bringing frankincense and myrrh the Desire all 
nations. Man’s heart has been heaven, though 
many chord rang false, and has echoed the strain 
far-off divine event 


which the whole creation moves.”’ 
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RESURRECTION AND FINAL JUDGMENT. 


THE REV. EDMUND FAIRFIELD, LL. D., LYONS, 


THE following paper was read before the North Central Association 
Michigan, which have been member for eight years. has since been 
twice repeated special request before other public bodies. Upon being 
asked publish it, thought reconstruct eliminate entirely the 
personal element which will found contain, the paper itself will 
explain. But have been too much occupied with other matters allow 
familiar with little volume Dr. Warren, Portland, entitled 
Parousia,’’ they will discover general similarity views, though with some 
marked differences method treatment. view this fact, only 
due historic truth say, that, the time first public presentation 
these views, had not seen Dr. Warren’s book, nor known its existence. 
His study the subject and own have been entirely independent each 
other. those who wish fuller development these general topics, 
most heartily his volume, with almost the whole which find 


myself entire harmony.] 


WHILE entirely clear the conclusions reached 
the present paper, the fact that they differ more less 
widely from those reached many men much wiser than 
have ever dreamed being, may well inspire with mod- 
esty. course goes without saying that the opinions 
former years which have been given up, may, after all, 
nearer the truth than these which now hold: but the 
law and the testimony.” This the final appeal. What 
does the word God teach? the only thing deter- 
mined. question this sort settled the authority 
great names. Congregationalists, all agree this 
—that there only much force any man’s opinions 
there force the reasons for them. give you 
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reasons for the surrender former beliefs, and you must 
judge the force them. 

used believe and preach that the resurrection and the 
final judgment came the end this world’s history: 
meaning “this the terrestrial globe upon which 
live, and its mortal inhabitants. confess that the views 
held were perhaps quite vague; and certainly they were 
not much the result any investigations own, 
kind passive acceptance the doctrines taught 
one way and another from youth up. sure 
that held the notion that there was some time 
end the history mortal men this planet, and that 
time the resurrection was take place. And that, under- 
stood, was the generally accepted faith Sunday-school 
teachers, and those whom heard preach, and the- 
ological instructors: and was own faith. hold 
now entirely different view what the Bible teaches 
this subject. 

unfortunate that the English word should 
employed our English Bible translate two entirely 
different Greek and which 
the careful student the original convey distinct ideas. 
means “age,” period longer shorter, 
ordinarily very long. means literally 
rangement,” the material universe, earth the known 
part it; and, metonomy, the people living it. 

Occasionally the two words are used manner closely 
related. Take, for example, Luke xx. 34: children 
this world” and John xiv. 30: prince this 
Take, also, Tim. iv. 10: Having loved 
this present world” and ‘Love not 
the world neither the things the world” 
But only such interchange might take place our 
own tongue between the two words world”’ and 
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as, for example, this sentence: greatest 
statesman the history the world Moses, the law- 
giver Israel.” Substitute for and 
change made the general idea, but only the manner 
expressing it. 

Perhaps would well, our version the New 
Testament, transfer from the Greek few more words 
instead attempting translate them. But suffice 
say here that the Bible never speaks the end the 
nor does it, judgment, employ any form words 
with the purpose expressing that idea. the end 
the never the cosmos. Thus, re-examination, 
that old notion fell, because was built upon the sand. 

So, again, had understood the resurrection the 
mortal body; and that was still thing the future with 
Noah, and Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and Moses, and 
Daniel, Paul, and all the rest the faithful. But when 
came the study the word, and especially what 
Christ had said, some new thoughts came me; for the 
words the Master did not seem sustain the view had 
entertained. what said this subject, Matthew, 
Mark, and Luke have all given account; and between 
these accounts, while there are slight variations detail, 
there not even appearance discrepancy substance. 

Matthew gives the story 

The same day came him the Sadducees, who say that there resur- 
rection, and asked him, saying, Master, Moses said, man die, having 
children, his brother shall marry his wife, and raise seed unto his brother. 
Now there were with seven brethren, and the first when had married 
wife, deceased, and having issue, left his wife unto his brother. Likewise 
the second also, and the third, unto the seventh. And last all the woman 
died also. Therefore, the resurrection, whose wife shall she the 
for they all had her. Jesus answered, and said unto them, err, 
not knowing the Scriptures, nor the power God. For the resurrection 


they neither marry, nor are given marriage, but are the angels God 
heaven. But touching the resurrection the dead that they Mark 


xxii. 23-32. 
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adds; that the dead are raised,’’ Luke’s form words], have not 
read that which was spoken unto you God, saying, the God 
Abraham, and the God Isaac, and the God Jasob? God not the God 
the dead, but the for all live unto 

What the argument Christ with the Sadducees? 
Plainly this: resurrection: your own Scriptures 
prove Abraham and Isaac and 
can make nothing else out it. unsatisfactory say 
that Christ turned aside from the question the resurrec- 
tion merely related question—that existence after 
death. For notice Luke’s form words: that the 
dead are RAISED, Moses showed the bush, when calls 
the Lord the God Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob: God 
not the God the dead, but the living.” that 
and the doctrine the resurrection was 
tllustrated the declaration made Moses the bush. 
This the obvious interpretation Christ’s words the 
Sadducees. Understanding otherwise, nullifies utterly the 
force the argument. Whatever the word 
means, have the direct teaching Christ show that 
Abraham and Isaac and Facob had passed through when 
Moses stood the burning bush. 

Now, that the resurrection their mortal bodies had then 
taken place, nobody pretends claim. The term, then, can 
mean only one two things—either the future life dis- 
embodied state, the future life spiritual body. Which 
these two the Scriptures teach, will appear proceed 
with this paper. But the point which your attention 
here called, that this conversation with the Sadducees 
our divine Lord makes reference any future resurrec- 
tion which Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob were pass through; 
but does make most direct and unquestionable reference 
event which had already taken place when Moses stood 
the bush, fifteen hundred years before Christ; and 
makes reference showing what the resurrection 
the dead meant. 
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The discovery this fact led the study other pas- 
sages referring the subject—especially that Paul’s 
Epistle the Corinthians which emphatically de- 
clares that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom 
God; and that other: sown natural body; 
raised spiritual body. there natural body, there 
also spiritual body.” There spiritual body. 
the natural body that dies; the spiritual body that does 
not die. had been wont say, view the trouble- 
some questions that were often started connection with 
the resurrection the natural body: all within 
reach the divine power keep separate enough particles 
make for each one his own body the but when 
reflected that flesh and blood could not inherit the kingdom 
God, did not see the necessity for re-creating organism 
that when Paul had said: ‘It sown natural body; 
raised spiritual body,” was though had positively 
told that there such thing the resurrection the 
natural body all. spiritual body. So, little 
little, found myself coming the conclusion that this 
natural body was made simply for this world, and that 
should not have the least need for it, for any part it, 
hereafter; that the spiritual body was probably already 
existence, awaiting needs when this earthly house 
tabernacle shall taken down. shall not for one mo- 
ment unclothed; but instant, the twinkling 
eye, shall clothed upon our house from heaven. 

found that Paul writing the Corinthians had written 
just absent from this mortal body were 
present with the Lord, and there were interval 
time for the soul unclothed. him: ‘In this 
groan, earnestly desiring clothed upon with our house 
which from heaven; that being clothed shall 
not found naked. For indeed that are this taber- 
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nacle groan, being burdened; not for that would 
unclothed, but that would clothed upon, that what 
mortal may swallowed life.” Cor. 2-4.) All 
this connection with what written just little before: 
that who raised the Lord Jesus, shall raise 
also”’ (iv. 14). 

Paul did not seem anticipate the lapse eighteen hun- 
dred years between the laying aside the mortal body and 
the putting the immortal. appeared shrink 
from the thought being unclothed for instant. 
the old house into the once. never could have 
written the words have quoted, seems me, with the 
thought his mind that his spirit was wander about for 
many ages, without habitation. 

The laying down the natural body, and the “standing 
the spiritual body, the resurrection, and 
takes place the moment death. absent from 
the natural body present with the Lord; and never 
for one moment does the apostle hint being present with 
the Lord except the house not made with hands; and 
that house the spiritual body. seems that there 
can mistake about this being the teaching Paul. 

Then, the time the “final judgment,” had be- 
lieved and taught that this also was the end the cosmos. 
But, have already stated, not once the end the cos- 
mos ever spoken the Bible. 

had argued that the general and final judgment meant 
some great day (or time) final adjudication, when sen- 
tence was pronounced upon each one the presence 
the assembled race; and had gone far repeat 
what had heard from such preachers Lyman Beecher 
and Charles Finney,. that something this sort might 
(humanly speaking) necessary for the vindication the 
divine Judge—for the reason that men would treated 
differently from what other men would think just and right, 
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because all the facts were not known. These facts 
brought out the day judgment; and thus all would 
compelled say that the sentence God was right- 
eous one. But came think through, and ar- 
range the docket for this judgment-day, and ask how 
much time should allowed, the average, for this sort 
judicial procedure, was somewhat taken aback. saw 
that sixty seconds would time allow each one; 
for with some hundred times would scarcely suffice 
for the briefest epitome their words and deeds and mo- 
tives. Yet, were the history this world closed to-mor- 
row, and but one minute were allowed for the trial each 
case, the day judgment would three hundred thousand 
years long. The simple calling the roll—sixty names 
minute—would require five thousand years. once 
was manifest that the talk judgment-day was but part 
the drapery which the grand and solemn fact divine 
judgment was arrayed our imagination. Each tick 
the watch for the last thousand years has stood for the 
death some human being. 

And then had argued that the final judgment could not 
take place till the end the cosmos, because the evil that 
men do, well the good that they do, lives after them, 
and the full measure man’s good evil could not de- 
termined till things had worked out their final results; 
and that could not short the end the world’s his- 
tory. 

But little farther thinking led see that, upon that 
theory, judgment could never pronounced, because both 
the good and the evil will forever expanding. The 
And then thought again that the moral character 
act not all deterniined the consequences that act, 
near remote; but simply the intention the actor. 
them according their endeavor,” the inspired 
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prayer. The sale Joseph and the betrayal Christ may 
have been made work out the preservation the Jewish 
race and the salvation the world; but the criminal actors 
each case must judged what they meant do. 
Just award ready for him any day hour. What 
shall hinder, therefore, that his final judgment for the deeds 
done the body shall come the very moment death? 

But the question is: What saith the word? And this 
point the inspired utterance the Epistle the Hebrews 
occurred very important passage for critical study. 
took hand. reads thus: “It appointed unto 
men once die, but after this the judgment.” 

think shall agree that the natural impression first re- 
ceived from this passage that there close connection 
time between death and the judgment. And that must 
true the resurrection occurs death: for all agree that 
resurrection and judgment are everywhere associated most 
closely together. Take, for example, the passage Second 
Corinthians (v. which have already referred. 
Absent from the body, home with the Lord: disrobed 
the mortal, clothed upon with the immortal: wherefore 
labor that whether present (that is, whether liv- 
ing here this mortal body, absent from it, and present 
with Christ), may accepted him. For must all 
appear before the judgment-seat Christ, that every one 
may receive the things done the body, according what 
hath done, whether good All this one par- 
agraph,—death the natural body, putting the spiritual 
body, appearing before Christ, and standing his judg- 
ment-seat receive according the things done the 
body. break time all suggested: contrariwise, 
unbroken continuity. 

And why should not judgment passed once, 
based upon the record done the body”? Has 
not Paul been judged? still awaiting sentence? Has 
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not “righteous been judged? still awaiting 
sentence? Has not Paul been judged for the deeds 
done the not, why not? And, the theory 
that his judgment has not yet taken place, will part 
the more than eighteen hundred years conscious existence 
already passed since died Rome, enter into the ac- 
For aught know, the end this material 
cosmos, which our old belief located the judgment, may 
yet one hundred thousand years the future—if, indeed, 

Hear these words the Hebrews once again: 
appointed unto men once die, but after this the judg- 
Eighteen hundred years “after 
thousand years For, according our old be- 
lief, Abraham not yet judged; and died more than 
three thousand years ago. Four thousand years 
died more than forty centuries ago, and 
not yet judged? Are all the grand and glorious men 
and women whom the world was not worthy 
that what must The final 
judgment the pronouncing the final sentence that de- 
termines one’s final and eternal destiny. that yet 
the future—if none all the dead know their fate even 
this day, (except Enoch and Elijah peradventure,) then they 
are all suspense. 

this the revelation God’s word properly inter- 
preted, then must accept it: for know nothing about 
the resurrection except from revelation. But submit that 
the presumption strongly against such doctrine. And 
shall look very carefully into our exegesis before 
accept it. 

the dead all pass into unconscious existence, and are 
only waked out dreamless sleep the end some 
con (or some other are relieved that 
difficulty. But only plunged into greater one. 
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assume here that the dead Christ are state con- 
scious existence and conscious blessedness. Are they 
still awaiting judgment? the question before us. Are they 
still suspense regards their eternal destiny? has 
Christ already said them: blessed 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foun- 
dation the world”? believe most fully that the 
latter, and not the former. appointed unto men once 
die, but after this the means 

But does the Greek text justify such interpretation? 
answer: not only justifies it, but demands it; or, say 
the very least, strongly favors it. 

The preposition which here translated “after,” 
the Greek language, followed either the genitive, 
dative, accusative case. would require some space 
copy all the details and specifications set forth the lex- 
icons. enough note what said Liddell and Scott’s 
its meaning when followed the accusative case under 
the third general head sequence This 
divided into three parts: ‘1. order Place, after, 
next after, behind. order Time, after, next to, 
(thereupon, thereafter, with Worth, Rank, 
etc., to, next after.’ used adverbially also: and 
the definitions given are: them,” “with them,” 

The definitions given where this preposition found 
connection with the genitive and dative cases also show how 
strongly the word inclines closeness connection. For 
example, they are such these: the midst of,” 
common,” “in connection with,” aid 
of,” “in company with.” 

plain; then, from this standard lexicon, that the 
passage before might translated: appointed 
unto men once die, and next after this [or immediately 
after this] the judgment.” 
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But course there higher authority than even the 
best lexicon; and that is, the usage the language the 
New Testament itself. that question now come: 
What the this preposition with the accu- 
sative, the New Testament? 

The result examination has been find, that, be- 
sides the passage under consideration, there are ninety-eight 
others; and that ninety-five them might trans- 
lated after,” “immediately after;” leaving three 
which denotes simple sequence, but not immediate 
sequence. will take time call your attention few 
only. Take, for example, Matt. xvii. six days 
Jesus taketh with him Peter and James, and John his brother, 
and bringeth them into high mountain How 
long after six days? Immediately after. will univer- 
sally conceded that this form statement conveys the idea 
exact interval time. There are nineteen examples 
this sort, have not miscounted. striking fact 
done this way. equivalent saying days 

Again, Mark (xiii. 24), reporting Christ’s conversation 
the Mount Olives, says: ‘In those days, after that 
tribulation the sun shall darkened, and the moon shall 
not give her light,” etc., while Matthew’s report the same 
utterance (chap. xxiv. 29), is, “immediately 
give greater emphasis the close succession events, 
which occurs all languages, and occurs often that illus- 
tration unnecessary. But Mark evidently regarded 
sufficient itself express immediate sequence. 

Another example may found Luke’s account the 
last supper, which says, Likewise the cup after sup- 
per” (xxii. 20). Immediate succession isobvious. There 
was leaving the table and interval. 


| 
if 
it 
i 


1891.] Resurrection and Final 


Another example immediate sequence quite unex- 
pectedly found passage which often quoted encour- 
age our faith where the interval between our troubled ques- 
tioning and the final and clear solution long and perplex- 
ing: John xiii. thou knowest not now; but 
thou shalt know hereafter” doubt 
true that the illumination the future life will explain many 
things which are obscure this. And our faith may well 
rest the assurance that the Lord not slack concerning 
the promises which are long their fulfilment; but that 
not what Christ said the disciples this occasion. 
Christ was washing the disciples’ feet. When came 
Peter there was characteristic remonstrance, which 
Christ graciously said: not understand this now: 
appears that lost time making plain them the 
meaning what had done. 

And necessary could show that according the 
almost uniform usage the New Testament peta means 
ninety-eight instances (leaving out the passage Hebrews) 
has this meaning. come then the consideration 
this passage with the strong probability that this its mean- 
ing here. The burden proof rests upon him who should 
deny it. which used denote immediate sequence 
thirty times often used express simple sequence 
should assumed any given case convey the former 
meaning rather than the latter, unless there are insuperable 
difficulties the way understanding it. 

come now show that there are not only such 
difficulties, but, the contrary, that the reasons for inter- 
preting this passage mean “immediately after” 
are many and weighty that should constrained 
interpret it, even its general usage were different. 
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Let come the way which own experience 
the study this subject has led me. 

used believe and teach that there was intermediate 
state blessedness for the righteous dead between death 
and the resurrection; and that Paradise was the place 
the saints’ abode between death and the resurrection, while 
Heaven was their eternal home afterward. nowclear 
that the New Testament makes such distinction. The 
dying Christian does not stop any intermediate station, 
but goes direct Heaven. This the New Testament 
teaching; and this shown true, sure that 
nobody will insist that shall afterwards brought into 
judgment and determine”’ the question his fitness 
there. 

used three times the New Testament: 
the promise Christ the dying robber, shalt 
Cor. xii. his being caught into paradise. the 
promise made Rev. ii. him that overcometh will 
give eat the tree life which the midst the 
paradise God.” will scarcely questioned any 
one, think, that paradise all these cases refers one and 
the same place. can ascertain, then, with certainty, 
what place either the three, will sufficient. 
the second them have easy task show that 
means the same heaven. The reading the passage 
full all that necessary. reads thus: knew man 
Christ above fourteen years ago (whether the body, 
cannot tell, whether out the body, cannot tell; God 
knoweth), such one caught the heaven. 
And knew such man (whether the body, out the 
body, cannot tell; God knoweth): how that was caught 
into and heard unspeakable words, which 
not lawful for man too plain for argument 
that and the “third are here used inter- 
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changeably referring the same place. The Schaff- 
Herzog Encyclopedia represents the accepted view biblical 
scholars, saying that else than the holy 
holies heaven, the place the glorious presence God. 
This heaven its fullest, its real the heaven 
heavens, which Paul refers when speaks the 
‘third Paul, then, uses paradise” mean the 
heaven the word different mean- 
ing either the other Whoever maintains, 
upon him must rest the burden proof. hardly think 
that any one will undertake it. This passage Corinthians 
ought considered full and final settlement the 
question. Paradise heaven; and heaven paradise. 

But this not all. absent from the body, according 
Paul, was with Christ. And Christ himself taught 
the disciples the same comforting truth: not your 
heart troubled: believe God, believe also me. 
prepare place for you. And and prepare 
place for you, will come again, and receive you 
unto myself, that where am, there may 
Where his Father’s house. Surely that 
heaven. But many passages will give the answer 
plainest words. Mark xvi. tells us: then after the 
Lord had spoken unto them, was received into heaven, 
and sat the right hand God.” Paul his Epistle 
the Ephesians (vi. says: that your Master 
speaks waiting his son from And the 
Revelator says (Rev. xix. saw heaven operted, 
and behold white horse, and that sat upon him was 
called faithful and was clothed with 
vesture dipped blood, and his name called The Word 
course, this Christ. Stephen saw heaven 


See article (3). 
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opened, and Christ the right hand the Father. Peter 
says: gone into heaven, and the right hand 
God”’ Pet. iii. 22). Ineed not multiply such quotations. 
Christ heaven: and the redeemed are with him. They 
are not detained all these years some intermediate station. 
They have entered already their eternal abode. And so, 
not well-nigh absurd deny that they have passed their 
final judgment? not the judgment for the very purpose 
determining their fitness enter heaven? And are they 
allowed dwell there these many ages before the question 
their fitness there all has been judicially deter- 
mined? Certainly theory that involves such incredible 
hypothesis not accepted, unless are absolutely 
compelled accept the plainest and most unequivocal 
declarations the divine word. And most certainly have 
found such declarations, and none that imply such 
doctrine. 

Finally, are taught that the glorified saints are with 
Christ the likeness his glorified body 21), and 
raised once spiritual body; the change coming 
moment, the twinkling eye, and this re- 
spect not like the slow process raising wheat from the 
seed, which Paul alludes for partial illustration the 
two bodies. The spiritual body probably similar the 
natural body form the wheat produced the seed. 
shall know each other. Had spiritual vision, 
should see our friends they depart from clothed upon 
with their spiritual bodies. Had spiritual hearing, 
might hear their songs victory, and the melodies which 
the angels sing they come carry them home. Now and 
then such spiritual senses seem have been granted the 
inhabitants earth. Peter and James and John thus saw 
Moses and Elias, who appeared their spiritual bodies; 
and they heard the words these glorified saints they 
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spake the decease which Christ should accomplish 
Jerusalem. Paul similar experience when saw and 
heard the things which wrote the Corinthians. This 
blessedness has come others God’s saints the hour 
departure near it: and all them shall thus en- 
dowed when they have put off the earthly house their 
tabernacle and put the house from heaven. 

not denied that many questions arise way 
objection and difficulty. These will anticipate well 
can; and far space may allow. 

the much-talked-of ‘end the world’ and second coming 
Christ judgment and the setting his 

end the the New Testament never, 
have already said, the end the cosmos, but always 
and simply the end the end that long period 
that was just closing when the most the New Testament 
was written. John came preaching kingdom heaven 
When Christ sent forth the twelve, said 
them: go, preach, saying, The kingdom heaven 
When the disciples showed him the buildings 
the temple, told them their utter destruction the 
near future. When assured them that the Son man 
was come the glory the Father with his angels, 
immediately added: say unto you, There some 
standing here who shall not taste death, till they see the 
Son man coming his Matthew, Mark, and 
Luke all report these wonderful words the same form 
substantially and the same another oc- 
casion drew the picture marvellous outline light and 
shade: the sun was darkened, the moon should not 
give her light, the stars should fall from heaven, the Son 
man should come the clouds with power and 

See Matt. xvi. 27, 28; Mark viii. 38; ix. Luke ix. 26, 27. 
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great glory. And immediately added: generation 
shall not pass, till all these things fulfilled.” Matthew, 
Mark, and Luke all give the same sublime outline, with nu- 
merous but unimportant variations—but all agreeing that 
one most significant declaration: say unto you, this 
generation shall not pass, till all these things fulfilled.” 
Peter writes about both his Epistles. Paul writes 
about both his letters the Thessalonians. John 
writes about it: but not his Gospel. And this re- 
markable fact. was present all those occasions, and 
heard the words Christ, which the first three Gospels 
have much report: but not one word concerning 
there his Gospel. The study this matter and the solu- 
tion the mystery was event life. Like the 
philosopher old, cried when saw the ex- 
planation. The book Revelation—written about the 
year 66—contains several chapters upon this same subject. 
The Lord gave John the Isle Patmos see the 
coming events still more clearly than had set them forth 
while the flesh. And the Apocalypse more than 
one half devoted the most glowing prediction these 
very events. They were all fulfilled that genera- 
tion. And about the year that fulfilment came. John’s 
Gospel was not written till some twenty years later. There 
was occasion for him record that the prophetic 
words Christ which had already passed into history and 
which had fully set forth his book the Apoca- 
lypse, declaring repeatedly that was “things which 
must shortly come pass.” 

The kingdom God was initiated when Christ rose from 
the dead. this grandest all miracles was declared 
both Christ and Lord. the Pentecost, few weeks later, 
there was seen something its power and glory. the 
overthrow the old dispensation and the utter destruction 
Jerusalem and its temple service came the end the old 
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con, and the establishment Christ’s kingdom, which 
there shall This was the coming the Son 
than the coming Christ, even his perpetual presence. 

wonder that all the apostles, under the divine inspira- 
tion, wrote it, before the year 70, imminent. Their 
Lord and Master had told them distinctly that should take 
place during the lifetime some those that were living 
and standing before him the very time was speaking. 
had plainly intimated that John’s life was spared 
see the event: will that tarry till what 
that And did: the only one the apostles, 
far know, who did survive the end the the 
year 70. 

Objection Second: Are believe, then, that that 
first century, the time the destruction Jerusalem, 
the sun was darkened, and the moon; that the stars fell 
from heaven; that the Son man came the clouds 
heaven—with the voice the archangel and the trump 
God?” answer:— 

these expressions were meant understood, 
exactly that took place; because Christ uttering these 
predictions expressly declared the most emphatic words: 
“Verily say unto you, this generation shall not pass, till 
all these things though had antici- 
pated the questioning and doubting that have arisen, 
thus solemnly prefixed his prophecy these words: Ver- 
tly say unto and then added, heaven and earth shall 
pass away, but words shall not pass away.” know 
how diligently men have labored get this word gener- 
mean something else than just what naturally 


understand mean every-day usage. For years and 


years labored that; but idle. word the New 
Testament more plain and uniform its signification than 
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this. Every just principle interpretation forbids any 
other sense given it, than this generation per- 
sons now living. same may said the attempt 
show that, instead translating might 
nothing it. These words must stand just they are, and 
understood their ordinary sense. But answer:— 

That these highly wrought figures speech are 
often found the Old Testament that they were perfectly 
well understood Christ, and the apostles, and all the peo- 
ple, only the oriental drapery, speak, the rhetor- 
ical costume, which the great and stirring events which 
were soon take place were set forth. The Old Testa- 
ment constituted large part the literature with which 
the hearers Christ were familiar. And this furnishes 
the best help interpreting the New. Especially the 
prophecies the Old Testament aid interpreting the 
prophecies the New. 

Turn, for example, the thirteenth Isaiah, which 
entitled the Burden Babylon, and see what forms 
speech the destruction that city foretold: 
the day the Lord cometh, cruel, with wrath and fierce 
anger, make the land desolation, and destroy the 
sinners thereof out it. For the stars heaven and the 
constellations thereof shall not give their light; the sun 
shall darkened his going forth, and the moon shall not 
cause her light shine. will make the heavens 
tremble, and the earth shall shaken out her 
(ver. 10, 13). Did any those things literally happen 
the destruction Babylon? 

Take, another example, this same prophet’s prediction 
the capture Jerusalem, and the laying waste Pales- 
tine Sennacherib: Lord maketh the earth 
empty, and turneth upside down..... The earth 
utterly broken, clean dissolved. The earth shall stagger 
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like drunken The moon shall confounded, 
and the sun (xxiv. 19, 20, 23). 

Another, which the judgments God are denounced 
against Edom, especially interesting, because imagery 
found the words Christ foretells his second 
coming and the so-called the world,” more highly 
colored than that used this prophecy: 
host heaven shall dissolved, and the heavens shall 
rolled together scroll, and all their host shall fade away. 
The sword the Lord hath drunk its fill heaven: 

-streams thereof shall turned into pitch; and the dust 
thereof into brimstone, and the land thereof shall become 
burning pitch. shall not quenched night nor day, the 
smoke thereof shall for ever” (xxxiv. 

And not alone does Isaiah indulge such gorgeous dra- 
pery. When Ezekiel predicts the overthrow the king 
Egypt Babylon, these are his words: shall 
extinguish thee, will cover the heaven, and make the stars 
thereof dark; will cover the sun with cloud, and the 
moon shall not give her light. All the bright lights 
heaven will make dark over (xxxii. 8). 

When Joel foretells the desolations produced the 
locusts, does such forms speech these: 


great people and The earth quaketh before 
them; the heavens tremble, the sun and the moon are dark- 
ened, and the stars withdraw their (ii. 10). 
You will see that there not one form speech em- 
ployed Christ and the apostles foretelling the desola- 
tions Palestine and the destruction Jerusalem—from 
Matthew Revelation—that they might not have drawn 
from the old prophets their predictions the calamities 
that were denounced against Babylon, Edom, and Egypt. 
And the reader Josephus must conclude that more terri- 


day the Lord cometh, for nigh 
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ble things never could have befallen those ancient cities and 
countries than fell the lot the Jews the lifetime 
the apostle John. The highly wrought figurative speech 
Isaiah and Ezekiel and Joel did not mean the end the 
cosmos the days Pharaoh and Sennacherib, and the 
son Amoz; neither did the same figures speech mean 
the end the cosmos when used Christ and Peter and 
John. The Bible its own best interpreter. Those who 
were familiar with the Old Testament were not misled 
these strong orientalisms. 

must call attention one more illustration. found 
the eighteenth Psalm; which David describes his per- 
sonal deliverance from the hand his enemies, especially 
from the hand here his account God’s 
coming help him: The earth shook and trembled. 
The foundations also the mountains were moved, and 
were shaken because was bowed the 
heavens and came down. smoke came out his nostrils; 
fire out his mouth. Thick darkness was under his feet. 
rode upon acherub. flew upon the wings the 


thundered the heavens: uttered his 
voice: hail-stones and coals fire were the arrows which 
The channels the waters appeared: the 


foundations the world were laid bare. Does anybody 
imagine that there were literally earthquakes and volcanic 
eruptions and tidal waves and terrific thunder-storms sent 
David’s Were the heavens literally bowed down? 
Those who heard the prophecies Christ the Mount 
Olives and John from the Isle Patmos, were accus- 
tomed such modes speech. They knew that the sun 
and moon and stars had never literally been disturbed 
Babylon Jerusalem; nor Idumea. They knew that all 
this was the rhetorical costume the thought. Those who 
survived with John the events the year knew that 
every word uttered the Mount Olives had been fulfilled, 
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just was intended understood, the momentous 
events which had taken place their day. the correct- 
ness this view, there very striking proofin the sermon 
Peter the day Pentecost, which says: 
that which was spoken the prophet Joel: And shall 
come pass the last days, saith God, will pour out 
Spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters 
shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and 
your old men shall dream And will show 
wonders heaven above, and signs the earth beneath; 
blood, and fire, and vapor smoke. The sun shall turned 
into darkness, and the moon into blood, before that great 
and notable day the Lord come.” had said: 
are already these last days which the prophet fore- 
told, and this the And they were. Daniel 
had said: those days shall the God heaven set 
kingdom, which shall never shall 
break pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and shall 
stand forever.” That prophecy was fulfilled. The kingdom 
was set the time foretold. stands to-day. this 


kingdom the sovereign and the judge are one and the same 


—our Lord the Christ. Conquest going on. And judg- 
ment on. Each minute for the last ten centuries 
has averaged well-nigh hundred souls that have passed 
death and judgment. More than hundred thousand 
from this globe ours receive final sentence each twenty- 
four hours. 
are living, are dwelling, 
grand and awful 

but fail take in. The Son man came power 
and great glory eighteen hundred years ago: has ever 
since been the throne ruling and judging the nations. 
Day day, the shepherd divideth his sheep from the 
goats, has the separation been going on. Not one soul has 
died but has gone judgment. For the deeds done the 


— 


body, whether good bad, they have received sentence— 
sentence irrevocable. the tree falleth, lieth. 

There but one coming Christ foretold himself 
his apostles. That was the time that gener- 
ation. John was tarry till came. The prophecy was 
fulfilled. Those who dream still another coming will 
dream the future very likely they have done the 
past. But will all dream. the Jews are still 
looking for the first coming the Christ, because failed 
set earthly visible kingdom when did come, 
there are some who are for that reason still the outlook 
for his second coming. But the kingdom God henceforth 

cometh not with observation. spiritual dominion, 

which was emphatic sense established the earth 
the overthrow the outward and visible, which Christ and 
the apostles distinctly foretold event which was just 
hand, and which occurred the year less than 
four times the Apocalypse (which was the date 
Nero’s reign, about the year 67) said: come 
That promise was fulfilled. Christ had said 
more than thirty years before, some standing 
here who shall not taste death they see the Son 
man coming his kingdom.” That prophecy was fulfilled. 

Objection Third: But not said that ‘this same Jesus, 
who taken from you into heaven, shall come 
manner have seen him into heaven’ 

Upon the interpretation these words fully aware 
that there some difference opinion. Some have gone 
far say that ‘‘the expression never employed af- 
firm merely the certainty one event compared with an- 
other, but identity mode while others have 
said: words have necessary reference the man- 
appeal always from commentators the actual usage the 


} 
Hit 


1891.] Resurrection and Final ment. 


language. Let see how that higher court will decide the 

The words which are here translated like 
are used three other instances the New Tes- 
tament. They are follows: Jerusalem, Jerusalem, 
how often would have gathered thy children together, even 
hen gathered her chickens under her wings!” (Matt. xviii. 
37.) Then certainly does not express mode 
manner.” ‘Wilt thou kill me, thou didst the Egyptian 
(Acts vii. 28.) Does this imply that the kill- 
ing was done the same manner—or the simple fact 
the killing, without reference details mode? 
Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, these also resist the 
Tim. iii. and Jambres withstood Moses 
enchantments. Paul mean indicate that 
those whom here writing opposed the truth that 
particular way? imagine, will claim that. For 
while Paul describes those who opposed the truth, the use 
score epithets, setting forth their wickedness and their 
misdeeds, not one them charges them with being magi- 
cians. Read your leisure the verses that precede Tim. 
iii. 

The New Testament usage, then, seems give little 
countenance the interpretation which requires that 
should always imply mode manner.” 

Nor does the usage the Septuagint sustain this theory 
any better. give but single example from Isa. xxxiii. 
spoil shall gathered like the gathering the 
caterpillar; the running and fro locusts” upon it. 
Were the men the gathering spoil imitate the move- 
ments locusts—going the same way? does sim- 
ply mean that the spoiling was thorough and 
obvious? 

But may still further said that the interpretation 
mean “identity mode manner” proves 
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altogether too much for those who understand literally what 
said Christ’s second coming. like manner 
have seen him into heaven,” was come again. 
But understanding what said his second com- 
ing, unlike what are told his ascension. This 
was very quiet; few were present: there was nothing spec- 
tacular about it. His second coming, the other hand, was 
with clouds, and voice trumpet, and every eye should 
see him. There resemblance manner. think, then, 
must agree that all that was meant expressed was 
that the reality his second coming was obvious 
and unquestionable his ascension had been. 
matter fact was far more impressive, the figures 
speech used describing would naturally lead expect 
would be. The Jewish system and the Jewish nation fell 
with crash that resounded the ends the earth. The 
kingdom God came with power and great glory. 
Fourth: Very will also objected 
that what Paul says his Epistles the Thessalonians 
hard understand accordance with the views have here 
presented: particularly where beseeches them not 
troubled what had written though the coming 
Christ was one who gives attention the 
Greek text will find any difficulty here. And the new ver- 
sion makes plain. Instead translating the 
his First Epistle the Thessalonians, had written the 
nearness Christ’s coming, implying that some the people 
then living would the earth the time it. This had 
been pushed some brethren mean that the ad- 
vent which wrote had already taken place. That im- 
pression corrects his Second Epistle, assuring them 
that the fulness the time was not yet: that the day the 
Lord was not then present. The man sin, the son per- 
dition, was yet revealed. not take back what 
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had said about the near approach the Parousia its 
fulness—only was still the future, all which easily 
understood when bear mind the dates these two 
Epistles: both which were written about the year 
53, generally admitted. 

There but one uniform line teaching all the books 
the New Testament written before the year that 
is, that the coming the Son man fully set hts 
kingdom, was near. Were the apostles mistaken about 
Such the view suggested and even boldly declared 
some.! But mind this destroys the very founda- 
tions all Christian faith. still his second coming 
has not yet taken place, the apostles were mistaken. For 
there nothing which they declare with more assurance 
than that was near hand their day. And de- 
claring, they teach only what the Divine Master himself taught 
when said: some you standing here who 
shall not taste death, they see the Son man coming 
hts kingdom.’ The glowing language Paul the 
Thessalonians not whit more highly colored (under- 
standing refer the events the seventh decade the 
first century) than John uses the Apocalypse referring 
the same events; than Christ himself used Mount 

when expressly added, This generation shall not 
pass away till all these things fulfilled.” What good 
reason has any one object the glorious prospect that 
Paul held out the Thessalonian believers that the dead 
Christ should caught the clouds, meet the Lord 
the air, and they should forever with the Lord? For 
may believe that that blessed word was fulfilled every 
one them the very hour death; and that has been 
fulfilled all the saints all these ages since, need 
not wonder that Paul added the very same breath: 
comfort one another with these 
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understood, they were indeed comforting words. But 
tell these persecuted Christian heroes that that promised ex- 
perience would come them two thousand years after they 
were dead, would have been cold comfort. And say that 
told them the other thing, but true, alas! 
alas! that all can get out the apostles, may 
well quote Job them, and say, Miserable comforters are 
was not mistaken. The Parousia was 
hand. And that Abiding Presence (for that what Parousia 
means) continuous. has been the world these 
eighteen hundred years. find far less difficulty un- 
derstanding Thessalonians from present standpoint than 
from former one. 

Objection Fifth: Possibly some one may quote, op- 
position these views, the words Job xix. 25, 26: 
know that Redeemer liveth, and that shall stand 
the latter day upon the earth: and though after skin 
worms destroy this body, yet flesh shall see 
all the difficulty this oft-quoted passage en- 
tirely disappears from the new version, especially from the 
better form given the American revisers, which reads 
thus: But for me, know that Redeemer liveth, and 
last shall stand upon the earth; and after skin, 
even this body destroyed, then without flesh shall 
see 

Objection But did not Christ preach the spirits 
Yes, certainly. When? the days Noah, 
while the ark wasa need not enter into the 
exegesis this much disputed passage. But since reading 
the thorough discussion different articles the 
theca Sacra, especially those written Professor Cowles 
and President Bartlett—than whom our country has pro- 
duced few, any, abler exegetes—I have had trouble from 
this quarter. There was continued probation the ante- 
diluvians the year our Lord 35: all events 
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not taught the apostle Peter, their argument 
against this interpretation the passage before very 
strictly based upon the laws Greek grammar. 

Omitting notice some few other objections, our views 
are briefly summed 

second coming Christ—spoken the Pa- 
rousia—was most plainly and unequivocally taught Christ 
himself event that should occur the lifetime some 
who heard him preach. 

Paulin his Second Epistle the Thessalonians, 
about the year 53, declared that had not then taken 
place. 

John the Apocalypse, written about the year 66, 
tells repeatedly that occur very soon: 
come quickly.” 

Tosay, some do, that both Christ and the apostles 
were mistaken, rank infidelity. not, should not know 
how define the word infidelity. 

they were not mistaken, the Parousia did occur 
power and great glory not long after the year 66. 

The destruction Jerusalem and the overthrow 
the Jewish system and the Jewish temple about the year 
constituted the fulfilment the prophecies spoken 
Christ and the apostles. All the forms and figures speech 
found the New Testament are fully justified the pro- 
phetic symbols the Old Testament, applied the 

but one Parousia anywhere spoken the 
New Testament, still future. This word means not only 
coming, but coming stay—PRESENCE. seventeen 
times used where translated three times 
translated and perhaps might always be. 

This Parousia was take the setting his 
kingdom, especially the utter overthrow the Jewish 
system, and was last forever. Weare living under it. 
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Death the Christian the laying down the 
natural body, and resurrection standing 
the spiritual body—occurring once the very moment 
death—as Paul expresses it, the twinkling eye.” 

10. Every man’s judgment comes also death. 
appointed unto men once die, and immediately after this 
the And the rewards and punishments that fol- 
low are for deeds done the body, and are course fixed 
and irrevocable. 

11. The saved once heaven, and the lost per- 
dition. 

who look for another.personal visible coming 
Christ are misled misunderstanding especially 
Daniel and the Apocalypse—the prophecies which have 
entirely different meaning from that which they attach 


(This part might indefinitely amplified.) 


13. The kingdom heaven, which has been set up, 
yet dominate the earth. The nations are some time 
Christ’s. This clearly stated the second Psalm, 
are all they that put their trust 

14. The militant” church trium- 
phant glory; but not far away. are come already 
the general assembly the first born earth and 
heaven. The dead Christ have become the angels 
God. And are they not all ministering spirits sent forth 
minister for them who shall heirs salvation? Seeing 
then compassed about with great cloud wit- 
nesses, let lay aside every weight, and the sin that doth 
easily beset us, and let run with patience the race that 
set before us, looking unto Jesus the author and finisher 
our faith, who for the joy that was set before him, endured 
the cross, despising the shame, and set down the right 
hand the throne God.” 


} 


1891.] Resurrection and Final 103 


Surely, the prophets and apostles and martyrs—yea, all 
the dead Christ—are already there with him HEAVEN. 
cannot believe that they have been kept back these 
many years from full vision the glorified One. And 
may pray and sing:— 


thou, Lord, midst pleasure woe, 
For heaven spirits 
Then also shall know 
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ARTICLE 


THE BENEVOLENCE THEORY THE 
ATONEMENT. 


THE REV. FRANK HUGH FOSTER, PH. D., OBERLIN THEOLOGICAL 
SEMINARY. 


II. 


SYSTEMATIC STATEMENT. 


the former article, the growth certain component 
elements the theory the atonement has been traced 
the principal New England divines. advancing 
restatement the theory from its ideal basis, now 
proposed, should kept clearly mind that the object 
this article not the proof, but the statement the 
theory. Whatever proof may given incidental, and 
whatever evidence the theory may appear have when 
once clearly stated, ascribed the credit the 
theory, not the purpose the present writer. Doubtless 
all truth shines its own light. there shall seem 
such light shed upon the subject, the writer will not seek 
obscure it, nor the other hand enhance formal 
proofs. 


The benevolence theory the atonement rests upon the 
theory that benevolence the constituting principle all 
virtue. The universe conceived all thinkers ideally 
Upon this presupposition rests every effort 
the investigator explore its meaning. traces out its 
laws the operation his mind, and expects find 
that the results correct thinking upon his part corre- 
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spond the real being without him; and when has 
found the position planet the sky, points his 
telescope thither, expecting that will appear within the 
field the instrument. This ideal harmony exists truly 
the spiritual the physical world. Knowledge 
harmonious operation the intellect. Happiness the 
conscious harmonious play all the faculties: its ob- 
jective side harmony, its subjective delightful con- 
sciousness. Holiness also harmony. Right moral action 
will result harmony. itself harmonious any in- 
dividual case with all other right action, and with all the 
ends which right action secures, particularly happiness. 
agreement with right action and happiness; or, 
itself choice the will, its agreement the agreement 
voluntary choice, or, the choice holiness and happi- 
ness, which includes the choice the means necessary 
promote these. Hence virtue the choice well-being; 
for well-being harmony with the universe; and this choice 
designated the term benevolence. has reference 
the harmony the entire universe, and hence seeks well- 
being general. that, comprehensive expression 
the nature virtue, may said that general 
benevolence, the choice the well-being every sentient 
and moral being such. And every individual action 
virtuous when performed under the influence this 
great motive, when seeks the well-being the individual 
its consistency with the well-being the whole complex 
being. 

Virtue thus benevolence, love every being accord- 
ing its worth. is, reference God, love him 
with all the heart and mind and strength; reference our 
fellow-men, love each ourselves. When this motive 
love determines action, the action virtuous: when 
absent, the same action, however fit, just, merciful, 
may be, has true virtue. 
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pursuit the fundamental conception that the universe 
which constitutes virtue for man, constitutes also for God. 
Upon other supposition can know anything about 
God. the material sphere, are really gaining any 
knowledge the stellar universe following out the 
necessary presupposition thought, that the universe 
harmony, must able the moral sphere, when 
have found out what virtue itself the necessity 
our own thought, affirm that the same for all other 
creatures, else the ideal harmony destroyed; and the 
same also for God, else does not stand the relation 
ideal harmony with the universe, and hence part 
it. But this annihilates either the universe God; and 
either case annihilates thought, and utterly impossible. 

Virtue then God consists general benevolence, 
the choice the holiness and happiness the universe, 
the promotion the well-being every being under the 
general relations that well-being, love. And when, 
for brevity’s sake, the word used the following 
statement, will the sense this general benevolence. 


The theory the atonement resting upon this basis 
Weltanschauung. may therefore naturally begin the 
counsels eternity and consider first the creation the 
beginning those dealings God with man which 
pursues upon the principles love. 

What, then, moved God create? must have been 
something within himself, for being external himself 
existed which could brought into the consideration. 
common therefore reply that was for the manifestation 
his own nature,—which the meaning derived also from 
the biblical expression that all things were created for his 
pleasure, for him. some way and sense, was for the 
satisfaction his own nature, thing infinitely worthy 
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satisfaction, and hence was itself first manifestation love, 
this case self-love, which carefully distinguished 
from selfish love. Hence see, actual fact, something 
every divine attribute nature, his infinity shadowed forth 
the stellar world stretching into the space, 
his power displayed the irresistible forces the world, 
higher attributes the sentient and rudimentarily intellect- 
ual animal world, and still higher man, who microcosm, 
mirroring all the rest, and superadding moral nature. Thus 
the created sentient universe capable ill well- 
being, pain happiness, and man embraces his 
capacities also that moral right and wrong, holiness 
well happiness. 

Love, then, its first, its merely creative operation, has 
brought into existence world with which God must stand 
moral relations. Capable harmony, and even 
that highest harmony which consists the harmony 
holy choices, God must either choose, not choose, 
promote its well-being. Since virtuous, will put 
forth benevolent choice, and hence choose its well-being, 
his further relations will governed the same 
principles love which have brought into being the 
precise form which has taken. Love created: love will 
govern. What will the general course which God will 
therefore pursue? 

Not that deism, which conceives God forming gen- 
eral laws, and leaving the world run, like clock when 
once wound up. This would not promote the holi- 
ness the world, especially when that potent fact free 
will, capable either good evil action, brought into 
the account. The God deism without true benevolence. 
The possibility the supernatural, the special operation, 
from time time, God for the good his creatures, 
thus included the character God: its actuality depends 
only upon the good reasons for its existence. 
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Some interference for good may, expected. But 
how general shall conducted? Natural harmony 
the universe will demand that men, like stones planets, 
treated according their divinely given natures; and 
love which seeks the well-being every creature, must 
equally consult the peculiar nature every being which 
would bless. The essential fact about the nature man 
the ethical sphere the possession free will. This will, 
then, considered the determination methods deal- 
ing with him for the promotion his holiness. But the 
nature the will that not subject force. ac- 
tion controlled not physical causes, but occasions, 
influences. God will promote its right action, must 
therefore, long maintains its freedom, that 
long conducts his creation upon the principles upon 
which first brought into being, this surrounding 
with system influences which have tendency pro- 
mote such action. Now, love one; and hence the original 
principles must preserved the sequel creation. Hence 
influences will employed; that is, there will persua- 
sives right action and deterrents from wrong. With these 
must also connected information upon the nature ac- 
tions. These three necessary elements information, 
rewards, and penalties, are attained only system 
fact, constitute themselves system laws. 
But the promotion moral action means laws 
moral government. the nature things, general 
love demands that man, once created with moral nature, 
should put under moral government. 


The parenthetical question immediately suggests itself 
whether God, establishing such government, has not 
deprived all power, whether his government, the 
sense his control events, not lost when, im- 
portant sphere the moral, introducés only the power 
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influence for that positive control. The answer may 
made appeal fact. God has given man free will, 
and now must conduct his government upon the basis 
which has himself thus established. appears when 
history studied upon any large scale, that actually 
governing the course the world. Thus system in- 
fluences does not lack effectiveness. But are not left 
this explanation alone. matter daily observation 
that men can exert control over other men means in- 
fluences, very large degree. The control real 
though were produced the exertion force. Given, 
now, being infinite wisdom apply the infinite re- 
sources persuasion which his omnipotence places his 
disposal, and who shall put any limits his ability con- 
trol the course moral beings without the exercise 
physical causation, and without violating any way their 
creatures founded upon love, and conducted persuasions, 
but not therefore deprived its governmental character, 
prevented from securing that course which his wisdom 
God marks out for the moral universe. 

But does not God thereby become the author sin? No! 
not long his sole activity with the sinner persuasive. 
fact, thereby shown the fountain all good, 
for his persuasions are only towards good, since can act 
under the system moral government only according the 
principles which prescribed that government, which were 
principles Jove. When the sinner acts, the action his, 
the agent’s, not that the being who persuades; and when 
acts sinfully, his action contrary the persuasion. 
The author sin the man alone. 

But was not God then compelled permit sin? And 
not therefore his government destroyed? Possibly, the best 
moral system, God could not wisely prevent all sin. Ina 
moral system which should created for that express pur- 
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pose, cannot believe but that God could prevent sin. But 
the best moral system, planned for the best results 
the whole, possibly God could not, under the limitations 
which placed himself giving free will men, de- 
grees influence which was the whole best exert, 
positively prevent sin without the co-operation the 
creature. That sin exists, indication that could not. 


return now our consideration the law and moral 
government under which man was placed,—How should 
such law any way which 
brought home man and surrounded suitable sanc- 
tions, would appropriate. fact, was communica- 
ted conscience and revelation. The supernatural 
character the revelation had much with adding that 
authority and impressiveness which were necessary its 
supreme influence. more important question for the 
present theme is, What should its character? 
originated love, and administered upon principles 
love the establishment moral law, also what that 
law is, must determined love. Now, love essen- 
tially love the morally good, that is, choice and ap- 
proval it; and this upon its reverse hate, rejection 
and disapproval evil. Love seeks promote that which 
chooses, hate prevent that against which directed. 
The law must, therefore, express these, and their expression 
the provision rewards and punishments. But what 
punishment shall provided? Love must again determine. 
God will holy, that is, benevolent, punishing, 
every other act. Hence punishments must such shall 
the whole promote the holiness men most effectually, 
that is, since punishments act negatively, shall deter men 
from sin most effectually. Now, punishment long sin 
shall continue, will perpetually and most emphatically express 
hatred sin, and the personal danger the sinner runs. 
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Thus, producing both fear God’s wrath and love 
his person and character, will deter man from sin. 
considerations cannot determine how long sin will 
continue, but revelation shows that will eternal. 

Thus under the government God, sin was foreseen and 
provided for the enaction penalties. But, now, when 
sin had become actuality the disobedience man, 
what was the one hand, punish sin 
according the threatening the law would the eternal 
loss the entire race, since all had fallen into the condem- 
nation through sin. was saved, and the ends 
for which the race was created were secured, and 
the love God which sought the holiness and happiness 
men forever, was find free play and effectuate anything, 
then man must released from sin and from the punishment 
sin, must forgiven. But how could this done? 

The difficulty the way forgiveness may seen 
contemplating the relations things under the supposition 
that there was but single sinner, who was also the only 
being the universe but God. might thought first 
sight that God, the offended party, could immediately 
forgive without further question, the offended party can 
forgive the offender human relations. But God’s action 
determined love. has reference the holiness 
the creature. thus more than mere private, irresponsi- 
ble action. Nothing calculated increase his permanent 
happiness can bestowed upon the sinner God long 
remains unreconciled, that is, unrepentant, since the 
promotion the ultimate happiness the creature cannot 
made without indications approval, and give ap- 
proval sinner without demanding repentance would 
approve sin, and promote unholiness, the very re- 
verse the demands love. Repentance therefore 
indispensable prerequisite forgiveness. But there are 
other difficulties the must granted 
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accordance with love, that such way promote 
the holiness the forgiven. Now, holiness never con- 
sistent with disrespect. consists choice, which when 
directed towards God, the same self-surrender him. 
man cannot thus choose God unless heartily reveres 
his character. Therefore the character God, his love 
good and hate evil, must maintained each act 
which performs, the holiness the creature cannot 
promoted that act. Hence forgiveness must im- 
parted that the fundamental hatred evil and love good 
which God feels shall manifested. There must something 
done, therefore condition upon which forgiveness rests. 

The same thing appears upon larger scale, but without es- 
sential difference, when the great mass human beings who 
have fallen into sin and need forgiveness considered. God 
has put them under system moral influences which are 
wonderfully adapted secure their obedience him, their 
perfect holiness and happiness. The consequences this 
may drawn out several heads:— 

These influences must manifestly animated 
spirit love, and themselves holy and good; for be- 
system not founded upon holy principles. 

Equally, they must reveal the character the being 
from whom they proceed holy and good. 

far they assume the character positive laws, 
they must founded the eternal principles love 
good and hate evil. 

laws, they must possess authority, which involves 


the certainty the infliction their penalties. They must 


not appear have been lightly adopted, nor God lack 
the authority and power execute them. threats are 


never uttered love. 
Now, mere forgiveness without condition, violates every 


one these principles:— 


| 
j 
My i 


1891.] the Atonement. 


Here system influences, which reflect the best 
good beings, violated without word explanation. 

Here being who should love good and hate evil, 
but who passes over sin without the slightest manifestation 
displeasure, and even confers favors upon the transgres- 
sor. bottom, then, indifferent sin and holiness; 
that is, sinner; and that is, not God. Who 
then 

the principles upon which laws have been founded 
are not eternal, and need not receive attention when men 
are forgiven, then they were, with their threats, mere cruel 
fulminations, and wicked. 

And thus God, longer called so, either 


weak wicked. 


forgive under such circumstances, without condition 
which should relieve the subject all these difficulties, 
would break down the whole system moral influ- 
ences which were established the first, destroy the 
moral government God. But this would not the mere 
introduction anarchy: would the destruction God 
himself, for God, giving his government, would give 
his holiness, would destroy would say un- 
mistakable language: being from whom you have re- 
ceived this so-called moral law, was not actuated real 
holy love. was not truly would introduce 
new and positive influence separate men from God. 
would say: have yet seek the true God; and 
your immediate duty renounce all allegiance this sup- 
posed deity and set out search one who indeed 
God.” 

Thus forgiveness without condition would involve the 
moral universe and God himself infinite disorder, which 
would the essential destruction both the universe and 
God. other words, unthinkable thought. 
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But what shall the condition? marked out the 
circumstances the case. The penalty was not lightly 
attached the law, but for certain reasons. Those reasons 
must satisfied, something must done, which for the 
purposes the law, will effect the same which the infliction 
the punishment upon the guilty parties would effect. 
Now, those purposes were, word, love. They were 
the promotion holiness and happiness deterring men 
from sin. something can done which shall express 
effectually God’s displeasure with sin, his 
maintain his law, the eternal basis his holy character 
the system moral influences under which has put men, 
and shall deter men from sin completely the punish- 
ment the guilty would do, then the ends the law are 
satisfied, and men may forgiven. Now, nothing but pain 
can express displeasure, this sphere. Therefore, there 
must some pain which shall equivalent, for the purposes 
had mind, the suffering sinners under the sentence. 
must also entirely safe from any confusion men’s 
minds with punishment, and hence the sufferer must not 
deserve upon his own account. must connected 
with God that its language shall unmistakably the lan- 
guage God himself. And must twofold its effect, 
like the law itself, that must promote holiness posi- 
tively, while does negatively deterring from sin. 

much human reason, especially when enlightened 
the revelation the fact the atonement made the Son 
God, can see. But what provision should meet these 
wants, were impossible without revelation and without the 
fact the historic sacrifice Calvary, say. But now, 
God has sent his own Son. Christ reconciling the 
world unto himself. has laid him the iniquities 
all. was obedient unto death, even the death the 
cross, offering that body which God had prepared for him; 
and upon the sacrifice founded his intercession, whereby 
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presents within the veil his own blood eternal re- 
demption for this sacrifice entirely meets the obli- 
gations under which love put itself the creation and gov- 
ernment man. Thus:— 

displays the love God man nothing else 
could do, when sends his own Son such suffering and 
death. The goodness God, and the depths his de- 
sire for, and choice of, the holiness and happiness man 
are presented the strongest form, and the positive require- 
ment made the condition forgiveness, that should 
offer positive well negative motives holiness, met 
the fullest manner. And fact, the great motive 
which found draw men God. 

thus preserves the character God the eyes 
the sinner and the universe. None can charge him with 
indifference holiness sin who sees him make such 
sacrifice before will forgive single sinner. 

maintains the authority the law, that speaks 
with unmistakable meaning the determination God 
execute it. those who love God and harmony with 
him, cannot forgiven except upon such sacrifice, what 
will the case the obstinate sinner? Thus deters 
from sin effectually the threat the law, and indeed 
more effectually, for gives example this world the 
awful effects sin, and thus anticipates before the eyes 
the universe the execution the final sentence, otherwise 
reserved for eternity. And exhibiting the awful charac- 
ter sin, promotes repentance also. 

made the sinless Son God, who needed not 
offer first for himself. 

expresses beyond doubt the true meaning God, 
since who makes the sacrifice himself God. 

Thus all the conditions set love are satisfied this 
sacrifice, and hence effects the designed result, for that 
the fulfilment the divine love. 
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What, now, does precisely? Does the same 
thing that the punishment the sinner would have done? 
No; but equivalent. Does make obligatory 
justice forgive the sinner? No; but only consistent with 
the best interests all concerned forgive the sinner. 
The character God, who element the moral sys- 
tem far surpasses importance all other elements, pro- 
tected; the integrity the system which has adopted for 
the government moral beings maintained; the injury 
which would result from indiscriminate forgiveness the 
character men and angels, prevented; and thus every 
obstacle removed, since God, his creatures, and their rela- 
tions through the system within which they meet, are the 
only things there are therefore consistent 
with the demands love its general aspect, after the 
atonement has been made, promote the happiness and 
holiness the repentant sinner, and thus gratify the de- 
mands love its particular aspect. Under the atone- 
ment there are embraced one system all the demands 
general and specific benevolence. 

And now, love positively calls for the forgiveness the 
sinner who repents. repentance forsakes all sin, and 
puts forth the fundamental benevolent choice which 
delights the glory God, and chooses the well-being 
every sentient being according its worth. This choice 
general benevolence. its nature holy; and ex- 
presses the whole the moral activity the repentant 
man, thereby made, far his present condition 
concerned, entirely holy. meet, therefore, since 
obstacles arise from the general relations the matter, that 
God should approve him. His happiness calls upon God, 
under the promptings the divine love, that means 
taken which are adapted its promotion. Since obsta- 
cle intervenes, meet that these promptings should 
followed; and what meet upon the whole will, the per- 
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fect reign God, done. Hence the forgiveneness the 
repentant sinner, after the atonement made, absolutely 
certain. 

Love equally calls for the punishment the unrepentant 
sinner. Love good and hate evil, considered voli- 
tions, are the same thing. The same love which appoints 
rewards the system moral influences, appoints punish- 
ments. The same love which calls for the forgiveness the 
repentant, calls for the punishment the unrepentant. 
Disagreeing with God, choosing the exact opposite what 
chooses, the unrepentant are not suitable persons re- 
ceive his approval agreement. cannot agree with 
those who disagree with him. The interests other sin- 
ners and holy beings not permit their forgiveness. 
Every obstacle removed the death Christ case 
the repentant, exists undiminished force case the 
unrepentant against their forgiveness. And lack for- 
giveness punishment, for lack approval disapproval, 
and divine disapproval the essence punishment. 


The main elements the benevolence theory the 
atonement are now before us. Summarily the theory may 
stated the following 


THE ATONEMENT THAT DIVINE WORK WROUGHT 
THROUGH THE SUFFERINGS AND DEATH CHRIST, 
WHICH THE LOVE GOD, CHOOSING GOOD AND RE- 
JECTING EVIL, MAINTAINING THE SYSTEM MORAL 
INFLUENCES UNDER WHICH HAS ONCE PLACED THE 
RACE FOR ITS DEVELOPMENT, AND INVITING THE SIN- 
NER REPENTANCE AND PROMISING HIM FORGIVENESS, 
EXHIBITED AND EXERCISED. 


we q 
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SUBSIDIARY TOPICS. 


For the full understanding the theory may neces- 
sary add certain subsidiary remarks, even the risk 
repeating some suggestions let fall former pages. Ques- 

the relation justice atonement and pun- 
ishment. 

Justice founded fitness. The mind constituted 
that perceives relations fitness between various things, 
as, for example, pain and sin, happiness holiness. 
Since this fitness resides the nature things, per- 
ceived God well man. God said just, 
which meant that perceives these natural relations 
fitness, and that never does injustice, punishes sin 
with punishment out proportion its guilt. 
sometimes said have the attribute justice, but this 
incorrect expression, since the term applicable only 
actions, which are either just unjust; beings capable 
action with reference their action given cases. 
tributive justice exercise the meting out rewards 
and punishments according conduct, upon the principle 
natural fitness. 

Love calls for the infliction punishment upon the sin- 
ner, already seen. the natural fitness sin and pain 
each other which constitute the ground the infliction 
the pain. But the repentant sinner forgiven. What 
still the relation justice the sinner? the in- 
fliction pain fit, appropriate, the sin before. 
But not inflicted: that is, the sinner treated better 
than deserves. This the grace God. exactly 
opposed justice, which the sense natural fitness, 
never satisfied the case forgiven sinner. the larger 
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sense which the word justice sometimes, though im- 
used, that which the whole right 
done, justice abundantly satisfied. But with mere refer- 
ence natural fitness, pain appropriate affliction 
upon the repentant sinner after repentance before, since 
respects what has done, and not simply what now 
is. Just the human state, often the best evidence 
repentance that man should willing suffer the just 
punishment for his crimes, the government God, 
after repentance the guilt the past remains, and punish- 
ment still fit, far the sin alone concerned. 

Justice sometimes represented attribute God, 
which like all his attributes must exercised, and said 
that the atonement provided that this justice may sat- 
isfied. Now, fit that sin followed the infliction 
pain upon the sinner, then justice, which founded 
this fitness, not satisfied when pain not upon 
the sinner, when forgiven. just much the 
demand justice that the sinner should himself suffer the 
pain, that the pain should follow the sin all. Hence, 
although atonement has been made, the exact demands 
justice are not satisfied case the repentant. True, 
that which fit upon the whole done; but this the de- 
mand benevolence rather than justice. one sense 
the justice God satisfied the atonement, that his 
perfect character exhibited and seen that just, 
that righteous, (Rom. iii. 26), though forgives. 

The doctrine justification faith. 

has been said above that when the sinner repents, 
puts forth that choice benevolence which the essence 
holiness, and God must approve him. The relations 
this thought may need explanation, that may seen 
that does not endanger the doctrine justification 
faith. 


any one ever remained without sin, that is, any one 
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ever perfectly exemplified all his acts from the beginning 
life perfect benevolence, would need salvation, for 
would holy state, and would receive eternal 
his fit reward. But men are sinners from the beginning 
moral action. Whena man repents, there are two things 
considered. First, there his past, which record 
transgressions; and there his present, which state 
holiness. The holy choice which has put forth 
holy, now that returns from sin, would have been 
had never put forth any other; and far, perfectly 
holy. But his past record must provided for, and 
cannot forgiven without the blotting out that. His 
present holy choice work, certain sense. that 
which God has condescended accept for perfect works 
obedience when gives him the righteousness faith” 
[that made out faith, the other righteous- 
ness made out works]. But does not merit 
the forgiveness the past, for cannot reckoned the 
credit the past, fills out only the present, and all de- 
manded the present the call duty, whatever the 
past may have been. Neither will prove sufficient for sal- 
vation the future, for will suffer many interruptions, and 
future sins will, strict justice done, call for punishment. 
Faith remains, therefore, the condition the exercise 
the free grace God, that grace alone can forgive the 
past and the future well; and therefore the man justi- 
fied freely grace. His holy choice, though deserves 
the approval God, considered simply itself, does not 
deserve the forgiveness all his sins. 

This conception differs from that the Reformers 
acknowledging that faith, consisting essentially holy 
choice, work; and agrees with them ascribing 
power procure salvation debt, and also sever- 
ing completely from every association with external works, 
like penances, done without the motive sincere repentance 
and holy love. 


the Atonement. 


The doctrine imputation. 

Since the demands supposed debts God, 
supposed attribute justice are not satisfied the atone- 
ment, thus conceived, but only made consistent with 
the interests the whole creation for God forgive, there 
need for viewing the merits Christ transferred 
any sense the believer. Thus exaggerated forms the 
doctrine imputation are avoided. But the essence the 
doctrine, that wholly account the work Christ 
that are forgiven, remains. The work Christ reck- 
oned imputed the sense that are forgiven 
its account, and could not otherwise be. 

The extent the atonement. 

The obstacles which prevented forgiveness without any 
condition though the sinner might have repented, lay wholly 
within the realm the divine. God’s character, the system 
influences had established, etc., prevented it. There 
was nothing the repentant sinner considered simply 
himself, which opposed it; though his conscience also echoes 
the divine demand that nothing done derogatory holi- 
ness forgiveness. when these obstacles are re- 
moved any single case, and the character God 
exhibited, and the authority his law maintained the 
case single forgiven sinner, equally consistent for 
him forgive any number difficulty was 
never quantitative, but qualitative. Hence the atonement 
provides for the forgiveness all men, they will repent. 
Whether they will actual fact repent, matter free 
choice under election. Thus the one hand, the atone- 
ment gives basis for the free proclamation salvation 
all men; but the other does nothing towards securing 
salvation the case any individual argu- 
ment for universal salvation, but the basis sincere 
offers pardon every man. Thus anew display 
the love God. calls for the doing all that can 
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done for the holiness and happiness guilty men; and 
since atonement could made which should avail for 
all the race truly for any one man, love called for such 
atonement. Here provided. 

And may say, accordance with the principles 
love, that election consists the determination God 
put forth such influences the case some particular men 
shall certainly, though not necessarily, lead their free 
choice the service God. Now love will also demand 
that God surround every man with all the influences towards 
holiness which can consistently bring bear the sys- 
tem arranged, and that will, further, elect and 
actually persuade the formation the fundamental holy 
choice, many can consistency with the system 
which has adopted. Thus the limitations election will 
be, like the positive reach election, determined general 
love. 

The capacity which God acts forgiving sin. 

The theories the atonement from Anselm Grotius 
had viewed God the offended said that 
God acted this matter ruler. The theory benevo- 
lence compels the thinker leave the ground the older 
theories once. soon there are creatures the uni- 
verse, God must act with reference their good, upon 
the principles general love. cannot therefore ask 
simply what the demands his own nature itself are. 
cannot determine satisfy his justice, for example, 
such, without regard any other consideration. Thus, 
acting from benevolence, acts member organ- 
ism, public person, and when considered, Gro- 
tius considered him only, the head divine govern- 
ment, acts asaruler. act the offended party, 
act with sole reference himself; and act di- 
rect antagonism the idea that all virtue consists benev- 
olence. God acting the offended party the matter 
forgiveness would immoral God. 
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The advantages this theory. 

meets the principal objections which have arisen against 
this doctrine better than any other theory. For 

(1) Unitarians object the older theory the ground 
that, upon theory which makes Christ pay man’s debt, 
teaches that Christ’s merits are imputed the believer, sal- 
vation due man justice; whereas the plain teaching 
this objection say that grace provided the scheme the 
atonement, even salvation itself not directly given 
grace, for the Bible says again and again, are saved 
grace. benevolence theory makes perfectly plain 
that since the atonement only makes for God 
pardon sinners, and since they are treated better than they 
deserve, their forgiveness grace, and might strict 
justice, still refused them. 

(2) Universalists formerly taught that all men for whom 
atonement avails all are already saved, since their debts 
are paid it, and that, meant for all men, all are 
saved. The only possible way avoiding this conclusion 
upon the older theory limiting the atonement its 
design and efficiency the elect. But this directly across 
the declarations the gospel found every page the 
Bible. Christ died for all men. The benevolence theory 
the Bible statement, and has difficulty with the 
conclusion the Universalists, since does not teach that 
Christ paid our debt, that have claim justice 
forgiveness. 

But its great advantage that puts the atonement upon 
truly ethical basis. founds upon idea, and de- 
rives its moving force from the very heart God, from his 
love, which his essence. The elder theory founded the 
atonement also upon idea, upon justice; but the 
idea was hastily seized upon, and was not the fundamental 
principle the divine nature. Thus ran the risk, and 
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actually fell into the mistake here well its concep- 
tion election, making God either non-moral im- 
moral. has idea, but not ethical idea. God’s 
justice, conceives this, much physical attribute 
his wisdom. But the benevolence theory both ideal 
and ethical. 

relations the old theory. 

(1) agrees with the old theory placing the obstacles 
the forgiveness man without atonement God, but 
differs from making that obstacle one lying the char- 
acter God and the system established him, and not 
one arising from his nature, distinct from his character. 

(2) agrees with the old theory teaching that the 
sufferings Christ are substituted for our punishment, but 
differs making them example instead the exact 
punishment called for distributive justice. 

(3) Both theories acknowledge the fact that distributive 
justice calls for the punishment the sinner himself: the 
old theory modifies the conception its application the 
atonement, drop out the personal element from 
punishment order make the sufferings Christ satis- 
faction justice, while the new theory retains the personal 
element and therefore denies that his sufferings form 
satisfaction. Both theories teach that God satisfied, 
though different ways and respects. 

(4) agree the person Christ, and 
the relation his deity his work. 

(5) The theories agree the sufficiency the atone- 
ment for all men when considered itself. But the old 
theory, since teaches the impotence the will man 
choose life without the grace God, puts the obstacle 
repentance God’s not electing certain, while the new 
theory, which holds the freedom the will, teaches that 
the obstacle found the fixity men’s evil wills, 
which are able turn but will not. The theories agree 
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ascribing limitations the election God, which neces- 
sary, the old theory metaphysically, the new practi- 
cally, the formation the holy faith and repentance; but 
the one puts these the inscrutable attributes God, the 
other his character and system. 

(6) The new theory contains essential element the 
moral influence exerted the atonement moving man 
repentance and faith; the other almost ignores this feature. 

(7) The whole difference resolved into the view the 
character God. The old theory makes the character 
God inexplicable; the new makes the same that holy 
men, being comprised the attribute love. 

Its relations the biblical expressions. 

some respects the accordance with the letter well 
the meaning Scripture very striking. The limits set 
the discussion the nature such article this, will 
prevent elaborate marshalling the passages. The more 
important ones must suffice. The theory agrees with the 
Scriptures 

(1) respect the character God. This described 
prehensive statement like that the theory that all the 
moral attributes God are comprised love. God no- 
where called justice. often said just, and this 
sometimes the sense righteous. But never said 
justice. 

(2) respect the nature morality, right conduct, 
virtue, holiness among men. Matt. xxiii. takes the 
words the old law and says that man love God with 
all his heart, and his neighbor himself. This principle 
love its twofold application comprises all the duty 
man, for these two commandments hangeth the whole 
law, and the prophets.” Paul also says similar connec- 
tion, that loveth his neighbor hath fulfilled the 
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(Rom. xii. And the epistle love, John iii. 11-23; 
presents the same thought various forms. 

(3) respect the sending Christ. The New 
Testament full such passages John iii. 16, 
loved the world that sent his only Son.” 

(4) respect the general character the atonement. 
The disciples were into all the world and make dis- 
ciples every And their message was always 
be: that cometh me, will wise cast 
that will, let him unto me, all that 
labor and are heavy laden, and will give you 
any man thirst, let him come unto and 
differing phrase, the refrain all the New Testament. 

(5) the use the atonement the great 
proof the love God. John iii. 16; iv. 19, 
have this most concisely stated: ‘‘Hereby know love 
because laid down his life Herein was the love 
God manifested us, that God hath sent his only begot- 
ten love because first loved But the 
constant use the atonement, the appeal the death 
Christ throughout the New Testament needs amplifica- 
tion here. 

(6) justice there may less agreement 
among Bible students. Most the passages like those 
Isa. liii. are equally well interpreted, far the mere ex- 
pressions used are concerned, under either theory. The 
plainest passage the Bible reference justice and its 
relations atonement that Rom. iii. and 26, which 
might almost taken dogmatic definition the benevo- 
lence theory. reads: [Christ] God set forth 
propitiation, through faith, his now 
the meaning the word propitiation defined giving 
the purpose answered the shew 
righteousness because the passing over sins done afore- 
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time, the forbearance God; for the shewing, say, 
his righteousness this present season; that might him- 
self [appear] just and the justifier him that hath faith 
God’s character, and effect certain results through this 
exhibition. therefore not satisfy attribute simply 
such. 
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ARTICLE VI. 


SCIENCE AND PRAYER. 


WILLIAM KINSLEY, WASHINGTON, C., AUTHOR VIEWS 
VEXED 


THE Scriptures affirm, that, answer prayer, part 
Palestine was once visited with long drought and afterward 
with copious rains and harvests, entire family healed, 
raging fire quenched, God’s purpose destroy stiff- 
necked people changed, the sun and moon apparently 
stopped mid-heaven for entire day, thunder-storm 
made burst right wheat harvest, leprous hand cured, 
dead child revived, good king’s life lengthened, and, for 
assuring token, dial’s shadow actually turned backward. 

The Bible unmistakably teaches that God both can and 
does interfere our behalf, that his interference often 
direct result our asking, that all reasonable prayers 
offered right spirit are certain favorable answer. 
The requests may varied the healthful 
ligent longings human hearts. 

Some scientists smile what they style the childish cre- 
dulity the Christian’s creed. Our investigations, say they, 
have disclosed universal reign unchangeable law, not 
only the production material but even mental phe- 
nomena. have found that within the walls every 
particle matter there lodged force; that these forces 
are sixty-four more different kinds, and their differ- 
ences nature and effect make all the differences the 
substances about us; that they bear each other certain 
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unalterably fixed relations, and exert over each other unal- 
terably fixed influences. These relations have been able 
our experiments reduce mathematical formulae. 
have found that these forces never manifest themselves unless 
certain conditions are fulfilled, and that, when they are, the 
forces invariably appear and act always precisely the same 
way. also claimed, that, far back can peer 
into the past, this same order has prevailed; that this rock- 
ribbed, wave-washed, verdure-clad, densely populated earth 
ours has come out chaotic fire-mist the oper- 
ations none other than these very forces which the 
first were hidden within it; that the earth has developed 
from its unorganized primordial state into its present com- 
plexity with regular gradations growth 
through which the oak passes pushing from out the 
walls the acorn its sinewy stem with outreaching boughs 
and waving pennons; that the earth itself organism 
truly the tree, has like complemental parts, has had 
germinal beginning, has been, and still is, incarnating under 
pre-established laws evolution, point point, age after 
age, certain under the guidance central germ- 
power, divinely commissioned may be, but commissioned 
even the details its finest microscopic work, untold 
millions years ago. 

How idle, then, is, they claim, for weak, blind children 
day presume break this grand order the 
universe! out into nature, they tell us, and you will 
find that not single one her laws ever abrogated, that 
from their control not the least thing for instant re- 
leased. Gravity holds its grasp not only the ponderous 
suns with their whirling satellites, but every infinitesimal 
mote that floats the air. The force shut within the 
walls atom carbon never dislodged, and never 
loses single characteristic. with fetters 
frost, immerse the white heat furnace, smite 
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with trip-hammer the face anvil, hurl into the 
chemical embrace affinitive element, what you will 
with it, will reappear identically the same atom informed 
precisely the same mysterious force. This speck 
matter defies all powers earth sky batter its walls 
and drive out its occupant. force, the world over, 
says that only those who find its secret and meet the condi- 
tions can services. you want bread? Here 
the seed, the soil, the air, the shower, and the sunbeam. 
Matter and force are your bidding, but their laws are in- 
exorable. Rays light will travel ninety-five millions 
miles serve you; the atmosphere will gather its clouds 
from the ocean and float them across continent pour 
their treasures your feet; the mountains will furnish you 
millstones, and the running brooks will turn them. The 
forests that grew hundred thousand years ago you may 
find packed away beds anthracite, waiting heat your 
ovens soon your dough ready for the baking. Nota 
force nature but will serve the veriest outcast will 
comply with the conditions; not one, even the humblest, 
will condescend move much hair’s-breadth even for 
the Czar all the Russias, unless does. The prayerless 
sinner and the praying saint meet here common level. 
All those stories about producing thunder-storms prayer, 
healing the sick, turning back shadows, stopping the sun 
the heavens, raising the dead, are thoroughly unscientific 
and absurd, and the height absurdity reached when 
claimed that the all-wise Creator can induced change 
his plans the importunate pleadings little creature 
whom has given brief existence one the obscure 
satellites one the million suns that make one 
the nebulous clusters with which the heavens are swarming. 
What greater presumption can imagined? 
Almighty sadly blundered his plans that this little 
creature can discover him their defects, and induce him 
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make change this late day, when everything inti- 
mately interlinked and interdependent that interference 
one part may demand reconstruction throughout the whole 
order avoid widespread confusion and ruin? Can God 
spare any special thought now for such infinitesimal interests 
long the concerns this vast swinging universe are 
upon has laid down broad general plans. 
cannot reasonably expect him listen our baby prattle 
about the petty details our vanishing lives. thrust 
our hands into the fire, live malarious district, are cap- 
sized mid-ocean, must suffer the natural consequences, 
and look about us, best can, for more congenial 
environment. 

Such, brief, the attitude assumed the present day 
majority scientists this one the most vital and 
perplexing questions. This their creed is, think can 
clearly shown, most mischievous mixture truth and 
error. The spirit cold speculative scepticism pervading 
making rapid inroads upon all classes society. How 
many even those who have been gathered into the fold 
the church have fallen under the blighting spell this 
genius modern materialistic thought! How many prayers 
are simply the outbreathings reverential fear, are 
mere dead formalism, the results sheer habit! How 
many are little else than agonized longings accompanied 
joyous expectation! How few, very few, are offered 
with the same confident assurance results inspires the 
farmer when sows his fields, the telegraphic operator 
when with his key closes the electric circuit and sends 
his messages over the long leagues ocean cable! 

ist. That phenomena and the producing forces with 
their laws modes working brought light scien- 
tific investigations the fields physics and metaphys- 
ics, harmonize perfectly with the Scripture view prayer, 
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and abound suggestions how God can interfere na- 
ture without destroying any force abrogating single law. 

2d. That, fact, has thus actually interfered again 
and again. 

3d. not only not presumptuous, but most natural 
and reasonable, for expect that will interfere for 
insignificant though may seem be. 

4th. That will interfere because ask him, doing 
for what otherwise would not have done. 

5th. And, lastly, that will not single instance 
withhold any real blessing which asked for the right 
spirit, and the bestowal which lies within the compass 
his power. 

ist. can God answer prayer without destroying any 
force abrogating any own experience, real 
light this point first came from the perusal Dr. Bush- 
nell’s Nature andthe His mode treatment 
has long since past out memory, but thought-germ was 
lodged mind which has since grown into deep- 
rooted conviction. As, however, have followed out these 
lines thought, has been constant source surprise 
that many the scientists, while they have with tireless 
patience and keenest insight unravelled much the infinite 
intricacy that attends the interplay nature’s forces, un- 
earthing many secrets and becoming masters many 
fields inquiry, have seemingly lost sight that most in- 
teresting and important all facts, that everywhere ample 
provision has been made for the efficient interference di- 
rect will power. They course cannot have failed dis- 
cover it, for there hardly waking moment the lives 
any when are not conscious that actually exer- 
cise volitions, and that these volitions effect changes, and 
sometimes most important ones, the world about us. 
How our wills are thus linked with matter, would prob- 
ably puzzle the wisest explain; but that they actually are, 
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fact patent all. And surmise not the fact, 
but the deep significance the fact, that has strangely 
escaped the notice many our savants science. 

Over body many particulars will exercises di- 
rect control. for instance, order hand lifted. The 
mandate instantly flashes from the brain down the motor 
nerves the very muscles waiting, and their fibres 
once begin shorten. exercise this direct will power 
right against the force gravity, temporarily overpowering 
but not destroying it, for still continues pull the hand 
down with the same might before. This overbalancing 
one force another taking place everywhere through- 
out nature. For illustration, take tumbler water. 
were not for the cohesive attraction between the particles 
the glass being stronger than the gravity, the sides would 
crumble into dust, and sink with the water the lowest at- 
tainable level. Gravity has not been destroyed, but simply 
mastered stronger antagonist. Remove part the 
heat from the water, and will become crystallised solid, 
showing that until now the heat force has been holding 
the crystalline check. Lower still further the tempera- 
ture, and the sides the tumbler will burst pieces, the 
crystalline force overcoming the cohesive. the tem- 
perature, and the water will change steam, and repel- 
lence between the particles will appear, the heat driving 
them asunder, despite all that cohesion can do. 

Over the world outside the body, the control our wills, 
though mostly indirect, equally potent, and yet nature 
not thrown into confusion, not single force destroyed, not 
law abrogated. Our volitions are simply supernatural, not 
contranatural. Our wills act indirectly complying with 
the conditions that unfetter forces. The scientists 
have established beyond question the fact that there not 
single one these forces that not wholly inoperative 
unless certain conditions are fulfilled, and just soon 
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they are, the force begins work its wonders. Scientists 
have even gone further, discovering very many instances 
precisely what those conditions are, and thus placed 
within our reach utilize those forces the arts life. 

Back our will power, acting its guide, there now 
exists, thanks these explorers, well-informed intelligence, 
and have become masters nature simply under- 
standing and complying with her laws. instance, 
want homes for ourselves and our little ones, and cast 
about and find abundance crude material,—sand and 
clay, metal and slate, rock and standing trees and running 
water. Our wills decree that these shall transformed into 
cemented walls brick and stone, framed timbers, tessella- 
ted floors, frescoed ceilings, plate-glass windows, roofs and 
mantels, furnaces and swinging doors, and step step, 
under the quickening power the mind, the wondrous 
change wrought. even make our wills felt the do- 
mains vegetable and animal life, improving old varieties 
and developing new ones among fruits and flowers and do- 
mesticated animals, enriching and seeding our soils, and 
multiplying our flocks and herds meet our ever-growing 
wants. 

The processes which our wills enforce their decrees 
may little tedious, but the ends are reached, the course 
nature seriously broken upon, results attained which 
otherwise nature never would have attempted, yet disor- 
der has anywhere ensued. What marvellous effects have 
been produced this intelligent will power man, cun- 
ningly directing its own uses the ever-waiting elemental 
and vital How many rivers have been bridged, beds 
rivers shifted tunnelled, mountains discrowned their 
rocky centres pierced open highways for the world’s com- 
merce! The very lightnings have been tamed into flying 
Mercurys carry the thought-messages 
brained master, the oceans whitened with his sail, the con- 
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tinents covered with his networks railways and canals, 
barren wastes changed into vineyards and palm-groves and 
orange-orchards, the unshapely quarries granite and 
marble transformed into palaces and statue-crowned temples 
body forth his ripest culture and most holy thought. 

The influence the human will has had even wider 
circuit assigned it. Many have known instances 
weak wills being overawed stronger ones, and the dom- 
ination being absolute for the time being actually 
blot out every distinctive trace personality and suspend 
individual responsibility. one but has felt, time 
and again, the indirect power another’s will reaching 
through channels argument, persuasive kindling the 
fancy, eloquent appeal, shrewd suggestion, show ap- 
preciative sympathy. There are thousand avenues the 
heart, thousand ways arouse the conscience, inflame 
passion, fill the chambers the soul with dread alarms, and 
these are discovered and utilized positive and aggressive 
souls athirst for wealth, power, prestige. Society has its 
born leaders. Individuality and responsible free choice are 
with the vast majority still retained, but through these 
multiform influences personal character that the life 
the world’s subtile social organism is, under pre-established 
spiritual laws, regulated and maintained. 

Thus see that the touch the human will all nature 
plastic, that every facility has seemingly been provided for 
its efficient interference. Think you that, world where 
many doors have been invitingly left open for the will 
the creature enter and occupy, the will the Creator 
has been studiously excluded? Can science, which has 
conclusively proved the one, consistently deny the other? 
not rather forced assert that, far God’s will has 
greater innate power and guided profounder 
edge, has proportionately greater facilities for effecting its 
purposes and, the same time, leaving every force and law 
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both the material and mental kingdoms equally undis- 

Before the birth science radical misconception the 
true nature miracles was entertained, and seems still 
very generally prevail, and this has doubtless largely pro- 
voked the attacks made the truthfulness the Bible 
record. Cannot the miracle-workings spoken have been 
wrought acts divine will precisely analogous those 
the human? What necessity there for thinking that 
any force law has been, need be, The axe 
that was made float the water God’s command 
through his prophet was not necessarily made lighter than 
the water any more than hand when raise made 
lighter than the air. The nature the materials remained 
the same, and gravity was still full force, but God’s will 
was under the axe mine under the hand. Precisely how 
got there cannot explain, neither can how mine got 
under the hand. The one more mysterious than the 
other, more deviation from nature’s laws, but both 
volitions are, far can discover, essentially the same. 

There perhaps Bible narrative whose truth has been 
more violently and generally assailed than that the sun’s 
being stayed upon Gibeon and the moon the valley 
Aijalon. has been pronounced scientifically impossible. 
Some authors have attempted explain claiming that 
only quotation from the Book Jasher, mere poet- 
ical extravaganza embellished that warmth imagery 
characteristic Oriental writings. But such defence 
not called for. The Christian believer may confidently chal- 
lenge the scientist show just cause for discrediting the 
statement. Indeed the late Professor Mitchell did not 
hesitate assert that the rotary motion the earth could 
completely arrested few minutes without single 
thing upon being disturbed, and the arrest this one 
motion was all that was required effect the phenomenon. 
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would not have changed the earth’s position the heav- 
ens its relations with its satellite, its sister planets, its 
central sun. the scientist can his own will power put 
out his hand and check the spinning top, what reason 
has for thinking that God’s will cannot check the whirl 
world? any evidence that his will more closely 
linked with matter than God’s? The same eminent authority 
also pointed out that, had chosen, God could have 
lengthened the day simply condensing the atmosphere 
and thus changing its power refraction. Whether 
actually adopted either these methods used better 
with our yet extremely meagre knowledge nature have 
course means determining, but can see even now 
how such end was within the ready reach will 
masterful and wise are warranted believing God’s 
be. 

The miracles replenishing the widow’s cruse oil, 
turning the water wine, feeding the five thousand with the 
five loaves and few fishes, though they involve something 
more than simply the overmastering one force another, 
the incident just cited, and are first more difficult 
apprehension and belief, and lie more exposed the ad- 
verse criticisms scientists, yet, after careful scrutiny, 
will found, after all, remarkably analogous many re- 
spects achievements the human will, and more 
mystery. There necessity for thinking that these 
kindred acts any new matter force was brought into 
existence. The oil and the wine, the miraculously provided 
cakes and fishes, differed respect their elemental 
atoms, the combinations these atoms, from products 
which nature, assisted and guided man, had for centuries 
before been manufacturing. There was call for 
new matter, was already hand vast abundance. 
Christians need not claim this. Indeed, neither need they 
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claim that, when, recorded, the beginning God 
created the heavens and the earth, brought forth some- 
thing out nothing, too many unthinkingly believe. 
Scientists may well pronounce such notion absurd. 
achievement like that would transcend even divine power, for 
cannot come out nothing. nowhere revealed that 
there ever was time when matter did not exist. The be- 
ginning spoken Genesis need have reference only the 
present order things, the present processes evolution 
through which the burning and non-burning balls matter 
have been made people space. this history 
may reach back over what are inconceivable periods, 
yet there unquestignably was time when not single sun 
satellite anywhere existed, when matter must have been 
some other radically different form. Further than this 
need not was not originally part God, and 
not now considered emanation from him, must 
our thought take rank equally self-existent and 
eternal entity. The fact is, the more prolonged and profound 
our study into its nature, the more impenetrable appears the 
mystery that shrouds it, for first can little realize that 
the substance see and taste and handle revealed 
simply the effect produced upon our sense-nerves forces 
that lie hidden behind it, that we, when further advanced 
our reflections, are led query whether, after all, not 
the presence that revealed our consciousness 
rather than that matter the medium force, and 
whether not the existence simply force have 
any certain knowledge. 

have said, need not infer that these miracle- 
workings any new substance was brought into being, but 
only new methods adopted, hitherto unused forces liber- 
ated, greater direct power employed sovereign will 
carrying out its decrees. The human will had before 
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this accomplished the same ends other ways, for how else 
can explain the presence the oil which the prophet 
found the widow’s cruse, the wine already drunk the 
wedding feast, the bread and fish the baskets 
Christ’s disciples before miraculously multiplied them 
But the human will had been compelled resort te- 
dious and, for the most part, indirect methods accomplish 
what the divine will wrought without delay, and apparently 
direct impressment. say for quite 
possible that the methods employed were still indirect, 
though not accompanied with any noticeable delay. 
ourselves are continually shortening the processes employ 
carrying out our purposes. more perfect knowledge 
nature’s laws become more complete masters her 
forces. What giant strides have already made this di- 
rection, especially during this nineteenth century! dif- 
ficult for realize the nature and extent our recent 
victories over matter. With what blank amazement would 
Washington and his companions filled were they now, 
without knowing what had taken place, return the 
country they fought save! For since Washington closed 
his eyes earth, there have come the steamship, the loco- 
motive, the telegraph, the telephone, the phonograph, and 
thousands shortening processes. his day, yes and 
forty years later, cross the American continent was task 
many weary months. Now make the trip less than 
The news Waterloo was three days reaching 
England, but the tidings the last bombardment Alex- 
andria, though half-way round the globe, took only many 
minutes. The thunder the first gun had hardly died away 
along the banks the Nile before the air was throbbing with 
its echo the banks the Thames. also have late, 
through our telephones, succeeded holding easy converse 
with each other, though separated leagues distance, 
actually distinguishing the peculiar intonations 
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each other’s voices. what time these discoveries new 
forces and how unfetter them shall reach their limit, who 
would bold enough and yet not until science 
has won its final triumph over nature should devotees sci- 
ence unwilling concede that clearly possible that 
Bible miracles were the work nature’s forces simply 
guided will thoroughly conversant with laws, 
which were within the reach the directive power the will 
man illumined the insight God. But even 
these miracles were performed direct will power, still 
can point constantly recurring instances which precisely 
analogous effects are produced both the vegetable and 
animal kingdoms, well the higher realm the hu- 
man will. Scientific treatises call our attention not only 
inorganic, but also organic, chemistry, and assure 
that the vital forces, working through complex animal and 
vegetable organisms, effect combinations elements which 
outside their laboratories the laboratories man are 
never produced, and are marked extreme instability, read- 
ily decomposing under the influence heat fermen- 
tation, soon their influence withdrawn. Those 
mysterious forces lodged inside the walls seeds prove 
themselves the masters other forces equally mysterious 
lodged inside the walls atoms. Carbon, hydrogen, oxy- 
gen, and nitrogen never would have congregated into such 
chemical groups, arranged themselves such 
lines symmetry, climbed such dizzy heights, 
directly against the steady pull gravity, were they not 
working under compulsion; and soon they escape from 
the thrall their task-masters, their old individuality comes 
back them, their old modes combining, their old circles 
association return, and the unstable organic compounds 
are torn down into the more stable, original, inorganic ones. 
Here witness one great class nature’s forces—the 
atomic—lorded over for time another 
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class. are daily witnesses these facts, never 
think questioning them. 

Further than that, see the products vegetative-vital 
forces taken possession animal-vital, and grouped into 
still more strange and higher compounds, and the chemic 
compelled play part still more foreign their first 
estate. know that this, too, case compulsion, 
for the very moment vitality ceases, disintegration begins. 
These nitrogenous combinations are the very embodiment 
instability. 

are daily witnesses more startling wonders still. 
They form part our personal experiences. find that 
can sheer will power compel even these higher forces 
animal vitality, and through them the lower, our 
bidding. The late Dr. Carpenter, the foremost physiolo- 
gist his day, called especial attention this fact, assert- 
ing that thus can greatly add the acuteness any 
our bodily senses, can actually compel the nourishing blood 
flow any part the system and infuse new vigor. The 
experiences artisans and artists, astronomers and micros- 
copists, experts and specialists every class work, deaf- 
mutes and the blind, abundantly confirm this. There are 
few who have not found actual experience that 
calling certain thoughts can turn the cheek pale 
crimson with blushes, flood the eyes with tears make 
them merrily twinkle flash with angry fire, cause the 
heart violently throb intermit its beats, throw the 
blood the brain, make the knees quake, the skin perspire, 
the whole body tremble, with intensity emotion. The 
control which persons cultivated histrionic powers have 
over the body make the vehicle thought can ap- 
preciated only those who have witnessed the masters 
they have entranced their audiences, and who have them- 
selves been thrilled and spirit-bound under the spell their 
enchantments. 
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the vegetative forces can thus dominate over the atomic, 
the animal over the vegetative, and the will man over all, 
what valid objection can science urge the 
creed that God’s will can direct impressment effect com- 
binations the elements which Nature’s forces indirectly 
and uncompelled bring about slower processes according 
the terms their divine commission? Why may not 
God’s will have immediate and complete sovereignty 
over the earth the universe, over these complicate 
bodies ours, which our spirits permeate through and 
through their informing And why may not 
his sovereignty inconceivably more immediate and com- 
plete, and still retain its relationships its marked analogy 
the characteristics force which science has herself re- 
Why may not the divine will not only make bread, 
wine, and fish directly out the surrounding elements, but 
heal lepers, restore the blind, even raise the dead, and 
still more violence nature’s systems law than 
the human will doing every day? There are multitudes 
well-authenticated instances which persons have sim- 
ple determination checked for considerable periods the in- 
roads disease and even permanently broken its power. 
startling have been the effects the will and the 
imagination over these susceptible bodies, there have arisen 
schools theorists which advocate that what have hitherto 
been pronounced incurable diseases may made yield 
the modern mind-cure treatment. They have doubtless 
overrated the will’s curative energy, but they certainly have 
made mistake, except the extent which such cure 
can carried. Sudden fright, worriment financial diffi- 
culties, brooding over loss friends, remorse, chagrin, dis- 
couragement, loneliness, and longing,—all have their de- 
pressing effect the body, and not checked time will 
lead serious illness, not positive brain-lesion. Glad 
surprise, large and unlooked-for success, the return long 
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absent loved ones, their rescue from danger illness, appre- 
ciative sympathetic recognition merit, fruition long- 
deferred hopes, the stir patriotic religious fervor,—all 
have their medicinal influence, their exhilarating, uplifting 
power. Thoughts sudden and startling have often brought 
sickness banished it, brought death even the midst 
healthful life, lengthened life’s lease for those apparently 
passing within the shadow. impalpable thought clothed 
with such recuperative and destructive power, and between 
the Creator and his creatures there are open avenues 
communication there evidently must be,—avenues more 
open and numerous than between man and man,—what 
valid objection can urged the belief that God, with his 
infinitude knowledge the structure the human frame 
and the laws regulating its processes, and with his intimate 
and accurate acquaintance with its ever-varying environment, 
can turning the currents thought means timely 
suggestions, firing the fancy, rousing the conscience, 
raising the hope, occasioning and confirming the purpose, 
and, the even more mighty magnetism such positive 
and such sympathetic personality his must be, summon 
health sickness, life death, when and where chooses? 

Thus the Christian’s creed that God can answer prayer 
desires, that there are multitudinous ways which 
may indirectly directly carry out the mandates his will 
without destroying any force abrogating any law, finds 
the discoveries modern science most abundant con- 
firmatory and illustrative facts. only the ill found- 
theories and misinterpretations some the devotees 
science that its claims have been will 
some day summon science the bar the world’s judg- 
ment her strongest witness and most helpful ally. 
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ARTICLE 


CARDINAL NEWMAN: TRIBUTE FROM THE 
ANGLICAN STANDPOINT. 


THE REV. HENRY HAYMAN, D., ALDINGHAM, ULVERSTON, ENGLAND, 


THE death Cardinal Newman removes one who was 
once self-devoted and venerated leader school 
Anglican opinion which has, the whole, increased 
weight and force since crossed the brink and left its 
mid-struggle. His great work relaying foundations part, 
and digging down them and verifying their solidity 
whole, has been crowned, capped, and developed 
later hands. course that work, the work many, 
even while lighted and led the way, had co-operative 
master-minds. Nor does the originative impulse belong 
him. Alexander Knox, the end the last cen- 
tury, left record the opinion, that the clause the creed, 
believe the Holy Catholic Church,” was his time 
otiose, and that whoever sought impart vitality it, 
would stir such controversy that church had seldom 
seen. Newman himself ascribed that impulse Cam- 
bridge divine, the late Rev. Hugh James Rose, some time 
principal King’s College, London, when hearts 
were failing, bade ‘stir the gift that was us,’ and be- 
take ourselves our true Between the periods 
Knox and Rose, the influence small but zealous band 
English churchmen, whom the central figure was 
again layman, Joshua Watson, first treasurer 
National Society for educating poor children church prin- 
ciples, made itself widely felt; and the feeling that the church 
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must organized society, having its own office-bearers 
and rules communion, began leaven 
the establishment law. The consolidation Act 
Parliament several Irish sees under fewer bishops 
gave further shock that inertia, beginning now stir 
with life; and voice was given this feeling indigna- 
tion sermon preached John Keble, author The 
Christian the assize the Oxford Circuit 
1833. subject was National 
This brought Newman the front the movement. He, 
for the Times,” published irregular intervals the 
ninetieth number, which appeared 1841. had also 
meanwhile assisted the which the edi- 
tor was the Rev. Palmer, Worcester College, Oxford; 
and from July 1838 July 1841 himself edited the 
British Critic. 1835 Dr. Pusey joined the Tractarian 
writers, contributing treatise 1836 was 
published Newman’s own work Prophetical Office 
the Church,” and 1837 his 
1838 the then Bishop Oxford, Dr. Bagot, his charge, 
made some reflections the Tract series, which led New- 
man offer stop and suppress them far could. 
The bishop, however, replied that such decided course was 
unnecessary. had accepted Newman’s offer, the 
famous No. would never have been published, and the 
ensuing shock, the form which took, have been ante- 
verted, although probable that the same views and 
argument would have found their way light under some 
other title. Yet still, that might have caused isolated 
explosion, instead being, was, one which fired back- 
ward the whole series the previous issues, and, con- 
vulsion which shook the entire ecclesiastical atmosphere, 
caused both surprise and, its consequences, indignation 
VOL. XLVIII. NO. 189. 
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marshal the buttery-hatch college, after the man- 
ner discommoned pastry-cooks [i. e., those interdicted 
from dealing with members the 
every part the country and every class society, through 
every organ and opportunity opinion, newspapers, 
periodicals, meetings, pulpits, etc., etc., was de- 
nounced traitor, who had laid his train and was detected 
the very act firing it, against the time-honored Estab- 
What had done open these batteries 
hostile criticism and 

had striven show that the Romish excrescences 
primitive doctrine and practice were alone the objective” 
the protests the Thirty-nine Articles; and that, these 
excrescences set aside, there remained that primitive doctrine 
and practice, tenable consistently, with subscription those 
articles. this, taken general principle, there 
nothing that need have been received with the shock sur- 
prise and scream panic which reverberated everywhere 
around. was, fact, reiteration different form 
the famous challenge Bishop Jewel the sixteenth cen- 
tury, that any proof were given, that any general council 
any considerable divine had, down the fifth century, 
advocated the doctrines and practices then debate be- 
tween England and Rome, he, Jewel, would once come 
over the Romish side. The line might not have been 
drawn identically Jewel and Newman, where primitive 
standards ended and Romish ones began; but, mere 
test-principle, there was nothing novel the promulgation 
it. also probable that Newman overstrained his 
argument its contact with some particular points; and, 
being gifted with much discriminative subtlety, saw shades 
difference which were missed more wholesale thinkers, 
whom only the opposite glare strongly contrasted 
colors was felt. aroused most sensitiveness was its 
application rather than its enunciation. Those Articles had 
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long been held line with all 
their points directed Rome-wards, that any attempt show 
that their reai direction was other than popularly conceived, 
was looked upon treacherous weakening the whole 
line defence against the common enemy. But there was 
the school thought which was now leader 
double element; one derived from old English antecedents, 
the other, from the revived study patristic sources. The 
two were not inconsistent, and probably not few indi- 
viduals combined they were distinct. 
Joshua Watson, Rose, and others were examples the 
combination—the laymen perhaps more remarkably than 
the clerics. The men old English theory held church 
and king vital principle imbedded system which 
university and public school supplied the mill, and parson 
and squire the ultimate units grist. Within the limits 
which this system marked for them, they wished for the spir- 
itual revival find scope and flourish. They had been 
bred all their lives the notion that Catholic truth lay for 
them the Anglican channel, surely the marrow lay 
the bone. They rejoiced the new development which 
wiped off the reproach and dry,” and looked for 
renewed blessing the system which they honored most 
all earthly institutions. Ultramontanism, Genevism, 
Dutch Calvinism, were alike abhorrent them. They 
their fathers had had some scant sympathy with Gallicanism, 
but Gallicanism was now dead. this old English wing, 
all remained faithful their traditions. They were repre- 
sented and led Pusey and Keble, and not one them 
joined Rome. The other wing was composed men 
whom the above were either wanting were 
wholly secondary. They had clung for whiie the shal- 
low school individual piety, without much definite 
theology, consciousness church authority anywhere, 
known the them the revived ideas 
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the fourth and fifth centuries came revelation. They 
absorbed and assimilated them with the ardor neophytes, 
and found them vitae—an inspiration enthu- 
siasm which they followed without any system hereditary 
influence restrain, any care whither might lead them. 
was this wing that Newman was the special leader, and 
from proceeded, roughly speaking, the swarm who quitted 
the old hive, some before, but naturally more after, his 
secession. The attempt, nay the effort, which they ral- 
lied, was try how much principles will the 
Articles bear. men, most the then heads 
colleges and nearly all the bishops, viewed those Articles 
the ultimate standard, seemed offensive innovation 
told that there lay behind them standard still ulterior, 
viz. the catholicity the yet undivided church. course 
theory they acknowledged this; but then for them the 
test had been applied once for all the sixteenth century, 
the results for them were final, and the reopening ques- 
tions decided seemed them, not tantamount 
treachery and ecclesiastical suicide combined, yet hang 
out index-figure pointing unstable minds those direc- 
tions. Thus reposing the unexamined popular assump- 
tion, that the d’étre the Articles was Anti-Rome, 
and finding those Articles themselves put into the crucible, 
with patristic tests applied with which they were little fa- 
miliar and had mostly but second-hand acquaintance, they 
felt naturally surprise, alarm, indignation, and insecurity; and 
the vials those wrathful elements now broke Newman’s 
head. 

the above mentioned, Newman himself 
speaks being “rapidly formed contemporaneously 
with that very summer [1839] when received serious 
blow ecclesiastical men cut into the 
original Movement angle, fell across its line thought, 
and then set about turning that line its own direction.” 
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adds, they clearly kept order; and 
who had had much with the making them, 
that duty was clearly incumbent; and was just the 
person, above all others, who could not undertake The 
reason for this lay his own growing uncertainties and fears: 
was great perplexity, and hardly knew where stood; 
took their part; and, when wanted peace and si- 
lence, had speak out, and incurred the charge weak- 


ness from some men, and mysteriousness, shuffling, and 


underhand dealing from the 

regards the Thirty-nine Articles, would weary the 
reader unprofitably discuss Newman’s contention de- 
tail. was probably partly true and partly erroneous. 
advanced the idea that the supremacy the Pope was the 
thing against which the Articles were designed, whereas they 
declare that Church Rome hath erred mat- 
ters and therefore must taken guarding 
against such errors; and they further apply some such er- 
rors the terms, ‘‘a fond thing vainly invented,” blasphe- 
mous fables and dangerous the other hand, 
they recognize the the Books Homilies” 
and which books uphold the 
primitive church (apparently implying the church down 
the seventh century) specially followed, also the 
Four General Councils, and two others since, 
and received all besides appealing the author- 
ity the “Ancient Catholic Fathers Thus, 
laying down ulterior standard Catholic and primi- 
tive truth, and upholding many particular doctrines which 
popular Protestantism condemned opposed, Newman was 
borne out the standards which the articles themselves 
appealed through the Books 

But such views were the Anglican bishops 1841 be- 

Apologia (ed. 1890), pp. 163, 164. 165. 
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low the horizon. says 
ourselves change our habits moment,” and 
when man has following certain habit mind won 
his way mitre, through the favor (in England) some 
politician, master party majority the moment, any 
one may easily calculate the chances his modifying the 
views which such public preference has ratified. Newman 
avows was making how much the English Church 
like proving Tract No. was the proof-charge, 
and the bishops exploded. After some months hollow 
truce, Newman having undertaken stop further issue 
the Tracts, but not suppress those issued, and the 
being, says, that silence and non- 
condemnation the bishops, the latter began charging 
against them and him, and “went this way, directing 
their charges for three whole years. recognized 
condemnation; was the only one that was their 
power. first, intended protest; but gave the 
thought About the same time occurred the 
Anglo-Prussian establishment the Jerusalem bishopric, 
concocted between the Chevalier Bunsen and the then Arch- 
bishop Canterbury. Newman regarded the step im- 
plying fraternization with the Oriental heretical communi- 
ties. From these events 1841 dates the death-bed 
his Anglicanism, although first contemplated lay- 
communion within its fold. 1843 resigned his post 
Vicar St. Mary’s, Oxford, after preaching four parting 
sermons there, which described the English Church 
the position having still sort place 
the Revealed Dispensation,” and still, like the Kingdom 
this view himself says, very novelty 


made suspicious.” short, satisfied nobody for long, 


Apologia, pp. 139-140. 
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not even its author, while directly offended old friends and 
was merely the halting-place his last 
stage. 

That stage did not take him long travel. Having re- 
tired Littlemore and drawn few kindred spirits about 
him for their mutual edification, found himself beset 
sort spiritual espionage. cannot walk into out 
house, but curious eyes are upon me. One day 
when entered house, found flight under-gradu- 
ates inside. Heads Houses, mounted patrols, walked 
their horses round those poor cottages. Doctors Divinity 
dived into the hidden recesses that private tenement, un- 
invited, and drew domestic conclusions from what they saw 

seems have felt natural irritation the time, but 
the discipline eventually mellowed and softened him. 
withdrew 1845, and the Church England felt wrench 
through all the tissues her body. had been looking 
for the church the fifth century. filled his imagination. 
recognized Rome certain superficial points, and 
rounded off the rest imaginative integration. shot 
from his sphere, and now the star his life has gently set. 
What Anglicans feel is, Why should mourn for 
Rather, our period mourning over. had lasted long, and 
the snapping the last frail link earthly life has now re- 
united him more intense and inseparable bond. 
Death has not built up, but removed the partition. who 
thus given back those who loved and honored him, 
sheds spiritual influence wider sphere than could 
commanded the retreat the Oratory 
Birmingham. work whole cannot duly estima- 
ted, even the standards time, until longer period has 
with all great men who were greatest the 

Apologia, pp. 152-157. 
172. 
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region thought, its probate deferred. But his character 
and personality are heritage immediate value. That 
which takes the sting from controversy; that 
innate nobleness which touches with something its own 
lustre all who approach it, because has first quenched 
every spark self-seeking; the severe logic, ascetically dry, 
four-square and analytical; the rich imagination which deals, 
contrariwise, largely integrated and highly rounded 
forms; the heart love which ever gives its best and 
grudges not, which robs austerity the hard mechanism 
intellect, and oils every valve human intercourse,—all these 
were met him, and live not memory only, mere 
picture the dead wall the past, but living study 
eye undimmed—of that single-eyed faith which sees 
all things from undisturbed focus, and finds its standards 
judgment the pure ideals holiness. 

But have around that chorus Babel, the sectaries 
all denominations, striking for once the unwonted note 
concord and harmony, tribute something the man 
which has penetrated them. What can that be, for his 
saintliness was not the type familiar them? 
probably the unalloyed genuineness the man which com- 
pels their homage. The inward and outward wholeness 
sincerity, which formed the grain his character, pillars 
itself aloft over their heads, like monolith crystal, and 
has self-luminous power which draws all their 
homage that their differences are for moment hushed. 
great spirit passing its way, laying down the shell 
mortality, and paying that tribute the perishable which 
all, both small and great, must pay, strikes deep chord 
human sympathy. But this common statesmen, war- 
riors, and world-ruling magnates, Wolsey and Richelieu. 
But then there comes the spiritual power which fascinates 
even the least saintly, whose lives were the farthest removed 
from its ruling principle. Let men waste themselves they 
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will thousand trifles, there that consistent sac- 
rifice all earthly ends one primary, and that the highest 
known, which shows contrast diamond amidst paste 
imitations. Each bubble-chaser holds his breath and bows 
the head with awe the glimpse great truth lived 
through the end, and emphasized death. Worldly dis- 
cords are hushed throb genuine feeling which unifies 
for moment the thoughtful part humanity with the 
thoughtless, the seal completeness set great ex- 
ample self-devotion. 

His powers controversy were displayed his 
his answers various assailants, and his theory 
term which made fashionable, before 
the labors Darwin had stamped physical connotation 
preferentially upon it. His mind reposed, however, too ab- 
solutely his view truth, care much for the negation 
the views others. Thus controversy, such, was dis- 
tasteful him, and only descends into the arena when 
provoked. would playfully sail off, when beset some 
master its pompous method, into neutral discussion 
hops, steamboats, the Colorado beetle, electric belts. 
Once, the story goes, pundit argument broached the 
Origin Evil, the Bhuddistic Oxford din- 
ner table; when Newman, taking his text from dish 
grapes before him, diverted the argument into hot-houses, 
their divers methods and various merits. And, ascetic 
his tendencies undeniably were, was one time the stew- 
ard the Common his College, and gave great 
satisfaction his choice wines. theologian, again, 
had covered certain centuries with deep fruitful 
study, but others let alone. issued from him 
had the depth and fulness his own convictions. Having 
sought and fought his own way the enthronement his 
own ideal, was content. plot out the ground 
theory, and map each square the argument, like chess- 
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board, the professed theologians his later church are 
wont do, was repugnant his nature. way rather 
was throw out dominant relief some central truth, and 
then let all others sink into due proportion, merely the 
satellite slopes its primary mass. 

Some have applied him the term and his 
keen realization things unseen there abundant evidence. 
But loved contemplate them seen through familiar 
and secular objects. These last seemed clothe them 
transparent veil, having indeed its own reality, however tran- 
sitory, and most impressive when thus studied, were 
parable the deeper realities underlying it. Thus was 
never visionary unpractical, never averse discuss the 
daily round and common tasks humanity, never stumbling 
over pebble because his head was the clouds. 
did his love retirement ever sink into the moroseness 
the recluse. had relishing love for human society, and 
knew the rare flavor true friendship. those whom 
found congenial was archly simple and humorously 
natural. was stern only self-disciplinarian, but 
would always relax favor the claims human weak- 
ness others. the alternative university so- 
cial life without study, study without social life, I,” 
said, unhesitatingly declare for the former, not 
the latter.” word, looked the formation 
character greater thing than the storing the 
mind the exhibition theory how live. Study 
and theory had their place, but that place was secondary. 
Thus declaimed with vigor against students who are 
only possessed their knowledge, not possessed and 
who enlarged the memory the expense faculties 
which are indisputably higher.”’ 

And with the mass things thinka- 
ble,—so with the formal. The discipline technical logic 
had not mastered him, because had mastered it. 
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treats all his topics, loved say, his 
The argument seems rise with the natural swell wave, 
which culminates and breaks, carrying away objections be- 
fore its own weight. never dribbled out syllo- 
gisms. felt that the concrete human being that rea- 
sons, and that its conclusious are often right, where its 
premises processes are wrong: objected 
that this illogical exercise reason, answer, that, 
since actually brings them right conclusion, and was 
intended bring them it, logic finds fault with it, 


much the worse for Again, himself says: 
had great dislike for paper logic. For myself was not 
logic that carried on. the concrete being that 


reasons; pass number years and find life new 
place; how? the whole man moves; paper logic but the 
record it. All the logic the world would not have 
made move faster towards did. Great 
acts take time. least this was what felt own 
case; and therefore come with methods logic 
trouble still than these logical mazes, was the introduction 
logic into every subject whatever, far, that is, this was 
done. Before was Oriel, recollect acquaintance 
saying that ‘the Oriel Common Room stank 
cared nothing for the formal process, but every- 
thing for the concrete result. 

The fascination therefore John Henry Newman lay 
what was; more the open book his own life than 
the volumes which wrote and the deep things which 
taught. From any stirring share human affairs had 
long ceased; but there remained, after all that did was 
done, that which was—indelible; powerful his quiet 
life-haven the Oratory, had been when was the 
foremost figure theological strife—nay, sweeping wider 
radius influence now, than could then; for then 
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was circumstances limited the few who knew and loved 
the man; but now circles round the world wherever moral 
forces are acknowledged, were tide wave emo- 
tion. became popular because had always lived 
above popularity—not that disdained it, for his moral 
mould was too large for the littleness disdain, but took 
homage, not himself but the truth for which 
lived. Lord Bacon’s adage, that the multitude pay homage 
readily the commonplace virtues, while the highest all 
obtain the rarest recognition, was his case reversed. Few 
men our any day have lived their principles thor- 
oughly, but beyond this had the threefold power which 
perceived those principles intuition, impressed them 
ratiocination, and stamped them upon others his charac- 
ter. His own record his struggles shows that his charm- 
ing harmony various tones was not reached once, and 
the “kindly whose leading invoked, came gradually 
his path. Even those who had least sympathy with the 
deeper essence his nature were struck the mental and 
moral symmetry which marked its workings, the masterful 
yet graceful strength his controversial attitude, the direct- 
ness point, yet needle-delicacy touch, the force 
matter and courtesy manner—in short the thorough-bred 
style which expressed the man and made impossible 
him execute clumsy movement give unfair blow. 
But refined natures only would appreciate that chivalry 
strength, most forcible when sympathizing with weakness, 
and that shrinking from all that soils the surface, where all 
within was sensitively pure, which mark the gentleman 
nature. some secondary points, especially the fine 
interplay qualities, the genuine timbre all 
the lighter notes every chord, often reminds 
Charles Lamb. life has reserved nothing its self- 
sacrifice, there less need and less consciousness reserve 
human intercourse. Hence the perfect affability New- 
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man, the readiness with which replied to, and the gra- 
ciousness with which acknowledged, 
approaches his juniors. The large heart seemed always 
open; and who had outlived all his contemporaries found 
still around him, and crowd disci- 
ples who knew him second third hand only, and yet 
felt distinct fascination his reality, though some 
electric band united them with those who had sat his feet 
Oxford forty years ago. The following example his 
accessibility among many which can personally guar- 
anteed. One these disciples the after-growth, shortly 
after Newman’s elevation the cardinalate, wrote, enclosing 
copy theological serial containing article against 
infidelity, founded part passage one the Plain 
Sermons” century previous, with due acknowledg- 
ment the source; but, finding the publication was dis- 
figured advertisement, illustrated rather broad 
style and founded the passage one the Ingoldsby 
Legends, where— 
nice cake soap, 
Worthy washing the hands the 

presented for Cardinal” perform his ablutions, 
the writer tore out for the waste-basket. Cardinal New- 
man replied with mingled suavity and gravity—apprecia- 
tively, regards the article; but adding the remark, that 
“failed perceive the relevancy the illustration accom- 
panying it, which therefore which, 
his horror, the correspondent recognized the offending 
representation cardinal, course exaggerated hat 
and tassels, receiving the soap the hands page. 
What had intended exactly exclude had fact in- 
cluded and placed inadvertent haste, closing for post, 
the same envelope with his own letter. course 
wrote modest apology explaining the oversight, which 
drew again gracious reply. 
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But although thus flowing with the milk human kind- 
ness, there was period when could occasion 
savage. the soreness heart which beset his last days 
Anglicanism, seems have greeted with growl any 
either side, old friends new, who offered approach 
too near. But this very soreness was but the anguish 
the then impending wrench from the comradeship earlier 
years. 

Had not been for this vein tender feeling, allied 
closely tender scrupulosity conscience, and for the 
shock which foresaw among the ranks where had been 
loved and trusted leader, the change which was consum- 
mated 1845 would have passed upon him some years 
sooner. The ties attachment, and veneration for old 
friends, old attitudes devotion, old habits life and 
thought, were him interwoven with the flexors the 
will, degree fineness resembling the subtle deli- 
cacy nerve-web and muscular tissue the human frame. 
The subject solemn and one. shall speak 
for 

difficulty was this: had been deceived greatly how could 
sure that was not deceived second time? thought myself right then; 
how was certain that was right now? How many years had 
thought myself sure what now rejected? How could ever again have 
confidence What certain test had that should not 
change again after had become 

How closely this state mind illustrates that described 
Shakespeare the often-quoted lines,— 

Between the acting dreadful thing 
And the first motion, all the interim 
Like phantasma hideous dream 
The genius and the mortal instruments 
Are then council; and the state man, 


Like little kingdom, suffers then 
The nature insurrection.’’ 


Apologia, 228. Julius Caesar, ii. 
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But continues 


far know myself, one great distress the perplexity, unsettle- 
ment, alarm, scepticism, which causing toso many; and the loss kind 
feeling and good opinion the part many, known and unknown, who 
have wished well 

irreparable, not only from age, when people hate changing, but from 
special love old associations and the pleasures memory. Nor con- 
scious any feeling, enthusiastic heroic, pleasure the sacrifice; 

(it personal, not whether another, but can saved the English 
Church 

oscillated. But every oscillation the ripe fruit 
upon the bough brings nearer the movement when drops 
away; and Newman seems have become matured intel- 
lectually for his change before was morally. Had 
been more rigidly man logic and less man feeling, 
Oxford and the Anglican position would have seen the last 
him much earlier the forties. 

the actual change—of the very moment when 
stepped down upon the turn-table last—a deeply inter- 
esting anecdote has lately found its way light; although 
the letter which was its voucher has unluckily perished. 
That letter, one several written similar tenor for 
small circle select friends, was addressed Dr. Pusey 

DEAR this reaches you, all will 
over. Father Dominic, who his way chapter 
Belgium, will here this evening, and will, hope, receive 
into what believe the Church St. Athanasius.” 

The last phrase not absolutely guaranteed. 
Church St. Athanasius, something that was 
the expression used the narrator whom Dr. Pusey 
passed the letter, inscribed pencil his own hands 
This narrator added, Pusey was badly hurt, that 

Apologia, 228. pp. 229, 231. 
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had wish see the letter again, sent me, 
telling that might keep kept till his death; 
but had for while previous mislaid, and could not pro- 
duce the friend whom told the facts above, 
with the slight uncertainty the final phrase. Among 
his papers, was, however, identified after his death, and 
most undiscerningly This precipitate act deprives 
the means verification, and prevents the receiver 
the statement, which published Bull” (Lon- 
don) September 1890, from speaking with autoptic 
authority. The destroyer, however, recognized not only 
the character and contents, but the fact some added 
memorandum another hand. 

The key-stone Cardinal Newman’s mental system 
truth. Ever since his mind threw off traditional trammels, 
and settled its natural bent, this the note 
vails—the dominant its gamut. His early Continental 
tour 1832—when board the orange-boat, becalmed and 
befogged between Palermo and Marseilles, wrote the 
lines, Lead, kindly the turn which 
sonal intimacies took, John Keble and Hurrell Froude, 
and conversely his dropping away from others, who then 
shortly after became leaders, are many symp- 
toms his mental proclivity. His standard authority for 
the objective truth thus recognized, was first Anglican and 
then papal, but the idea itself clung with fundamen- 
tal tenacity from about 1831 throughout life. spirit- 
life external the mind have cogency impressiveness 
which for him was paramount. The law which reigns 
those facts includes its province dominion the mind 
itself, and sways the conscience through the co-related idea 
the moral duty holding fast truth. How, indeed, 
can man feel that comes into play, the suffer- 
ing hardship, loss, pain may escaped abandon- 
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ing the profession mere subjective tenet; how dis- 
tinguish from the various spectés which form its sur- 
roundings?! Thus, with Newman, the objectivity truth, 
however might take color from the receiving mind, yet 
moulded that mind the pressure its form; and this 
will, think, found the kernel and germ his 
Assent,” the most exact thought-product his mind. 
his earlier period this objectivity, think, extended itself 
the region politics; e., seems have held that 
there were certain relations existing right, because 
objectively true, between the citizen and the body politic. 
His comments the expulsion Charles France, his 
dislike O’Connell, and his detestation the French tricolor 
are examples. Writing 1853, seems rather view 
constitutional relations the outward expression certain 
deeply implanted racial germs, which expand through max- 
ims and public sentiments into institutions, which may 
may not harmonize with objective truth. speaks this 
follows:— 

individuals have characters their own, have races. Most men 
have their strong and their weak points, and points neither good nor bad, 
but idiosyncratic. And races. Moreover, growing out 
these varieties and idiosyncracies, and corresponding them, will found 
certain assemblage beliefs, convictions, rules, usages, traditions, proverbs, 
and principles; some political, some social, some moral; and these tending 
some definite form government and modus vivendi, polity, their 
natural scope. This then the Constitution state and 
securing, does, the national unity once strengthening and control- 
ling its governing power. something more than law; the embodi- 
ment special ideas, ideas perhaps which have been held race for ages, 
which are immemorial usage, which have fixed themselves its innermost 
heart, which are its eyes sacred it, and have practically the force 
eternal truths, whether they such not. They are the expres- 


sions some other sentiment—of loyalty, order, duty, honor, 
faith, justice, glory. They are the creative and conservative influ- 


one, say, will die for his own calculations; dies for 
Newman’s essay Secular Knowledge Principle Action,’’ written 
1841. 
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society; they erect nations into states and invest states with consti- 

The few words which have italicised, show that the 
writer means considered constitution, however true, 
development, some innate germ, necessarily 


expression objective truth; and suppose would have 
considered this tending limit its authority. 

was but fair take glance his political utterances, 
however secondary their interest, exhibiting the man. 
which Newman was intense Englishman. 
kaew his countrymen their and their 
few professed divines have cared know them. has, 
fact, hit off some characteristic traits with that fine point 
and that mordant acid which contributed his etching style. 


= 


Rough, surly, bully and bigot, these are his weak points; but ever 
there was generous, good, tender heart, beats within his breast. Most 
placable, torgives and forgets; forgets not only the wrongs has re- 
ceived, but the insults has inflicted. Such commonly; for doubtless 
there are times and circumstances his dealings with foreigners, which, 
whether from despair from pride, becomes truculent and simply hateful. 
has qualities excellent for the purposes neighborhood and inter- 
course. has within him spring energy, pertinacity, and perse- 
verance, which makes him busy and effective colony companionable 
home. Some races not move all; others are ever jostling against 
each other; the Englishman ever stirring, yet never treads too hard upon 
his fellow-countryman’s toes Some races are like children, and require 
despot nurse and feed and dress them, and take them out for airings. 
Others, more manly, prefer rid the trouble their affairs, and use 
their ruler their mere manager and man business. Now Englishman 
likes take his own matters into his own stands his own 
ground and does much work half men certain other races. 
can join, too, with others, and has turn for organizing, but insists 
its being voluntary. jealous one except kings and governments, 
and offensive one, except their partisans and 
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Then, after glance the British Indian Empire, 


Who’s Blame?—States and Constitutions. Reprinted 
Catholic Standpoint Catholicus [Newman]. 
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England surely the paradise little men and the purgatory great ones. 
self-respecting Briton, own private castle with the see the 
world by, and pen and paper scribble off withal some public print and 
set the world right. Public men are only employés; use them think 
and turn them off without 


Admire the delicacy again the following 


the public meeting held thank that earnest and energetic man, Mr. 
Maurice, for the particular complexion one portion his theology, 
speaker congratulated him having, questioning denying eternal pun- 
ishment, given (not more correct but) more genial interpretation the 
declarations Holy 

argument, the force which put forth was probably 
nothing compared with his reserves. Nor does ever 
betray that deadness hand which marks 
maker; but whatever truth grasps, quickens life under 
the pulsation his touch. man, probably, ever passed 
through momentous shock change, especially the 
years the judgment’s maturity, unhinging the allegiance 
half lifetime, with little alteration his own per- 
sonality. that earlier allegiance naturally prefer the 
mental products that earlier period. They seem 
contrast with the later growth, the fruitage the open 
air and sunshine contrast with those hot-house, and 
have more the unforced aroma and native douguet. 
his earlier writings seems steer freely quest truth, 
following course the somewhat stern standards which 
alone recognized. his later, writes though 
thesis were set him and had find the proof. this 
task-work always graceful and acute, but the toil is, 
feel, unworthy the workman. seems, like Samson, 
retain his strength, but indebted other eyes for 
his guidance,—in short grinding the prison-house. 

The Sermons” are perhaps his best work, 
and are still great store-house holy wisdom; 
ably nine-tenths their contents are irrespective the line 
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cleavage which separated him from later and remain 
unaffected it. Here sample from Manifested 
Remembrance, vol. iv. 263, ed. 

the earth, and the great men and rich men, and the chief 
captains and the mighty men,’ who their day magnified themselves, 
ravaged and deformed the church, that could not seen except faith, 
then are found nowise have infringed the continuity its outlines, 
which shine out clear and glorious, and even more delicate and tender for the 
very attempt obliterate them. needs very little study history prove 
how really the case; how little schism and divisions and disorders and 
troubles and fears and persecutions and scatterings and threatenings interfere 
with the glory Christ Mystical, looked upon afterwards, though the 
time they almost hidit. Great Saints, great events, great privileges, like the 
everlasting mountains, grow recede from 

take from the same volume, 218, The Greatness 
and Littleness Human Life,” the 

and above our positive this great truth future life] are 
actually driven belief, attain sort sensible conviction the life 
come, certainty striking home our hearts and piercing them, this 
imperfection what present. very greatness our powers makes 
this life look pitiful; the very pitifulness this life forces our thoughts 
another; and the prospect another gives dignity and value this 
life which promises it; and thus this life once great and little, and 
rightly condemn while exalt its 

For chastened fervor, for unaffected solemnity, clearness 
didactic outline, and pathetic earnestness exhortation, 
one must long way back the annals the Anglican 
find him surpassed. the congregation St. 
Mary’s, Oxford, was specially adapted its higher de- 
gree culture and the academic sympathy between the 
University and the higher grade professional and other 
minds having secular relations with its members. 
these, not few members the University itself, especially 
among the rising juniors, the youth devotional mettle and 
promise, filled places there, and raised the standard ca- 
pacity audience. From the time Charles Simeon, 
Cambridge, and Daniel Wilson, Bishop Calcutta, 
the middle the century, was such era for sermons 
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had hardly been known since the Restoration put back the 
church into that niche from which the Cromwellian period 
had ousted her. The age was one exemplary listeners, 
and the daily press had not yet eclipsed the pulpit. The 
average length English parochial discourses was probably 
greater then than before since. The religious fashion 
the day thus gave Newman exceptional advantages turn 
account his lucid and earnest fervor; and, being once 
man mark and, the breeze controversy blew 
gale, marked man, used those advantages with im- 
pressiveness only strengthened all that was known 
personal character transparently sincere and devoted. Thus, 
although was never great preacher, for lacked that 
electric fascination which holds audience spell woven 
matter and manner, voice, gesture, eye, and nervous 
sympathies, Newman grew into the hearts and minds his 
habitual hearers with power unperceived during the dis- 
course itself, and felt only after its close. tinged the 
pulpit with something the academic lecture-room, and de- 
pended rather the calmer current afterthought than the 
momentary inundation eloquence. 

After recording our preference for the freshness and natur- 
alness the earlier Newman against the later, only 
fair set beside the following verdict writer the 
Tablet (R. C.) the other side 

Anglican writings are clear and cold; when 
became Catholic, was like going into southern 
atmosphere, all glow and sunshine; his nature expanded, 
his eloquence took fire, and the passionate energy which 
had been seeking for object found preaching the 
visible kingdom 

let the question rest—/audabunt will 
probably prefer the earlier later vintage, according his 
own standard taste has been previously formed. But, 
taking the estimate the expressing fact and 
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implying value, what astonishes Anglicans most the 
later career the Newman their earlier memories, that 
little use was made such master-mind those 
whose disposal had placed its fully matured powers. 
had not yet reached his “grand when left 
us. His position the whole since then has been one 
perplexing obscurity all who felt what power they had 
lost him. the Anglican church unhappily true that 
hardly owns its greatest men, does not know what 
with them, feels them rather excrescence its sys- 
tem, and incumbrance the working its machinery, 
diamond had got into grist-mill—in this respect 
how truly national! reflecting (¢este Newman, above) 
that characteristic quality, paradise little men, the 
purgatory great honestly thought that Rome 
knew better, and eminent authorities are not wanting who 
extol her wisdom that respect. The practical apprecia- 
tion evidenced the utilization convert richly en- 
dowed with various gifts, supposed raised higher power 
his conversion, does not tend confirm that opinion. 
Tandem aliquando! was the lips most us, when 
heard that the Cardinal’s hat had dropped upon him: 
they have really found him out last spirit the fore- 
most career this respect suggests noble 
swan, long estranged from its proper element, but finding its 
way thither last, only tn! 

regards his style, Newman was classical because 
was wholly unpedantic. His never the mind that runs 
the ruts familiar phrase traditional mannerism. 
There now and then direct allusion to, seldom quota- 
tion of, the great masters Greece and Rome. 
writings exhale the aroma their influence every pore. 
impossible draw this out without going through, 
were, the process distillation over again. will only 
refer one instance the often unconscious influence ex- 
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ercised the grandest models mental form sympa- 
thetic genius, because not aware that has been no- 
ticed before. The entire attitude his mind the preface 
his Apologia”’ that Socrates the famous 
Plato. exhibit this detail would tedious 
trifling. will just detach specimen flower:— 

this which the strength accuser against ;—not the arti- 
cles impeachment which has framed from writings, and which shall 
easily crumble into dust, but the bias the court. the state the 
atmosphere; the vibration all around which will echo his bold assertion 
dishonesty; that prepossession against which takes for granted, 
that when reasoning convincing, only ingenious, and that when 


statements are unanswerable, there always something put out sight 
hidden sleeve’’ (p. xx). 


those who can recall the parallel complaint Socrates 
against the established prejudices which filled and poisoned 
the popular mind Athens against him, Platonic quotations 
would superfluous, and others unmeaning. 

Questions style often lead such startling compari- 
sons, have the effect, for the moment, caricatures. 
venture compare him, then, with Dean Swift some 
the main intellectual elements which constitute style; more 
especially the balance logical against imaginative en- 
dowments, and the absence rhetorical adulterations. 
Swift, the two more interpenetrate one were, 
two charges one gun-barrel; Newman they are like 
parallel tubes, each detonating separately, but guided 
single sight. Swift has, indeed, whole battery power 
derived from debasement. wit broadside forked 
lightning which once dazzles and blasts. His humor 
Mephistopheles motley. His was the bravado irony, 
the vollied vituperation which scares and scorches, the cor- 
rosive venom misanthropy, the sewage-bath all that 
foulest. All this sulphurous hemisphere was inaccessible 
Newman and shut out the comparison. Again, New- 
man had moral and spiritual elevation, and tenderness 
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feeling utterly inaccessible Swift, and which therefore, 
for the present purpose, cancelled am, were, 
taking two strands out either rope order compare 
the third. his lack feeling which, when not 
either amusing offensive, makes Swift dry reading. New- 
man’s copious and spontaneous flow too kindly ever 
dry. Swift had had the moral and emotional nature 
Newman, then, allowing for the difference their centuries, 
would have written Newman wrote. For 
words proper they are, think, the two greatest 
masters English prose which the two centuries have seen, 
and that mainly virtue the balance qualities above 
referred to. But, Swift, you will never poet,” 
said Dryden his aspiring kinsman. Our Newman, how- 
ever, was poet. will cull from his own 
single blossom throw upon his grave:— 


man, strange composite heaven and earth! 
Majesty dwarfed baseness! fragrant flower 
Running poisonous seed! and seeming worth 
Cloaking corruption! weakness mastering power! 
Who never art near crime and shame, 
when thou hast achieved some deed name.’’ 
Those who remember the noble sonnet Wordsworth 


theme borrowed from old Beda, beginning,— 


that splendid stanza Byron which comes upon 
Don Juan like meteor flashing out swampy slime,— 

Between two worlds life hovers, like star 

night and morn, upon th’ horizon’s verge, 

How little know that which are! 

How less what may 
may hang this Newman’s beside them worthy form 
triptych. 

His tale years all but spans nine decades the nine- 

teenth century, did that John Wesley before him 
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the eighteenth; with whom again, especially his earlier 
career, has not few points common. sought 
trim larger and more lustrous life the waning lamp 
spiritual religion. Each began his work Oxford and led 
band the more finely tempered spirits there. Oxford, 
felix prole virum, claims each alumnus. Each grew 
his respective century its most typical specimen 
among our native theologians; each became centre par- 
tisan strife; and each unwillingly, and, were, spite 
himself. each, the prophetic spirit encountered the 
rooted prejudices those about strong 
reverence for, and study of, the early church, his longing 
strengthen some its most saintly and serviceable usages 
the Anglican system knew it, and his recalling the 
Thirty-nine Articles from their popular Calvinistic interpre- 
tation, mark him laborer the same quarry New- 
man, albeit left the deeper strata unsearched. But Wes- 
mind was essentially prosaic and practical, with 
visionary glimpses. angel’s wing, seraph’s 
fire whereas Newman bodied forth the unseen. lyre 
indeed had few notes, but they are sweet and pure and lofty. 
Faith, hope, and charity, piety and reverence, are the lines 
the staff which they hang. knew his own com- 
pass and never overstrained it. Few since Dante and Mil- 
ton have aspired kindred themes, and fewer still have not 
singed their wings soaring them. 

the new realm into which has passed—finding all 
“true which was done the Angel,” what drew 
and filling his own outlines symbolic mystery? The 
words which are its vehicle are those the Guardian Angel 
the Soul,— 


Homer’s Odyssey, xx. 90. 
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Thou livest world signs and types, 
The presentations most holy truths, 
Living and strong, which now encompass thee. 
disembodied soul, thou hast right 
converse with aught else beside thyself. 
But lest stern solitude should load 
And break thy being, mercy are vouchsafed 
Some lower measures perception, 
Which seem thee though through channels brought, 


Through ear, nerves, palate, which are 
only say, be, it. For St. Augustine 
says the fire purgatorial, will not argue against it, 


redarguo, quia forsitan verum Civit Dei, xxi. 26. 
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ARTICLE VIII. 


CRITICAL NOTES. 


DANA GENESIS AND SCIENCE, 


have not been alone regarding the article Professor Dana, pub- 
lished the Sacra for April, 1885, entitled Creation; or, the 
Biblical Cosmogony the Light Modern Science,’’ one the most 
important contributions this subject that have been made for some time. 
two different occasions Mr. Gladstone sent special communications 
leading English magazine for the purpose calling attention Professor 
Dana’s ideas presented that article. are glad, therefore, see that 
its value receiving increased recognition, and that now fair way 
get wider circulation than our own pages have has recently 
been translated into Japanese, and, with bibliography the subject, now 
accessible all the students that inquiring people. Professor Dana has 
also recently presented the subject more popular form lecture, and that 
has been issued small volume seventy pages. But the views, 
states note, are the same those the article referred to, only 
somewhat more expanded, and some collateral points are introduced. For 
the benefit those who have the original article, will give brief 
sumé these points. 

Professor Dana believes that the prevalence monotheism must due 
the influence special revelation God, since the tendency the 
human reason, under the influence the various causes fear, dread, 
awe, the world,’’ will naturally toward polytheism. The tendency 
the Jews degenerate, and abandon their monotheism, proof this 
proposition. The monotheistic idea must divinely nurtured well 
divinely implanted, will not continue prevail. have, therefore, 
the monotheistic character the biblical cosmogony, indication its 
inspired origin. this respect unique among the cosmogonies the 
world. setting out upon the discussion, therefore, Professor Dana de- 
clares that, from first last, cannot but regard the first chapter Gen- 
esis divine record, and that not only the first verse, but each verse, has 
worthy place such record. Even though the book Genesis were com- 
piled from several documents, some suppose, the compilation 
markable that must regarded divine. 
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Professor Dana warns his readers against being influenced oft- 
repeated statements that geology immature science,’’ and the 
chapter was not intended teach physical science,’’ and says, that while the 
first chapter Genesis does not teach science,’’ but merely uses certain fun- 
damental facts science way illustration, the success with which 
these illustrations are chosen cannot fail attract the attention the candid 
scientific man. The scientific knowledge writer less apparent 
his choice illustrations than formal treatment the subject. 

Coming the subject hand, Professor Dana freely acknowledges that 
there are apparent discrepancies between the facts and the record, but con- 
tends that proper attention the conditions the case readily explains 
them. For example, the use the word first sight seems refer 
period twenty-four hours, and, so, contradictory geological 
facts. But this shown merely apparent discrepancy the great 
range that given the significance this word other portions the 
narrative. the use the word for plants the third day’s work would 
convey ordinary reader the idea such plants familiar with, 
because man’s comprehension statements is, considerable extent, 
limited his present experience and knowledge things. But that does 
not prevent there being divine selection language, such shall render 
adjustable the increasing knowledge future ages; and that precisely 
what seem have even this case, the expressions, yielding, 
seed,’ ‘having seed itself,’ the words describe, with wonderful precision, 
the fundamental characteristics living species, distinguishing 
mineral inorganic substances. The new creation was 
important sense complete, although represented the first only the 
lower tribes plants’’ (p. 44). 

Professor Dana calls renewed attention the remarkable facts that with 
the exception the account man’s creation, the record Genesis nowhere 
teaches that species were made special divine act, since such phrases 
the earth bring forth the etc., readily fall with modern ideas 
the derivative origin species; that the creation light made pre- 
cede the creation the sun, which while strictly correct, not such idea 
the facts would naturally have suggested ancient writer, since 
one that modern science has obtained only long and painful effort; and that 
the progressive order the creation represented Genesis displays 
knowledge and philosophy beyond attainment mere human author 
that period. For example, the document divided into two halves, with 
three subordinate members each,—the first relating the development 
under the influence primeval light, depending the constitution mat- 
ter, and the second under the influence the light the sun. Geology 
has cognizance only the third, fifth, and sixth these subordinate peri- 
ods, namely, those referring the appearance dry land and the creation 
plants the third day, the creation inferior animals the fifth day, 
and the creation mammals and certain reptiles, together with man, the 
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sixth day, and these references the order creation admirably pre- 
served Genesis, for, Ist, according science, plant life undoubtedly the 
source which must trace, the Archaean period, the deposits graph- 
ite (which pure carbon), and the lower species plants are capable en- 
during heat which would destructive animal life. 2nd. That stage 
the progress the universe which earth’s vapors were cleared away 
open its surface the direct rays the sun, which Professor Dana takes 
the work the fourth day, the very greatest significance the 
organic world, since the sun’s direct light essential all higher grades 
plants and animals; the chemical power direct sunlight being ten times 
that the diffused light cloudy day. 

Professor Dana dwells with increasing confidence upon the fact that there 
system the succession species, according both records. There 
gradual rise and grade species, according geology, and, when properly 
interpreted, the same appears the account Genesis. Gradual devel- 
opment, not actually taught the chapter, accord with its spirit.’’ 
Man, with his knowledge moral distinctions, fitted subdue the earth 
and have dominion over it, and the earth him but the first stage the 
way celestial heights. mind not simply motive power 
his individual body, but radiant centre force, fitted diffuse energy 
life, because penetrated the intelligent spirit man. All things have be- 
come active through the breath that was breathed into the being the last 
will quote entire the last three four paragraphs 

the grand cosmogonic week described Moses; and such the 
corresponding records derived from nature. These readings nature are 
modern the facts read are from records during the ages which they refer. 
century since, those ages were beyond the bounds knowledge thought. 
The earth common belief had past beyond man’s birthday. Science 
has lengthened time back through indefinite aeons. had history except 
the fiats Omnipotence. Now, volume revelation opening before 
which God has inscribed his wisdom and beneficence all along the ages; 
and the systems nature, instead being the system the now and this 
little sphere, the system immensity time and space. 

The degree accordance between science and the Bible which has been 
made out should satisfy the divine origin both nature and the Bible. 


one origin, they should essential harmony, and not part 


mogonic ideas and they prove be. 

events creation recorded Genesis were known only the Cre- 
ator; and the stately review the ages, making the introduction the 
Bible, stands there the impress the divine hand the first leaf the 
sacred book. The leaf carries the history, sublime announcements, 
ward man: and then, man his relations his Maker, man’s duty and 
destiny become the absorbing themes. 

has her words hope. For myriads ages were used per 
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fecting single sphere space and fitting for its final purpose, and count- 
less tribes animals lived and died before the series reached living soul, 
man has reason believe that this noblest form life, whose likeness the 
Eternal One such that able interpret and utilize his laws and find 
delight the beauty and wisdom his works, will not, after few short 
hours, blotted out forever. But the sure word prophecy given him 
the Sacred Book which came sequel the volume nature 
man’s special guide life and 


THE EXPULSION THE BIBLE FROM PUBLIC SCHOOLS WISCONSIN, 


THE recent action the Supreme Court Wisconsin prohibiting the read- 
ing the Bible the public schools that State radical and far 
reaching its consequences that the facts with reference should fully 
considered the Christian public. will therefore give here for conve- 
nience concise statement the case, making free use material found 
pamphlet containing four sermons, rare ability, upon the subject, Rev. 
McAtee, D., Madison, Wis. 

The larger part the inhabitants Wisconsin, the time the original 
adoption the State Constitution, were emigrants from New England and 
New York, and they carried with them the ideas religious liberty which 
had embodied themselves the institutions the original states the 
Union. these states the Bible had from time immemorial been habitually 
read the schools, and the practice was continued while Wisconsin was 
Territory. The propriety thus reading the book the schools seems 
never have been questioned. 

the Constitutional Convention 1846 section was reported from the 
Committee Education with clause, saying, that book religious 
doctrine belief, and sectarian instruction, shall permitted used 
any public When this came before the Committee the Whole, 
however, the phrase book religious doctrine was stricken 
out unanimous consent, and the rest the clause retained. This Consti- 
tution being rejected, the Convention 1848, while making changes other 
the document, made none any material significance this, but 
simply provided that sectarian instruction shall allowed said [the 
public] That this clause was not meant serve interdict 
upon the use the Bible the schools inferred, among other things, from 
its continued use the schools without objection for nearly half century. 
But now, after the lapse fifty years, there has come decision the Su- 
preme declaring that the Bible sectarian book, and that the 
reading the schools sectarian instruction. 
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The ground for this decision supposed two Sections, which read 
follows:— 

Sec. Art. The right every man worship Almighty God ac- 
cording the dictates his own conscience shall never infringed, nor 
shall any man compelled attend, erect, support any place worship, 
maintain any ministry, against his consent. Nor shall any control of, 
interference with, the rights conscience permitted, any preference 
given law any religious establishments, mode worship. 
shall any money drawn from the treasury for the benefit religious so- 
cieties, religious theological 

Sec. Art. 10: The Legislature shall provide law for the establish- 
ment disctrict schools, which shall nearly uniform practicable, and 
such schools shall free, without charge for tuition, all children between 
the ages four and twenty years, and sectarian instruction shall al- 
lowed 

interpreting these Articles, the following propositions are laid down and 
defended the Court: That the reading the Bible without note 
comment 2d. That the reading the Bible 
without note comment the schools may violation the 
rights the conscience the Constitution. 3d. That read- 
ing the Bible the schools makes the schoolroom which read 
place within the meaning the Constitution. 4th. That the 
reading the Bible the schoolroom converts the school into religious 
seminary within the meaning the Constitution. 

criticising this decision, Dr. McAtee, following the lead Judge Ben- 
nett, urges with great force that the same reasoning would prove the Consti- 
tution the United States partisan, political document, because 
interpreted different parties, and therefore unfit studied 
the schools. And surely would seem that the Bible, being the document 
from which all the Christian denominations derive their supposed warrant for 
existence, should more regarded sectarian than the Constitution 
the United States should regarded partisan. The most that the judges 
could with any reason claim upon this point would that portions 
the Scripture might prohibited. But this they would not consent, and 
are unwilling make any exceptions the case hand, though was 
proved that the passages which had been read the school, and which gave 
rise the case, were selections entirely devoid sectarian significance. 

will interesting note what, the present case, were the passages 
Scripture which were supposed impart sectarian instruction, violate 
the rights conscience, convert the schoolhouse into place religious 
worship, and transform the school into theologicalseminary. They are the 
following: Ps. i.; xix.; xxiii.; xxiv.; xxvii.; xxxvii.; xlvi.; Cxxv.; 
xxv. 1-28; Luke xi. 1-14; xix. 1-28; xxi. 1-5; Rom. xiv. 4-8; Cor. xiii. 
The court seem also have been equally out harmony with the truth 
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their definition what infringement the rights conscience. Upon 
this point, the judges the Supreme Court the State Maine seem rea- 
son more correctly. 

The following their language formulated Justice Appleton:— 

the Bible, any particular version it, may excluded from 
schools, because its teachings may opposed the teachings the authorities 
any church, the same result may ensue any other book. any one 
sect may object, the same right must granted others. This would give 
the authorities any sect the right annul any regulation the consti- 
tuted authorities the state, the course study and the books 
used. placing the legislation the state, the matter education, 
once and forever, subordination the decrees and teachings any and 
all sects when their members conscientiously believe such teachings. 
once surrenders the power the state government not emanating from 
the people, nor recognized the Constitution. the existence 
conscientious scruples the reading book can known only 
from the assertion the child, its mere assertion must suffice for the exclu- 
sion any book the reading, the hearing, which may allege 
one book, may apply another, whether relating science 
morals. the child may object reading any book, may 
equally object hearing read for the same cause, and thus the power 
selection books withdrawn from those whom the law intrusts it, and 
right negation transferred the scholars. The right claimed under- 
mines the power the state. that the will the majority shall bow 
the conscience the minority, the conscience any one. 
Nor this all; while the laws are made and established those full age, 
the right obstruction, interdiction, given any and all children, 
however immature age 

seems also very strained make every place which 
the Bible read place worship. Upon this construction, Dr. McAtee 
urges, every ship our navy, and soldier’s fort, and every penitentiary, 
public home for the poor insane, where the Bible read for its influ- 
ence upon the morals and esprit corps the occupants, transformed into 
place worship, and the law the land that means broken. 

Still more startling the position the Court that the reading the 
Bible district school transforms into religious theological semi- 
The same principle would prevent the ordinary observance 
prayers the State University, the use any the rooms any public 
building for any religious meetings. 

This action the Supreme Court the State Wisconsin worthy 
consideration for various reasons: the first place, illustrates the fact that 
the Bible not the only document which capable diverse interpretation, 
and that commentators and clergymen are not the only classes liable the 
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charge reading their own opinions into the documents which they are set 
interpret, instead restricting themselves the work finding out what 
the documents originally meant. The hazard misinterpretation belongs 
everything that committed human interpreters. Those who would re- 
ject the Bible the authoritative standard religious doctrine because its 
liability misinterpretation must, the same grounds, reject all the most 
carefully drawn constitutions and legal statutes; yet there are few who 
would rash away with statutes and written constitutions, be- 
cause this infirmity their authorized interpreters. written documents, 
they furnish themselves the best means correcting the aberrations in- 
dividual judges, and may hope that, this case, the discussion which 
aroused, will ultimately lead reversal this decision other judges, 
or, any rate, will prevent the judges other courts from following the 
mistaken argument pursued the Wisconsin court. 

connection with this decision, fact great importance brought out 
with reference our legal machinery, which too generally overlooked, 
namely, the power the courts make the laws the country. The power 
interpretation really gives the courts the power enacting laws. Here, 
constitution made fifty years ago, determining the policy the State upon 
vital question, and the decision which they make irreversible the legisla- 
tive department. the Legislature should make law permitting the use 
the Bible, the judges would say was unconstitutional, and devoid ef- 
fect. Only change the Constitution itself could, the opinion these 
judges, change the law which they have laid down. The only other way 
removing the Bible from the this court chang- 
ing the minds the court, which can done either the enlightenment 
these individual judges themselves, the selection other judges having 
juster views interpretation than they. Probably the best plan pour 
such flood light from every quarter upon the question issue that, not 
these individual judges, all future judges least, will enlightened with re- 
spect certain fundamental principles the interpretation language. 

any rate, the Christian public should aroused consider the hazard, 
the present time, threatening the system our public schools. Between 
the opposition those churches which are aiming build parochial 
schools and secure diversion the public funds for their support, and 
the opposition those classes the community who object the Bible be- 
cause teaches the existence Divine Being, are danger losing 
the manifold advantages derived from uniform educational system with 
compulsory attendance which now exists, and upon which the welfare the 
poorer classes, especially, dependent. cannot afford maintain 
these schools without incorporating into their course some teaching morals, 
and such teaching can have the desired effect separated from the sanc- 
tions the divine the Bible proscribed, have pretty much shut 
ourselves off from giving the needed moral instruction the children and 
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youth the land. any rate, even such agnostic Huxley England 
ready maintain that the Bible pre-eminent for the purposes moral 
instruction the schools. must not allow the sophistries few men 
who happen constitute for the time the Supreme Court single State 
make the law the land this subject, and this too face the endorse- 
ment given the contrary interpretation uniform practice during our 
whole history. 


PRESENT DANGER THE MORMON CRISIS. 


our book reviews, have not commended too highly the recent volume 
Rev. Montgomery upon The Mormon But view 
recent events, proper for say that the practical measures pro- 
posed him for uprooting the system not seem fully meet the 
case. confess, however, that the problem dark, and previous reme- 
dies have seemed ineffectual, that can look with equanimity upon almost 
any proposition having view the uprooting the vile system. But Mr. 
Montgomery proposes the interference the national government 
methods which fear cannot give much hope success. For example, 
instance how short sighted legislation often is, are reminded that 
the confiscation the enormous funds the Mormon Church and the de- 
votion them ‘the increase educational funds the Territory really 
helping build the Mormon system, since the administration the 
schools the Territory remains the hands the Mormons themselves. 
This enormous school fund becomes, therefore, instrument strengthen- 
ing their faith the most effectual way, and yet method which they 
would have been themselves too short sighted use, but which under 
compulsion they are using with marked effect. does not, however, seem 
probable that any favorable results can come the end from Mr. Mont- 
gomery’s proposals put the whole school system the Territory under the 
direct control the general government, since the general government has 
never undertaken work this sort, and neither has, nor can well create, the 
machinery for successfully carrying out such extensive plan. force 
government teachers sent from the outside would but fan the flame 
fanaticism, and teachers selected from the Mormons themselves would either 
find ways instil their views into the pupils they would ignored and 
boycotted the Mormon people. 

are inclined think that mistake was made the sequestration 
these immense funds the Mormon Church. Already nearly million dol- 
lars have been thus sequestered reviving old law which prohibited any 
organization from holding more than fifty thousand dollars worth 
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property, but the present time the Mormon Church means the only 
one which apparently violating that law. Besides, this property largely 
the nature the reserved fund life insurance company,—the Mormon 
members having claim upon for the support themselves and their fami- 
lies case sickness death. ‘To divert fund this sort, and set 
quickening the motion the sluggish wheels educational machinery 
under the control the Mormons themselves, certainly, Mr. Montgom- 
ery avers, short-sighted policy, but present there seems practical 
way correcting the mistake. 

Another suggestion Mr. Montgomery that ought 
legislate give special encouragement loyal citizens emigrate 
says, hundred thousand loyal people were settle 
there, Congress might then safely admit Utah statehood, and leave her 
own citizens, education, and Christian missions, the settlement the Mor- 

But when come inquire what sort legislation would secure this 
purpose, find ourselves For, Mr. Montgomery admits, most 
the five hundred thousand acres cultivated land Utah and the water 
irrigate them are now the hands Mormons who are instructed not 
sell And this would seem about the limit productive 
lands, unless Government should undertake some pretty extensive irrigating 
projects. Whatever hope there might have been securing the aid 
Government such projects when Mr. Montgomery wrote his book, would 
seem have been dispelled recent Congressional action, withdrawing all 
aid looking toward the irrigation desert lands public expense. 

Besides, Congress should, proposed, abundantly irrigate these 
unoccupied vaileys, and provide ample supply water for the 
means certain that the Mormons would not the first ones 
occupy the lands and profit from the mines. this contingency, 
however, proposed provide passing laws withhold citizen 
papers, and prevent Mormons from hereafter obtaining titles 
This suggestion line with another proposed the author, that Con- 
gress should prohibit law all Mormon immigrants from landing Ameri- 
can soil, and disfranchise all Mormons the Uniied States All 
these suggestions which seemed reasonable the time writing would appear 
rendered nugatory events which have recently taken place. 
well known that the laws Congress have been interpreted that citizen 
papers have recently withheld from Mormons the ground that, while 
belonging the Mormon Church, they could not take the oath allegiance 
the United States because its laws prohibiting polygamy,—polygamy 
according the Mormon Church, divine institution. 

with great adroitness, the have avoided this difficulty sus- 
pending for the present the operation the divine command which they 
claim they are endeavoring comply with their practice polygamy. 
the part last autumn President Woodruff issued 
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festo prohibiting the formation polygamous marriages, and the 6th 
October the General Mormon Conference endorsed the manifesto. that 
now Mormon can, without fear prosecution for perjury, swear that does 
not belong ‘‘any order, organization, association which teaches, advises, 
counsels, encourages its members, devotees, any other person, com- 
mit the crime bigamy polygamy, any other crime defined law 
duty arising resulting from membership such order, organization, 
association, which practises bigamy polygamy, plural celestial 

The effect this manifesto the part Mormon leaders has doubtless 
been, far, what they expected. Judge Zane, who one the most deter- 
mined opponents the Mormon hierarchy, and under whose decision citizen 
papers withheld from Mormons, view this action, begun 
again issue naturalization papers Mormons, being compelled accept 
the prima facie evidence sincerity presented the action the Mormon 
leaders. From this will readily seen that the prevention the immi- 
gration the Mormons will difficult secure under any forms Jaw now 
existing, indeed under any which can devised, which will not 
violation the constitutional rights citizens with reference liberty 
religious belief. All that can now prevent the Mormons the 
Territory from practising and encouraging the overt crime plural marriage, 
and this now church they claim not do. 

is, however, curious and instructive instance ecclesiastical casuistry 
which the Mormon leaders now justify themselves this act before their 
members. They are far possible from disclaiming the divine warrant 
for polygamy, but they say, are not able always give immediate 
the divine Says Bishop Woodruff, Lord has required 
our hands many things that have not done, many things that were 
prevented from doing. The Lord required build temple Jackson 
county. were prevented violence from doing it. required 
build temple the far West, which have not been able great 
many things have been required and have not been able them, 
because those that surrounded the world. The Lord does 
not require our hands things that cannot not wis- 
dom for forth and carry out this principle against the law the 
Nation. Itis not wisdom for make war sixty-five millions 

address before the same Conference the 6th October, Mr. George 
Cannon, who next official rank with President Woodruff, adduces 
warrant for the action from revelation claimed have been made Joseph 
Smith the 19th January, 1841, the forty-ninth paragraph which reads 
follows: ‘‘Verily, verily, say unto you, that when give command- 
ment any the sons men, work unto name, and those sons 
men with all their might and with all they have, perform that work, 


From the Idaho test oath. 
Desert Evening News, Oct. 11, 1890. 
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and cease not their diligence,and their enemies come upon them and hinder 
them from performing that work; behold, behooveth require that 
work more the hands those sons men, but accept their 

The intention the Mormon leaders clear enough from 
defence their position. They are willing the operation 
what they claim their right practise polygamy, for the sake exer- 
cising the right suffrage the Territory, and for the sake removing 
insuperable objections the admission Utah state, but easy 
see that under our present Constitution, Utah admitted 
state, Congress would longer have jurisdiction the matter, and 
under the protection statehood the Mormons would again reign supreme. 

therefore sympathize most fully with the fears entertained Mr. 
Montgomery and the living the Territory that Utah should 
the present conditions 1eceived into the Union, polygamy would soon 
re-established. Nor believe any means safe postpone the 
admission into the Union until that indefinite time the future when the 
Gentile population shall have been brought outnumber the 
ulation, that would safe even then admit the rights state- 
hood. With the notorious corruption political parties, have not entire 
confidence that bare majority Gentiles would always vote together 
opposition laws legalizing polygamy. 

not see there any relief from the present embarrassment except 
securing amendment the Constitution the United States either 
prohibiting polygamy giving Congress such general control over mar- 
riage laws that can legislate the matter for the states. With such pro- 
tection this might give, there would seem serious objection the 
speedy admission Utah into the Union. Then the vigorous Gentile ele- 
ment which already controls the municipalities Ogden and Salt Lake City 
could assert itself, and affort protection the protesting elements that will 
from time time appear the more purely Mormon communities them- 
selves. 

But the problem extirpating Mormonism far more serious than 
generally supposed. Our reliance upon the general progress education and 
upon the beneficial effects opening the Territory the world rail- 
road and business enterprises has not been reassuring, and cordially ac- 
cept the closing paragraph Mr. Mongomery’s most instructive discussion: 
him who thinks that the Mormon problem almost solved, unde- 
ceived. Even when Congress and the courts shall have done their utmost, 
will take century yet the gospel the hands missionaries and 
teachers dig the roots this evil. The public has not yet grasped the 
proportions this problem. The present laws and Christian forces work 
Utah still have problem before them much like that which single com- 
pany sappers and miners would have who should undertake dig down 
the Wahsatch Mountain range with pick and spade.”’ 


Deseret Evening News, Oct. 11, 1890. 
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ARTICLE 
NOTICES RECENT PUBLICATIONS. 


THE CREDENTIALS THE Statement the Reason the 
Christian Hope; Being the Nineteenth Fernley Lecture, delivered Car- 
ver Street Chapel, Sheffield, Monday Evening, August 
Joseph Agar Beet. New York: Hunt and Eaton; Cincinnati: Cranston 


and Stowe. 1890. (Pp. viii, 199. $1.00. 


Professor Beet making himself felt many ways support evangel- 
ical doctrine. His commentaries reveal great exegetical tact, well deep 
sympathy with the fundamental questions our faith. The present volume 
reveals the philosophical cast his mind more distinctly than his previous 
publications have done. have read the argument with great satisfaction 
and almost unqualified approval, and only regret that the nature the pub- 
lication did not admit fuller treatment than has here given, though 
confess that still mystery that 199 large octavo pages can 
spoken lecture delivered single evening. 

The argument Professor Beet gives special prominence the evidential 
character the contents the Gospels considered respect their high 
moral character, and his work exegesis has peculiarly prepared him de- 
velop this line argument. The contrast between Christianity and other 
religions readily appears mere statement the doctrines these sys- 
tems when placed side side. Professor Beet specially successful his 
treatment the relations the Bible science, and his notes upon that 
subject contain much important information. commend the book all 
students Christian evidences. 


THE BIBLE VERIFIED. the Rev. Andrew Archibald. With In- 
troductory Note Professor Ransom Welch, D.D., LL.D., Auburn 
Theological Seminary. Philadelphia: Presbyterian Board Publication 
and Sabbath-School Work. 1890. 


This one the best popular presentations the claims the Bible 
our confidence have seen, and another the volumes coming from the 
settled pastors which reveal the high standard scholarship and sound sense 
which now maintained the pulpits America. The pastor has many 
advantages, treating this class subjects, over the specialist, who limi- 
ted both his narrow range studies and his still narrower knowledge 
the general affairs life. Bible which was made for the common people 
best interpreted one who, with fair scholarship, constantly kept 
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touch with the class people whom the apostles and prophets 
the keping such pastors that the Bible safe, rather than that 
council church dignitaries, such provided for the Romish Church. 

felicitous style, and with remarkable breadth and accuracy knowledge, 
Dr. Archibald treats this little volume The The 
Manuscript;’’ Bible English;’’ Inspiration the 
Bible and the Miraculous;’’ Objections the 
Confirmations the Bible and Science;’’ The 
Bible and the Elevating Influences the Bible;’’ The 
Bible and the Golden City Babylon;’’ The Bible and the Commercial 
City Tyre;’’ Biblical Signs Preceding the Destruction 
Bible and the Destruction Jerusalem;’’ The Bible and the Pecu- 
liar This selection topics itself reveals the logical character the 
writer’s mind and his judicious skill selecting topics prime interest and 
importance. 


THE Book DIVINE; or, How Know the Bible the Word God? 
Jacob Embury Price. New York: Hunt and Eaton; 
Cranston and Stowe. (Pp. 194. 3x5%). cents. 


The author this book has something say, and says well. 
good book put into the hands inquiring young people, and gives con- 
cise, clear, and satisfactory answer the question asked 
has fault, possibly finding too rigid and verbal agreement between 
science and religion, the suggestion that Out the heart are the issues 
refers the circulation the blood. The six chapters treat very 
happily the history the Bible, its harmony with profane history and science, 
its unity, its fulfilled prophecy, and the life its central character, Jesus 
Christ. 


Theological Seminary. Vol. VII. Boston and Chicago: Congregational 
Sunday-School and Publishing Society. 1890. (Pp. xii, 410. 
The professors Chicago Theological Seminary continue their pains- 

taking work seventh annual volume, which aims give instructive 

survey the religious literature the preceding year. The present volume 
gives less relative attention than previous years Old Testament studies, 
owing the severe family affliction through which Professor Curtiss has 
been called pass the death his only daughter. This defect sup- 
plied fuller treatment Professor Gilbert the New Testament, and 

Professor Scott Historical Theology, the first which has about eighty 

pages, and the second, one hundred and thirty. Systematic Theology occu- 

pies about the same space the Old Testament studies, namely, fifty pages; 
while Practical Theology seventy pages are devoted. 

This series grows interest with the experience the writers, and 
coming indispensable adjunct the pastor’s library who desires 
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secure general view the progress theological discussion. Its system- 
atic arrangement, and convenience reference, constitute important 
point superiority over the department book reviews the theological 
and religious periodicals which attempt cover the whole field. 


THE SELF-REVELATION JESUS CHRIST, with Examination some 
Naturalistic Hypotheses. John Kennedy, M.A., D.D., Honorary 
Professor, New College, London. London: Wm. Isbister, Ludgate 
Hill. (Pp. 376. 


earnest, candid, and scholarly treatise the personal claims Jesus 
Christ and how account for them. The method inductive and thor- 
oughly logical. Beginning with the two facts, the Gospels have them, 
and the portraiture which they contain the person and work Jesus, the 
author reviews briefly the most prominent incidents the life our Lord 
ascertain what said and how said it, what did and how did 
it, and what others said him and him and how received their say- 
ings.’’ From this induction, establishes the propositions that all four 
Gospels record the claims Christ, and that these were asserted from the 
beginning his Then follows examination the claims 
involved the titles Man,’’ Son God,’’ and Messiah,’’ and 
consideration the corroborations history and prophecy. Having 
weighed the theories Renan, Strauss, Dr. Edward Abbott, and the Tiibin- 
gen school the balance and found them wanting, concludes that the 
supernatural origin Christ and his divine authority are necessary for 
explanation his words, the representation the reality and siniessness 
his humanity, the vastness the professed object his mission, and the 
self-consistency his consciousness, his conduct, and his miracles. 


JoHN THE BAPTIST, THE FORERUNNER OUR his Life and 
Work. Ross Houghton, D., author the 
etc. New York: Hunt and Eaton; Cincinnati: Cranston and Stowe. (Pp. 


$1.25. 


interesting and hopeful book, written popular and interesting 
style, and admirably fitted give the reader better conception the life 
and character one the greatest men ever born woman. The de- 
scriptions Hebron, the hill country Judaea, the wilderness, and the 
Jordan Valley show the hand one who has visited the scenes described, 
and form pleasant back-ground for the narrative portion the book. The 
book full skilfully chosen quotations from the best authorities, and con- 
tains number attractive illustrations. The author depicts vividly the 
scenes attending the birth John, his boyhood, his life the wilderness, 
his public ministry, his preaching, and his execution; and all exalts, but 
not unduly, the Baptist’s character. 

was not made the times; did not represent the social intel- 
lectual moral life his age. was not projected into the life his 
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nation some impulse that was already felt men. was not the 
mouth-piece some mighty popular enthusiasm. Only ina very 
limited sense was ever debtor his fellow-men. Under direct divine 
guidance either announced new truths, put new life into dead ones. 
inaugurated, and for brief time least, directed spiritual movement 
which has been the expression all that highest and best every suc- 
ceeding More than any other historical character, was unselfish, 
disinterested, and true his exalted mission; most noble specimen both 
man and prophet, whose work and will form large part the 
world’s richest inheritance for all time 


EscHATOLOGY, THE DOCTRINE THE LAST THINGS, ACCORDING 
THE CHRONOLOGY THE APOCALYPSE. Hibbard, D., 
author The Psalms Arranged with Historical Intro- 
ductions, The History and Geography Palestine,’’ The Commentary 
the Book etc. New York: Hunt and Eaton; Cincin- 
nati: Cranston and Stowe. (Pp. 360. $1.25. 


There something appropriate almost pathetic the appear- 
ance work last things who, the verge fourscore years, 
watches and waits joyful expectation ‘the Such work, 
coming from such pen that which Dr. Hibbard has held for many years, 
deserves the most respectful attention, even from those who not agree 
with it. The book does not attempt cover the whole ground eschatol- 
ogy, but only those subjects which gather round the second coming 
Christ. Those who regard the Apocalypse giving synopsis church 
history the end time, will find fuller, fresher, riper statement that 
theory than this volume affords. 

Starting with the close the first century, which time supposes the 

Apocalypse have been written, this book extends the period the first 
seals include the reign Constantine the Great, and end about 
340 this point traces, more less minutely, the his- 
tory the church the date church’s apostasy, her full, 
anti-christian proportions, the middle the eighth century, near 
(p. Reckoning prophetic day for year fulfilment, com- 
putes from this date, adding 756 the prophetic 1260, the date the 
fall the anti-christian powers, and the coming Christ, 2016 D., 
which not, however, given absolute date, but ‘‘a close approxi- 
mation’’ (pp. 

There theory applied prophecy utterly without foundation 
Scripture, that day stands for year, and that all other measures 
time are multiplied 360. Num. xiv. and Exek. iv. 4-6 
number years appears prophecy, and, make more vivid, cor- 
responding number days chosen the present,—days marked spe- 
cific events,—to correspond with those years. But the years are spoken 
years, and the days days. This totally different thing from taking 
days the future and insisting that they mean years. There not case 
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the Bible where they are used, and all antecedent probability against 
such assumption. The very cases given prove are conclusive proof 
against it; and when consider the other passages which periods 
time are given, find them universally giving the time which they 
Even Daniel’s seventy heptads are exception, for they are likely 
sevens years days, and the context makes them far more so. The unit 
measurement comes the prophet from the seventy years the Captivity. 
The period foretold multiple this. The seventy heptads are thus 
natural and exact period, and afford not the slightest foundation for the day- 
for-a-year theory. Days anything else the present, may used 
Scripture for years future, kine are used Gen. xli., and baskets for 
days the preceding chapter. But what should think theory which 
assumed that because two particular instances, where the fact plainly 
indicated, cow stands for year, all animals prophecy have numerical 
value, and that system chonology the end time might found 
correct understanding the horses and frogs and beasts the Apocalypse? 
Yet the cases are practically parallel. The three and one-half years, forty 
and two months, 1260 days Revelation, refer definitely, almost 
unmistakably, events fulfilled connection with the destruction Jerusa- 
lem, that the only way fail seeing date the composition the 
Apocalypse quarter century ahead; and this done upon practically 
evidence but possible mistranslation very unreliable tradition, in- 
stead accepting John’s own statements. 

But while not agreeing with the learned and venerable author the 
date, purpose, chronology the Apocalypse, the time manner 
the Parousia, can but commend the spirit his book, and its purpose 
exhibit, the near approach our Lord’s coming, incentives holy living 
and Christian activity. Thus may his kingdom come! 


CALVINISM CONTRARY GOD’s WORD AND MAN’s MoRAL 
Fisk Harris. Published the Author Harmar, Ohio. (Pp. 419. 


This vigorous and thoroughly polemical volume, yet written spirit 
candor and charity, and, though different purpose and tone, entitled, 
some respects, place beside Professor Briggs’ Whither.’’ support 
the proposition stated the title, the author adduces the following propo- 
sitions: Calvinism teaches that God’s decrees are not conditioned his fore- 
knowledge; that sin exists because God wills it; that the finally impenitent 
are lost because God wills not save them; that the provisions the atone- 
ment are limited the elect; that some infants dying infancy are lost; 
that saving faith direct gift from God; that the non-elect, though lost 
for lack faith, are deprived faith the decree God; that Calvinism 
limits God’s omniscience; that makes God the author sin; that con- 
tradicts conscience; and that ally Universalism. 
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While the work has obvious defects, and sometimes makes its argument cut 
both ways, where reviews the theories Chaplain McCabe and other 
Arminians who distort the freedom the will the destruction divine 
foreknowledge (pp. 249-277), the indictment severe one, and permits the 
reader who wishes peace with his conscience, the single alternative 
denying this Calvinism, himself Calvinist. The author 
attempts prove mass quotations from standard Calvinistic writers, 
mostly past centuries, that what calls Calvinism the pure unadultera- 
ted article. Calvinism the same, semper, omnibus, has 
established his position beyond doubt; for the quotations, though not al- 
ways fairly meaning what supposes, are for the most part unequivocal. 
With this view Calvinism, some comfort infer from the author’s 
judgment Dr. Cowles, whose Commentary the author quotes frequently 
and length, the work one though not pronounced Calvinist, 
not generally identified with the (p. 301), that would not 
regard the teaching Oberlin Calvinistic the sense understood through- 
out his book. 

There are Calvinists and Calvinists. Though some the most pronounced 
statements are from prominent writers, now living recently deceased, there 
are few the present day, are glad believe, who accept for substance 
doctrine the statements which this book antagonizes. For those who 
not, and still regard themselves Calvinists, fair question whether 
they are entirely out range the fire this book, whether they would 
better profit the advice recent and thoughtful writer Old and 
New are satisfied that the choices the will are ne- 
cessitated states the mind lying back them, let stand manfully 
the whole Calvinistic system, with its arbitrary election, its imputed right- 
eousness, its inherited sin, its forced regeneration, its limited atonement, and 
its changeless, remorseless fatalism. But if, the other hand, are satis- 
fied that the choices the will are free, let repudiate the name Calvinist 
one which have not the slightest claim, discard the Westminster 
Confession Faith, and relieve ourselves the burden and odium all 
seeming indorsement system doctrines which the intelligence and piety 
the nineteenth century have relegated the past, and let adopt sym- 
bol faith rational and biblical commend itself the conscience 
every man the sight 

This difference between the views those who are distinctively Calvinis- 
tic, the author sees through glass darkly, when quotes Dr. Albert 
Barnes, Pres. Finney, Prof. Henry Cowles, Pres. Jas. Fairchild, and 
Dr. Wright against some the extreme views which opposes (p. 
364). pleasant turn the writings such men, and find Calvin- 
ism invulnerable against such attacks this. The work deserves wide 
reading. 

Rational Theology, Williams, pp. 37-38. 
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THE SERMON BIBLE. completed twelve volumes. Vol. Genesis 
Second Samuel. (Pp. xx, 500.) Vol. II. First Kings Psalms 
(Pp. vi, 520.) Vol. III. Psalms lxxviii. Song Solomon. (Pp. ii, 476.) 
Vol. IV. Isaiah Malachi. (Pp. vi, 511.) New York: Armstrong 
Son. Volumes sold separately. $1.50. 


The purpose this work give collection the best homiletic mat- 
ter this generation. not mere collection sermon plans, but re- 
plete with choice extracts from the sermons the most eminent preachers. 
Works this character are easily abused, and had far better discarded al- 
together than too much depended upon. But these are very interesting vol- 
umes, filled with gems thought, widely sought and well selected. The 
references volumes sermons form homiletical index; while much the 
material culled from periodicals manuscripts, and available the 
preacher this form only. Blank pages each volume suggest that while 
the preacher may profitably study other men’s sermon plans, well for him 
make his own. 


THE ACCORDING LUKE. the Rev. Henry Burton, 
New York; Armstrong and Son. (Pp. viii, 415. 54% $1.50. 


Another excellent volume the Expositor’s Bible Series. The author has 
new startling theories air, but labors simply set forth the substance 
the Gospel, with lucid and interesting explanations, series chapters 
with attractive captions; as, The Mute The Gospel Psalms ;’’ 
the etc. The style pure, terse, and times epigrammatic. The 
movement rapid, and the interest never flags. pastor, asked, ‘‘Is the 
Gospel Luke can hardly better than refer his questioner 
the first chapter this volume, The Genesis the 


THE GOSPEL ST. John Monro Gibson, A., D., 
London, author The Ages Before The Mosaic etc. 
New York: Armstrong and Son. (Pp. viii, 450. $1.50. 


carefully written and instructive book, adapted quite much the 
wants intelligent laymen those the preacher. The lectures 
expository sermons which contains are models form, felicitous style 
and expression, and thoroughly evangelical spirit and doctrine. This, also, 
volume the Expositor’s Bible Series. While the volumes are each com- 
plete and independent, who owns few them, will want the set, and will 
find aconstant incentive to, and aid in, expository preaching. 


SERMONS THE INTERNATIONAL SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSONS FOR 
the Monday Club. Sixteenth Series. Boston and Chicago: Congrega- 
tional Sunday-School and Publishing Society. 1890. (Pp. 412. 


are glad note the continued popularity this valuable series ser- 
mons upon the Sunday-school lessons. The contributors all them are, 


be 
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have been, pastors prominent churches, and one gets the volume high 
idea the standard learning and sound sense demanded the present 
time the pulpits the country. would suggest the publishers that 
they could with profit publish Index the whole series. There must 
large number complete sets preserved the libraries the intelligent 
Christian people using them, that, already, they form almost continuous 
commentary upon the Bible, the sermons were arranged the order the 
books. 


BIBLICAL HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY: with Numerous 
Maps. Professor Osborn, LE. New York: American Tract 
Society. 1890. (Pp. 312. $1.25. 


Dr. Osborn’s last contribution biblical history and geography bears 
abundant marks his well-known patience, accuracy, and literary tact. While 
the author accepts the Scripture itself the basis all early history, and treats 
the text with reverence, has given due attention, such consistent with 
the size the book, all modern investigations, and the reader will find 
reference the most recent discussions bearing upon the interpretation and 
credibility the principal controverted points. Sabbath-school teachers and 
pastors desiring convenient book reference will find the book useful. 


ILLUSTRATIVE GUIDE THE STUDY THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
FOR 1891; including Original and Selected Expositions, Plans 
Instruction, Anecdotes, Practical Applications, 
Notes, Library References, Maps, Pictures, Diagrams. Jesse Hurl- 
but, D.D., and Robert Doherty, Ph.D. New York: Hunt and 
Eaton; Cincinnati: Cranston and Stowe. 1890. (Pp. 395. $1.25. 


This Series Notes upon the Sunday-school lessons began 1872, upon 
the first adoption uniform lessons throughout the country, and has the 
advantage the experience during these years the publishing house that 
has brought before the public. amply supplied with maps and illus- 
trations, and especially commendable the great numbers quotations 
selected from different commentators and writers, and for its abundant library 
references. With such helps these circulation, the standard Sunday- 
school instruction cannot fail constantly improving. 


fessor Chicago Theological Seminary, author The Prodigal Son, 
Monograph with Excursus Christ Public New York: 
American Tract Society. (Pp. 186. $1.00. 


How many difficult questions present themselves for answer the young 
pastor, which his treatise Pastoral Theology does not answer! Many 
these are anticipated the seminary student; and these with many which 
come him later, must, from time time, referred the Professor 
Sacred Rhetoric. After many years such experience, Professor Willcox 
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opens his question-box, and gives book which will prove treasure 
many young pastor. Some the books which recommends have, per- 
haps, been nearly superseded fresher books the same lines, that some 
will wish make changes his still, all the books recommenued 
are good, and two men could agree such list. While the suggestions 
offered will not answer every case, they will seldom fail help. The 
book treats wide range subjects,—the pulpit, the parish, the minister’s 
health, the location and arrangement his study, the conduct public wor- 
ship, funerals and weddings, relations with other pastors, disaffected mem- 
bers, merchants, railroads, etc., good index completes the work. 


WILBUR Fisk. George Prentice, D., Professor Wesleyan Univer- 
sity. Boston and New York: Houghton, Mifflin, and Company. 
(Pp. iv, 289. $1.25. (American Religious Leaders.) 


Dr. MUHLENBERG. William Wilberforce Newton, (Pp. 272.) 
Uniform with the above. 


These volumes constitute the second and third important series issuing 
from the press these well-known publishers. Ordinary readers will ask, 
why President Fisk was selected from the brilliant array Methodist 
preachers and organizers. The answer their inquiry must be, not that his 
life was comparable with many these attracting popular attention, but 
that, far-seeing member the Methodist Church, alive the dangers 
lurking the early indifference the denomination education, saw 
more clearly than any one else the importance building Methodist 
school which should command the respect all. the accomplishment 
this work devoted his rare energies, and, though dying early age, 
had the satisfaction seeing the great church which belonged thor- 
oughly committed the promotion true learning, well true piety. 
His was misston which will remembered long after that many the 
brilliant preachers will forgotten. 

Dr. Muhlenberg occupies somewhat similar position the Protestant 
Episcopal Church with that President Fisk the Methodist Episcopal, ex- 
cept that the former’s life was devoted the building institutionalism, 
rather than educational interests. His influence felt most powerfully 
the development the church sisterhoods and church hospitals and similar 
means moulding and developing individual through efforts im- 
prove the social organism. The institution St. Johnland was the crown- 
ing work his life. consists church, home for old men, chil- 
dren’s home, home for larger boys, library and village hall, cottage for 
orphan girls, industrial schvol, and school-house,—all them easy 
reach New York City. 

While these subjects biographical treatment are therefore somewhat 
lacking the picturesque elements adapted most successful biography, 
they are, nevertheless, well chosen from among the most powerful the forma- 
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tive minds the denominations which belong, and the volumes will, 
the end, doubtless recognized most valuable members the import- 
ant series which they belong. 


SUPREMACY LAw. John Newman, D., LL. D., Bishop 
the Methodist Episcopal Church. New York: Hunt and Eaton; Cincin- 
nati: Cranston and Stowe. (Pp. 239. $1.00. 


dainty volume Moral Philosophy, written Dr. Newman’s entertain- 
ing and vigorous style. While dealing chiefly with underlying principles, 
makes clear distinctions regarding conduct. Some his thoughts national 

duties are particularly good; as, for instance, those temperance, peace with 
other nations, and reforms the administration oaths. 


THE CONTINUOUS CREATION: Application the Evolutionary Philos- 
ophy the Christian Religion. Myron Adams. New York and 
Boston: Houghton, Mifflin and Co. (Pp. 259. $1.50. 


While some Christians with decidedly agnostic tendencies may welcome 
books this character affording them opportunity hold the one 
without despising the other, the mass Christians will regard them steps 
the wrong direction. ‘‘If miracles substantiated anything nineteen cen- 
turies ago, they substantiate nothing says the author. From this 
position denial the supernatural easy not for the author, 
least for many his readers. 


THE SALT-CELLARS. Being Collection Proverbs, together with Homely 
Notes Thereon. Spurgeon. two volumes. Vol. 
Vol. M-Z. New York: Son. (Pp. viii., 334 

and 367. $1.50 each. 


proverb ought annotated proverb usually means 
either poor proverb poor note. Mr. Spurgeon’s proverbs, however, 
are admirably selected, and his notes are often proverbs his own, 
terse, quaint applications exhortations, that they impart new meaning 
rather than echo more faintly the old one. The arrangement alphabetical 
order makes this quite proverbial encyclopedia. Perhaps simply 
because the quotaticn apt that the reader wishes the privilege saying 
himself, that feels though the verse with which the preface closes 
might better have been said another than Mr. Spurgeon: Moreover, 
because the preacher was wise, still taught the people knowledge; yea, 
gave good heed, and sought out and set order many that 
may, the preacher unquestionably wise, and one better fitted 
out and set proverbs order than the author 


